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ARCHIBALD DOUGLAS, 



Of Douglas, Esquire. 



S I R, 



A 



N ingenious Poem, now intitled 
the Bruciad, has lain about 
forty years in oljicuri^i waitiog/ as it 
would feem, for tli^t: happy .«ra, when 
I (next to that of: therjieroj'the two 
I moft renowned names, of antiquity^ 
; (and of the poets eulogy) Stuart and 
K Douglas, uniting in one perfon, 
I might, by an aufpicious patronage, in-. 
^ ?ite her to unveil, with greater fplen- 

I - ■ ■ 

J dour« her fo long ncgleded beautie^, . 
1 A 2 This 



/ ^ 



iv DEDICATION, 

• • • 

This poetical, but faithful regifter 
of ancient Caledonian heroifm, whercii]f 
the Stuarts, Douglasses, Graemes. 
the Wallace, and many other diftin- 
guiftied names, appear to have emu^ 
lated for fame the noble Bs,uc£ him<« 
felf, looks fupplicating to you, Sir. 
for protection. 



As jli^Wp, Ko-B^jit Bruce, fulTer-f 
cd long ti*BJdqcj*ja 'rfnoft unj ft invafion 
of his r%.^t^\aS:;Et ftruggled with the 
tnpft unexampled fortitude to recover 
it, and as he at length glorioufly pre- 

' » ■ 

railed againft moft inveterate and pq- 
tent enemies 5 fo. Sir, tp the entire 
fatisfadjoii of the whole impartial 
■vwirld, have' you/ through the juft de- 



cifion 



E D.I C A T I O N; 



fcinori bf the fupreirie judicatory of 
ihefe kingdoms, arrived at the pdffcf- 
; iions of your birthnght. 



r 

As RbfiEiiT BktJCE^ after having 

• • • • 

triumphed over ihz dfeep and ini- 
quitous defigns of eileiiiie^^ foreign as 
iveil as ddnicftic, reigned many 
years with dignity, reputation and 
honour, fd ifiay you, Sir,' who havd 
defeated co'nfpiracies almoft as ailarm- 
ing, enjoy,' biit for a much longer 
time, the peaceful cffcds of your 
Vi&ofjy and at laft tranfmit to pofte- 
i-ity your name and family with Bru- 
tiAN luftrci 



Permit, 



vi D E D I C A T I O N. 

Permit, that 1 have the honour 
to conclude royfelf, with unaffeded 
refped. 



S I R, 



Your nioft obedient. 



* * * . 

and moft humble fervaat^ 



The EurtoR^ 



f k E ' 



.1 > 



P RE F* A d £i 



THE tbllowing t^oem was origihdljr 
coinpofed JDy a gentleman, who, with 
furprizing power of genius; was perhaps dne 
of the hc& claffical fcholars of the age he 

lived in ; but his circiimftancbs having too 

• • • . ■ • 

much confined his obfervations to the nar« 
row boundaries and prejudices of the land 

a « 

\ 

bf his nativity^ his poein (otherwife excel- 
lent) was the lefs fuited to that general at^ 
tention^ which was due to fd much intrin^ 
iic merit. It has now undergone a transfor<^ 
mation, both in it§ poetical and political 
language^ which clear it almbft totally^ a^ 
kafti as mqch a^ the circumftances of the 

A 4 timd 



viii PREFACE. 

times it relates to would poffibly admit of^ 

from every objeftion formerly raifed againfl 

it ^ Thofe unnatural contentions, the incon- 

» 

'Vertiencifes' which:* were the confeqtiehce of 
them, and which alternately embarraffed 
both England and Scotland, are now 
clBarged to the fo long want of tJnton be- 
tween* the two kingdoms, tt opens with a 
prophetical fort of hint how thele inquietudes 
inight be remedied, and eonclucies with a 
flhort eulogy upon the advantages of that 

Union under which Great- Eritain may "here- 

• . • . • 

after floiirifh* 



"ITriE autnbr'dTd not, nor ffiall the editor,, 
prefume to ifay, tnat the public is presented 
with a perfeft epic poem ; but, it is hoped, 
*fhe candid feader will efteem this as no def- 
picable imitation of one, and will find that 
Jhe eiTentiabare pretty clofely adhered to. 



P R E F A C "E.'^ ix. 

* 

As to tfee aSlmf it is apprehended, that' 
may be founded either upon hifterical truths 
or upon fable : there have been critics, who 

contended for the abfoliite neceffity of* * fal^le^ 

^ » i ..... ■ - • 

but uiilucVily they have the whole current 
of antiquity agairift them; for if they throw 

• r - . -■• r 

• /*■*» » i 

Lucan and Statius out of the clafs of epTc'^ 
writers ariiiong the ancients, and Taflb and' 

-■» - • ■ 

Mihon amorig the moderns, none of theitf 
poems being founded on fiAion- yet the 
Iliad and ^neid ftand in the Way, being 
btiilt upc)n certain fa^ts, and upon true aiid 
undeniable hiftory. 

That the iEneid is grounded upon faft, 
is plain from the. joint teftiniony of almoft 
every Roman Hiilorian. That iEneas came 
into Italy, fetded there, and gave the firft 
rife to the Roman flate, which was founded 
by his fucceifors about three hundred years 
dfter him, has been confirmed fa^ the gene* 

ml 



k i^. R E F A C fi. 

ral voice of antiquity for upwards of twd 
tboufand years* 



TbAt the Iliad is founded iipdn hifloricd 
truth, is likewife evident from almofl the 
iihaninious confent of all ancient authors* 

• ■ • ■ 

And t)ires Phrygius, and Didtys Cretenfis^ 
\vho both ferved at the fiege of Trdyi the 
one on the Trbjarij the other on the Gre*- 
ci^ fide, leav« the cafe doubtlcfs* Creten- 
fis ferved under Idooieneus king of Cretei 
and was injoined by that prince to write the 
mcthmrfc of fuch a remarkable fiege j he wrote 
them in Phaenician tharadters iipoh the rinds 
of Linden trees i and having ordered that, 
when he died, i copy (hoUld be interred with 
him in a tin eheft, it wars done accordingly 
at Gnblius, the place of his birth and bu*- 
rlal ; arid his grstve being after wdrids thrown 
open by an earthquaSkci the chcft was found 
by fome peafants, who delivered it to their 

thafler 



P R E F A C £• xi 

mafter Eupraxides y he put it into the hands 
of Rutilius Rufus^ the Roman Froconful in 
thcfe parts, who fent it to Nero the emperor. 
Nero commanded that the original ihould 
be tranflated into Greek, the Latin verfion 
of which- is now no rarity. Hence we fee, 
that: the only two allowed, by fome critics^ 
to be epic poems are founded^ as well as the 
BsLxiciAD upon real hiftorical triith» and 
certain h&s. 

_ I « 

The tif^ of aftion, beginning with the 
battle of Methuen, which, according to Bu- 
channan was fought on the 1 8th of July 1 3 13, 
and ending with the decifive battle of Ban* 
nock-burn, which was the laft of Bruc£'$ 
warlike atchievements, and happened on the 
2 1 ft of the fame month in the following 
year, comprehends about twelve months* 

The aSfion itfelf is one, according to the 
moft critical rules, and the feparate attempts 

of 



»h t- I ' ' •* » t 



xH- P R E F' A C E; 

of'T)bb|las, fetiward Brtrcc, Randolph, &t; 
rcprdfeiit ^^ififerent cpifodes fubfervient to 

ft 

IPhe /;/pnx/ is as clear, ^hd ds pliamly de<^ 
duciblc fi;;$«i the .fubjcd as the w&fta/ of 
any ppptigal work wbatfoever. Piety/ pa^ 
tlence,.: $^d courage, iare incuIciEtted oh the : 
reader ^m both the Character and example . 
of the hero : and the pride, viojcnce/ pcr^i . 
fidy* and tyranny of his enemies are ^€h 
peiiy expofed^ 

f ■ 

As td the riutnbet of books, it i^ pre^ 
fumed there are ho rules fixed. If there are^ 
and if Momer be the ftandard, theft Vir- 
gil is in the wrong. But Homer, although 

juff ly effeemed as at tlie head of all heroic 

«■ 

produdions, cannot ht the ftandard 5 be- 
caufe, if we give credit to hiftory, his ma- 
teriiali fpr the Iliad, in place of being rcgu* 

hrly 
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Ijirly divided by him jjptp bool^jy, were orir 
Bm^Y %g or r^qtfd ia littk Ijgjk^ 
^etobesi then called hj t^ie (^rtchs^ rrbaj^ 
i//>x; and they contmue^ to he fq ptxbjliChft^ 
ttptil, as copt^iaijog the^ moft^cxgellfpt^ma^-- 
iros both pivil aod military, they were ^rft 

<^?!¥^4 >t?.. %?€?. fe?R by. Lffc^}^gilf tij^ 

Spartaij lawgiver, and after hini digeftjjdt hf 
Soiqn and others into that order we no>fr 
have them. 

/ 

V 

Machines are parts of a poem intro- 
duced only upon extraordinary occafions. 
When any difficulty occurs whiph adoiits of 
no probability of being unravelled by human 
means, the poet has recourfe to fbme fuper- 
natural power, by whofe fuppofed inter- 
vention the embarraflment is removed ; in 
this poem, however, they are introduced 

As 
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PREFACE, 



As to the manners and charafters^ it is 
hoped, they are not unhappily preferved and 
fupported. Upon the whole, it is left to 
the reader to judge of the merit of diis 
work, fiom his own feelings, and to pro- 
nounce from thence, whether or not the 
Prppiad may he admitt^ of a$ an xfiq, 

POEM, 



A LIST 



A LIST of NAMES and TITI^gS 
celebrated in the following Poem. 



AIrly 
Alexander 
Argentine 
Arunde) 
Athole 
Auchinkek 
Badengck 
Baird 
Barclay 
Beik 

Siair 
Bohun 
Bothwell 
Bpyd 
BRUCE. 

3Bvicbah 
ute 
jCaithnefs 

CAERNARVQtl 

Clan ChWon' 

Clcland ; 
ClifFord 

Corfpatrick 

|[^rawfor4 

Cummine 

Defmonr 

Dickfoh 

Douglas 

Dundas 

pundee 

Sglingtouft 

Error 

Falconer 

Fergus 

Fitajgerald 

Fleeming 

Forbes 

Francis 

Frafer 

Gaudefer de Lyle Moubray 

Gilchrift M unroe 

Cfilcs Murray 



Gloceftcr 
Gordon 
Grant 
Gr^me 

Gray 

Guthrie 

Haliburton 

Haftines 

Hay ^ 

Hertford 

Holliday 

Hii^e 

Huntingfoun 

Johnfton 

Inchmartin 

Keith 

Kennedy 

Kent 

Ker 

Kilpatrick 

Kinnaird 

Lauder 

Lennox 

Lindfay 

Little 

Longoville 

Ivundie 

Lyfle 

IViacdonald 

Macdougald 

Macduft ' 

Mackay 

Makenzie 

Maclean 

Mar 

Marihall 

Maule 

Mill 

Monmouth 
IVTofitgomery 



Nairn 

Neil 

Newbigging 

Oliphant 

OmphraviUe 

O'Neil 

Oxford 

Panmure 

Pembroke 

Percy J 

Perth 

Philorth 

PitOigo 

Ram&y 

Randofph 

Ray p 

Renfrew 

Rofs . 

Rothfay 

Ruflbl 

Rutherford 

Ruthven 

Scot 

Serimzeour 

Seton 

Sinclair 

Sommervillo 

Southefk 

Strathmore 

St. John 

Stuart 

Stcwrt 

Sutherland 

Thirfwal 

Tho, of Gbartret 

Tinto 

Turnbiill 

Vanes 

Udhy 

Wallace 

^ecmys 



A. 



P. i6. 1. 11. for rv/l r,fro^ 5 p. 32. 1. 13. r. 7^; 1. 19. t. refurfts 5 p. 34* 
L 2. r. *mJft I 1. it. r. ^&eJt ; p. 41. for cbtek r. eheke $ p. 100 i. 3. &r d^ 
^ees, T. d^rtet\ p. I02. 1. 13. r. launcbi p. te6. 1. 14. r. tvittin i p. 143, 
1. 8. far wins t, own \ p. 145. 1. j. r. a ^ant ; p. 146. 1. laft, lor fmndg 
i^frotauUi p. 234* tnA Wf^^ | P* 2x3. 1. 13, iir «C^i r. otJber^ 



THE 



ARGUMENT. 



T H I S« the firft book» introduaive of the then dif- 
trafled fitoation of Scottiih afBurs, opens with a (hort in- 
<vocation ; relates the untimely death of king Alexander IIL 
and afcribes the confufions of the country to that fatal event ; 
Caledonia reprefented pouring forth her lamentations at 
a facred altar ; a piece of poetical machinery is introduced 
in the figure of the angel Ariel ; Ariel accoils the hero Sir 
AVilliam Wallace, and infplres him to undertake the pro^ 
tediion of his country; Wallace prepares to oppofe the 
Englifb invafions ; the Englifh and Scottiih armies aflemble 
near Falkirk ; a difpute for the command arifes amongft the 
Scots chiefs ; Cumming» one of the mod powerful, abandons 
the field with 10,000 men ; Wallace in refentment retires 
with as many ; and Stuart the third chieftain is left with 
his 1O9O00 to oppofe the force of the whole Englifh anny.»- 
Stuart is flain, and his troops difcomfited : Wallace ad- 
vances in hopes to recover the field; he perceives Bruce» 
the father of our hero, warmly engs^d on the EngHfli fide; 
a defperate battle enfues ; Wallace fights his way through 
the enemy to a neighbouring wood ; the battle is renewed ; 
the Scots are worfted ; the gallant Graeme is flain, and Wal- 
lace, widi renewed fury, endeavours to revenge his death* 
but is overcome by numbers ; and obliged again to quit the 
field. 



•* 



mtam 
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THE 



B R U CI A D, 



BOOK I. 



TT7HILST I, unequal, tempt the mi^r^hty 

^ ^ ihcme. 

And rife, adventurous, to the Bru^cian naxiie ! 

Whilft in my foul a filial ardour reigns. 
To fing the hero fweating on the plains ; 

Immers'd in ills, and long with foes befet. 

By caution now^ now defperately great ; 

Be prefent, Phoebus ! in the opening fcenes, 

Infpire my thoughts, and regulate my ftrainss 

Tell how the hero triumphed o*er his foes. 

Grew in diftrefs, and on his dangers roie : 

B 2 Reitei^d 
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^tU^ B A U CI A a (6Mk i. 

Reftor'd his country to her priftinc pow'r. 
Confirmed her honour, and enrich'd her ftorc. 

In former ages, and in ancient reigns. 
When ftrength unpolifli'd, mark'd lerne's plains j (a) 
DiiUntlefs ber mo(iarchs» and her heros. itood. 
In ftreams of Cimbrian {t) and of Saxon blood ^ 
Proud of heir fons, old Caledonia dar'd 
Her rivals pow'r, nor foreign infuU fear'd •, 
Then, did her kings for martial honour glow. 
And conqueft graced each hero's awful brow. 

In thofe remoter times (as fame hath faid) 

A prince renpwn'd, {c) th' Albanian (d) fccptrc 
fway^d ; 

Well 

(a) lernt^f rom the old Gftlican word Eryn, of Heiyn 
lignifics 9 country lying towawb the weft: it is commonly 
taken for diat part of Scotland called Strathern, and fign-* 
ratively for Ihe whole nation. 

{If) Cimirian-^imbn was the ancient name of the war- 
like; people now t^lM the Dtne.s, wha Qver-nm many 
nations, and conquered England ; but n^et with fo many 
overthrows in Scotland, that Caledon was faid to be the 
Danorum tumulus^ * The grave of the Danes/ 

(f) Ajlexander III. who died of a fall from his horfe at 
Kingorn, a fea port town on the Forth. 



Book I.] THEBRUCIA D. 5^ 

Well fram*d his perfon, and well form'd his foiil. 
True majefty and mercy tun'd the whdle. 
Haplefs the d^y ! whereon the wife, the great, 
Upcin thy banks, O Forth ! refign'd his fatd ! 
May that dire day be from our annals torn. 
Nor let the fun, once cjieer, the guilty morn. 

Unjoin'd, then Britons fought in vai*idus part*, * 
By various names, and ftill more varying hearts t 
As branches jarring, from one comnioji root. 
Contentious ftrive, to work each Pther jout ; 
By fair Britannia yet untaught to fmile. 
Each fiftcr twin tries t'other to begdite 5 
Tfhe richer (ifter, jealous of her name. 
Ambitious hopes, to fmk the other's fame : 
Not feen the force, which Union might bellow. 
Wafting themfclves, diey ftrengthen ev'ry foe ! 

Since then, what flaughter rag*d en Scotia'^ ihore, 
^nd dr^nch'd the mother, in the children'^ gore ? 

i 

[d) Jlianiajp^Alhion, f^om Albio, or Albioickt tlte namo 
fiivexi to Gotland by the Highlanders, 

,8 $ What. 



$ THEBRUCIAD. [Bookl. 

|What dire opprcflion (a) on her mountains reign'd ? 
What blood and rapine all her vallies ilain'd ? 
The barbarous marks of proud opprefilve fway^ 
To force and lawlefs might, a threatened prey. 

Beneiath her ills old Caledonia (3) groans. 
Mourns her wafte cities, and her flaughter'd fbns : 
Beholds unnumbered legions crou'd her ftrand. 
And luft and havock ravage all the land. 

Greatly diftrefs'd ! impatient of her woes. 
Slow to a Grampian caVe (r) the viflim goes : 

(a) Wb^ din 9pprifien, &c.} At this time, Edward I, of 
Engluid was chofen arbitrator in the competition between 
Baliol and Brace for the crown of Scotland ; and he am- 
bitiottily imagined to turn the di/jmte to his own advantage, 
and to reduce that kingdom to a fubjeftion. 

\h) Old CaZfi/«»iVi]— This profopopoua, or fiftion of per- 
fonsy every reader will allow tole no impropriety in poetry. 

. (r) Shno t§ m Gribtfiait caw] — The mountains of Gran- 
'ebe, commonly called the Grampian hills, run from A« 
berdeen, a city in the north» to Dumbarton on the Weft, 
compiehending the braes of Meams, Angus, Perthihire, the 
LennoxUllt, and ieveral other countries. 

r 

Like 
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9 

Like piles in ruin, ftately in decay. 
Sunk in diftrefi, the &cred oiatroa lay : 

Deep in a grot, upon a mpfTy bed, 

• • • «» - 

Mournfuji reclines her venerable head : 
Solemn in grief, majeftic in defpair. 
Attends, and thinks^ the^e accents touch her ear ; 
** The pov'rful foe now triumphs on thy fhorc ! 
*' Shall then fam'd Caledonia rife no more ?*^ 
Heart rending founcj ! the matron's moumfu) cries 
Aflail th' immortals, and fii^igue (he fki^s ! 
At len^th^ Omnipotence behel4 h^r ills. 
And pity ftraight, th' eternal bofom fills, 

Twas night,^— but ftill, beyond the azure bow. 

Empyreal domes on flaming columns grow ; 

Kigh-arch'd with gold, with blazing em'ral4' 

. bright. 
Far thro' the v^id diffufe a purple light ; 

There ihining regions feel no fading ray, 

Lpft i{i (t^e fpl^ndors of etprqal day ; 

]£nthron*d amidft the pure effulgence, &t 

Tpjie pow*r fupreme ! furrounding fpirits wait ! 

B 4 Summan*J, 



S . T at B R U C I A D. [Booki. 

JSummon'd, the guardian of the ScottUh race. 

Swift, Ariel, haftes, thro* unrefifting fpace. 

Awful the God ! immortal filcace broke ! 

(Trembled the folid heavens as he fpoke !) 

Fly, Ariel, fly, and let a guardian hand (<») 

Prevent the ruin of yon favorite land ; 

Old Caledonia, once thy pious care, 

O'er-run with blood, with ravage and defpair i ' 

Old Caledonia ! funk beneath her ills. 

With ftriking cries, th* eternal manfions fills. 

Hafte, and the youth, (^) whom heav'n hath chofe 

mlpire 
With filial duty, and with martial fire i 

Arm 

{a) Ffyf Jrutjjfyy kcJ] Tis hoped th© reader will allow 
the juftice of this piece of machinery, becaufe of its neceffity^ 
Scotland was now reduced, in a manner, beyond all human 
means of recovery. Nothing could fave it but the inter- 
vention and influence of fome fnperior power.. T}us, th^ 
author, with fubmifliop^ thought a (fi^^nus 'vindice nodui, a dif« 
ficulty that required fuch an iotei-f oftl, and cbnfeqoently 
introduced the machine, 

(h) Hmfle, and the youth, Ac] Sir William Wallace of. 
Ellerily, who ftood for the liberties of Scotland, in uppo* 

iition 
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Arm his intrepid foul to fave the ftate, 

■ 

f I 

Prefcrvc his mother, and rcverfe her fatej 

He ipokei The feraph bows» and wings Ib^iBrsty^' 
And cuts the yielding unextii\guifhM day i 
Thro' ipheres below, direfbs his willing fligfai;^ , . 
And fails, incumbent, on inferiw night. 

Where Tay, thrp* verdant vallies rolls hi| 
waves. 
And fair JEneia's (ji) fruitiful borders laves \ 
Hcar'd on its t^argin old {V) Al|sdqni ftand^ ; 
Whole ri£ng fpires o'erlook the neighboring; \^^v 
• 

£tion to the invafions of ]l£dward I. The reader wilt pileafi 
to obfenre here, dtat the aathpr ddpigBs not a paidtttlar db« 
tail of the adioss of Sir V^illiam Wall^^e^i but ib (4^ 
as they immediately concern the affairs of 'kobert Bruce. 
And therefiMre he. brings Walker direaiy to the bufele ^ 
Falkirk, where,, in a cottfereqce with dbiat prim^e, he lays 
before hi^ the ungenerous deiigns of the Englifli king, and 
convinces him of hi^ own loyalty to hie cQuatry, aad thi( 
Brucian interefl, 

(a) A part of tl\e county now known by the name df 
Angus. 

ft 

(^) The ancient name of a town now called Dundee* 

The 
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The thoughtful hera here revolving Uy^ 
And tries in (lumbers to forget the day. 
.With fpeed th' immortal nuncio hither flies, 
Aiid Fergus^ (c) air and Aape his form dHguife* 
Approaching foft, bis wondering eyes he fir*d 
On rifing bloom, with manly vigour mb^d ( 
But iaw, while flumbers thus his limbs inveft^ 
Short lighs and groans, alternate, heave his brea^ 
His country*s wrongs full in his bofom roll, 
Invade his dreams, and rack his genVous fbuL 

HTwas now, th* aerial mbifler began, 
Aix) in great Fergus' voice addrefs'd the man*; 
Arife^ my fon, thy dauntlefs arm oppofe 
To this vaft deluge of thy bar Vrous foes ^ 
Iiiivolv'd in blood, fee Caledonia lies. 
Her waitings loud have re^tch'd the pitying ikies^ 
To thee, O youth divine ! whom fate decrees 
Keftorer of thy country's Jiibertics 5 



(c) The n»pe of the firft king of Scotland* 



Tp 
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To thee, this (acred (^h^rge from heav'n I briji&. 

' Aft 

Commiflion'4 by ^hg Jieay'ns etcryxal kiqg. 
Roufe tbpn, my fon, exert thy wgrjikc powV, 
And drive thp foe frqtn this unhappy fhore ^ . 

Datp thy renown |h>fn this aufpicious day. 
And faye from ruin th<p Fefgulian fway. 
He faid, and mounting in 9, blaze of light^ 
Tl^e fcraph re-afcends th* cnipyrcal height. 

By this Aurora, in her chariot drawn. 
Had ting'd the ruddy eaft, and blufli'd the dawn ; 
Vfhtn, caird by heav*n, to manage heav'n's dc-' 

In glitt'ring fteel th' Ellerflian hero (hines. 
Born to chaftife the lawlef^ pride of kings. 
Quick to the field the youthful warrior fprlngji $ 
While higher names (a bafe degenerate crowd,) (# j 
Stain theif proud titles, and difgrace their blooil : 

{a) The author here points at the Camnuiigs, Mont- 
teethsy and feme other considerable chiefs, who would not 
acknowledge the fuperiority of Wallace. 
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For faftion's ends their country's rights forego. 
Treacherous retire, or, impious, aid the foe. 
Others more honeft, but by pow'r oppreft. 
Had tamely purchased an inglprious reft ; 
Only a few, whole thoughts by heav*n inlpir'd. 
And with the facred love of freedom fir'd. 
Bravely difdain'd a proud ufurper's fway. 
Nor traud nor force their generous fouls betray j 
Thele on their country's freedom fix their eyes. 
And threats and promifes alike defpife, 
Immqrtal chiefs ! who (if my artlels rhyn^ 
Can gain upon the injuries of time) 
Shall live, to late pofterity renown'd. 
With wreaths of everlafting laurel crown'd. 

Among the firft, the brave Limonian Thane, (i\ 
. And Hay and Lauder glittered on the plain. 
The daring Seton, and the faithful Boyd, 
Dauntlefs approacbt and clofe the hero's (idle. 



{i) Limman Tham^^Yit £arl of Lcnnox« 



••*. 
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Ramfay, and Lyflc, and Stuart (a) of race diyioejj 

In awful potnp^ and dreadful honours fhine,, 

Crawford, and Campbell (long a loyal name !) _ 

Array 'd in fteel,, to that affembly came. 

Then Keith and Murray, with their ihining (hield^ 

And Baird and Barclay, loyal, grace the field* 

Each warrior led a fmall, but honell band» 

Fix'd to the interefts of his native land. 

Curpming {i) approach^, ten thoufand in hif 

train. 

The fatal ruin of the future plain. 

The Gordon, to a length of honours born, 

Ruthven and Ker, the rendezvous adorn. 

Cl^land and Auchinleck, a faithful pair, 

Hafte to the field, and, genVous, aid the ,war. 

Now laft of all, appears upon the plain. 

The love and wonder of the warlike train. 

Intrepid Graeme ! (c) the martial pomp to crown, 

Array'd in burnifh'd fteel, intently flione. 

The 

'^ ) Lord of Bute. 

{6) See pag. 20. 

(r) The families of this name who have been accuftomed 
to write it Graham, or Grahame, will excufe, it is hoped, 

the 
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^ICbt chiefs, as dnc, the Godlike man accoft, 
Aai fondly wekome to the loyal hoft* 
From out the throng, the leader quickly ran. 
And to his bofonfi preft the gallant man : 
Hail, dearcft brother ! welcome to my arms. 
Born to redrefs thy ruin'd country's harms ; 
Straight, at thy prefence, vanifh all my cares. 
And ev'ry anxious dread of future wars. 
He (aid. The chief, advancing on the plain, 
Wich graceful mien, falutes the warrior train. 

By thi?;, the fun had ftiot a fainter ray. 
And down the wcftern fteep had roird the day ; 
Then to Falkirk, inclos'd with verdant meads. 
The gen'rous hoft th' Ellbrslian hero leads; 
The Torwood near, a nat'ral camp they chofe. 
And mid'ft its (hades enjoy a fofc repofc. 

the editor, for preferring Grseme» for which he thinks 
thene is not only equal authority, but, this bei«g no place 
to enter into that queftion» as, for certain^ it looks fmoother 
in poetry. 

Now 
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Now o'er the Qchel-heights (a) the rifing beaiDi 
Darts thro' the ruftling leaves a wayy gleam y 
When from the wood, advancbg to the plain. 
In martial honours (hone the Grampian train. 
The daring leader, waves his awful hand. 
And lift'ning chiefs in filent order fiandi. 
Approaching fquadrons next inclofe the nuu^ 
While from a rifing ground he thus began* 



* Immortal fofts of Albion*s ancient face, 
^ Whom faith unlialn'd, and loyal honours grace ! 
"^ Whofe noble tinceftors, undaunted, ftood 
^ In dreams of Cimbrian and of Saxon Uood i 

* Whom Rome's imperial arms eflay'd in vaki, 

* Her eagles Ihrinking on the blpody plain. 

^ Behold, my friends, your ruin*d coiintry^s wocs^ 
5 And view the triumphs of ambitious foes. 

* Ga(ping in death, fee Caledonia lies, 

^ j^nd to che heav'ns, and you, for fuccour cries, 

{a) Nouu c*er the OcM-JMiifSy 8cc.] Ocatli Montfs» the 
Ocliel-hills lye betwixt Strathern, Clackmannan and Kin- 
rofs ihires^ and for the moil part are all green. 

•You! 
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^ Yua! whom, of all her progeny, ihe owns 
f Hrr genuine o&pring, and her duteous fons^ 

* Bpbold your aged fires in fetters pin'd, 

' Or to the dungeon's, noifome depth confined % 
f With upcaft eyes implore your filial aid, 
c And feebly fink again thb hoary head» 

* Behold our virgins ravifh'd, fee our youths 

* The (polls and vidims of the perjur'd fouth ; (a) 

* Yourfelves ! from all your dearcft pledges torn, 
^ With' want oppreft, and infamy said fcorn ; 

* Thro^ woods, and wilds, and lonely deferts toftt 

* Expos'd to fummer*s funs, and wintec^glL: ^u^ 

* The race of Saxons, by no pow'r withftood, 

^ Pillage your fortunes, and debauch your blood. 



(«) Theperjurdfiuthi &c.] Edward I. of England ]ia4 
iWorn, to determine impartially in the comjpetition betwixt 
Bruce and Baliol ; but in place of obferving bis oatb, bd 
endeavoured to ufurp the forereignty bimfelf* 



' Unhappy 
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♦ . . . ; 

^ Unhappy Scots ! are all oxir heroes flbd ? 

f Our Fergiw% Kenneths, (in) Stfekl our MjflcolmS 

dead ?^ (i) 
^ Our Hays and {c) Kriths, aiid <itir itiimortxl 

Graeme's 



♦ - t '* 



^ And all our glorious lift of ancient names ? 

* Was it For this, thofc mighty heroes fought, 

f Thro* ftorms of death, their deatHlefi honojirs 

bought ? 
< Did thole Item patriots in battle ihme, 

• To fave their country, and fccure their line: 

(«) Our FtrpuSi Kinmbs^ &g.] T^e PiashtyAQg join*4 
the Romans and Briton^ againft this Seots, ciefeated them 
in the field,' flew uieir king, and threatened a total con*, 
qucft : but at laft^ hy the yalpur and condudk of Fq-gat If, 
ihe Scott were reftored, and afterwards engaged the Pidls 
under the leading of M'Alpin,' alias Kenneth More, thejr 
Overthrew them, and purfued ttieir vidorjr ^ the extu*<» 
patiod of dieir name* 



• * 1 



b) KiMMttbsp Miilc§Ims iBccJ] Kenneth IXI^ and Malqolm 11.^ 
famoos for diofe dxeildfal orerthrows titej gave the 0anes« 



.' t J 



(r) Uofs kMa Keitist UzJ^ K iftlort aocount will begiftsa 
^i" thiem in their proper placet. 



fwhph' 
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• When Tay beheld theip, and the tf^fnWiDg 

Forth^ ' •- 

. ■ - J - 1 ■■ • » . 

« 

• In conflia dire, mix with the warlike »9rth ? 

• 4nd (hall np {(^nconSt^ his gen'jroy^ IflC i. . 
^ No bafom kindle with the glorious &x$ i 

• See ! yonder Locarty's and Barry's (a) plaii^ 

• Still red with carnage, of the flaugljter'd PanfiS 
«• See thofe fame fields, wh^rc your greaf; f?{hc» 

.ft rove, 

• 'Midftwaftes. of death, your freedoms to in}pipye;, 
« Roufe then, and let thofe names your Wcaft in- 

fpire 

• With manly ardour, and mth loyal fire. 

« Let your great fathers all, your fouU poQSf&t 

« Arid arms, vindiftive, now their Wrongs re- 

'. I' . 

dre6. 
^ See where the haughty South in bright array, 

• From yonder fhining plains reflcfts the day^ 
c Behold Plantagenct (^) with, awfid pride, 

• In burnifh'd gold amifjfl; his fquadrons ride I 

[a) The fields of two remarkable "tattles* 
(i) 'King Edward, fo rir-named.> 

'r ''.... ' Come 



fiook t.i '1* H fe B k t C I A D. t5 

* Come, gallant friends, attack the daring hofl:,. 

* Ami dfive th* Infultmg legions from our coaft.* 
He faid : The chiefs, obedient, hail the man, 
And thro* the hoftj coiifenting murmurs ran. 

% 

By this the Saxon trumpet^ from afar^ 

in fiiiiHer notes proclaim th* advancing wat^. 

Thfc hardy ScdtSj return the martial found. 

And from the hills^ the loud alarms rebound; 

ApproacMilg, now th* embattrd fquadrons ftand, 

Arid in ftcfA order, glitter on the ftfand. 

The thickening war, around, obfcures the fields, 

With gtoves of lances arm'dj and bofly fhields* 

•1 . ' - ■ 

As when foiile diifky cloud o'erfhades the mairi^ 
The brtezc but whifji^ring o'ef the liquid plain. 
Scarce heave the fufges^ ocean fcems to fleep, 
And,: ftill, a hoiTOr fettles on the deep. 
Thus fileilt, crowded legions form around^ 
And dread battalions, blacken all the grounds 

C 2 fiut 
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But here, ala» ! How ihaU a Scotufli miife 
T&y &ix£ ciime» O ! Cumbernald, excufe ? (a} 
Fain would the mufe ta' ungrateful theme decline^ 
Or wipe the tarnifb from^ the tainted line. . 
Fain wou'd in filence pals th' ill omen'd fcene. 
The chiefs embroil'd, and the deferted plain. 
What direful woe from wild ambition fprings ? 
The wrecic of empires^^ and the bane of king^. 
Difcordt with hideous grin and livid eyes,. 
Swift, thro* the hoft, on footy pinions flies. 
Difcord (by --^ambition's ipiteAil brood ! beheld , 
Ten thoufand factious Scots forfake the field ; 

A race 

{a) Thy fatal erime^ O CumbiritaU^ &c.] Camming^ earl 
of Cumbernaldy , had joined the army, at Falkirk jvith ten 
thoufand men. But having himfelf an eye to the crown, 
and either fiUpeding, or difdaining the iuccefs of Sir Williant 
Wallace, a private gentleman, much inferior to him in rank, 
but thhn guardian of S'cotlandj inftigated Stuart Lord Bute 
to quanel with him* about leading tke yan> of the Scots 
army ; alledging that poft was rather- due to one of their 
family. Wallace iniifled on the privilege of Hi» olSce, and 
they parted from one another in high cha^' 

{b) Gumming, as if jdifJaining to difpute the point, led 
off bii XoMo%vcc5 «, and Wallace after fome altercation with 

Stuarty- 
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A race to glory loft ! which from thttiibYir, 

FeU from their fame, and dwixuflecl from their pow^c* 

Worfe the efiefts I for Wallace/ feaiing fraud, 

Taftes of the poi&n, jealouiy hJAl laid ; 

Of fancied wrongs, and with refentment fir^d. 

The hero, ' alfo, from the plain retii^d. 

Ten thoi^d Scots in tears dieir chief attend^ 

Thtf Sun him&lf, nc!*er law ^ brayer ban4. 

So great Achilles, on the Phrygian ftrand, 
)oju^d, by Atreus' Ion's unjuft, command. 
Full of his wrongs, deferts his country's caufe,* 
And front) the fiege, his myrmidons withdraw^^ 
Jjdfc in the field, the noble Stuart, alone, 
S^fore his few, but faithful^ fqua4f o^s Ihope. 

Apd now great Hertford thundq^ on the plafn 
And'twice ten thoufand flitter in l^^s train. 

Stuart, unhappily quitted the field alfo, by which ill*tia|ed 
4ivifion Stuart was left an eafy prey to the enemy, 

C 3 The 
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The hardy Stuart abaadoa'd tQ Kis focs^ 
Dauntl^fs, to meet that dreadful battle, goes. 
Ten tbpufand Scots (no more Uad fate allow'd 
To guard their Igrd) .arourvi the ftandard crowd. 

< 
The war b^ginjs, the blended. ckmQUW ,ri(e> 

TVnd Ifeouts aqd gro«i>% pxomifcup^i,:i•ecld -the ft;ije^ 

The glorious Bi^te^ uncjay^ted fcpiurs ^he fl^oks, 

• • • • . • ■ • • 

And blows unerring, thin the wond'ring ranks \ 
P*er Sa^pn necks he.hews a horrid way. 
While, roird in heaps, expiring, fq^adfojiSi I^. 
Hertford beholds his fainting legions yielc^. 
And Ed ward's, g^ pry fading in the field.; 
Amaz'd, he vie>ys the. chiefs unboypded might, 

Defpairs fuccefs, and ineditates his flight, 

. . . . I - 1 

The Scots, by fuch a leader's pattern taught, 
Advance, . and with redoubled fury fought. 
Back to the camp lord Hertford wings his way, 
♦ . "While on the plain ten thoufand viftims lay. 

Immortal Stuart f O w^re my bofom fir'd 
\Vith ardour like to that tfcy foul infpir'd. 

The 
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The mirifc fhotfd rsdfc a trophy to thy fame. 
Great as thy w6hh, ihd deathleis as thy name. 
But fee !^ ^hcrc Britce, array*d in martial [kide. 
And crafty Beik before their fijuadrons ride. 
Againft tie Scots they vengefuUy advance. 

And forty th&^Iand helms refledting glance, 

. . . * . . ■ '. - * 
Waviii'^ iri aii* the gilded Ijon flies. 

And loud the tnintpcii tccho £hro* the (kics. 



Tir'd-With late tbih, the noble Bute BeMd 
The fi^fertftihg lcgi(!ms tff bwd the bloody field i 
AnxftWs Snd doubtful, viewM their nSrghty powV, 

And firm theif rahks, extended on the Ihorc. 

> • » • " ■ 

AmSz^'d* ift firft, his- fpirfts backward roll. 
And by degrees forfake his gen'rous foul. 
He c^alfe His eyes around, but fees no aid, 
Wallace^'is injufM, and the Gumming fled; • 
O deadly guft of palTion ! direful heat ! 

*• - 

Dang'rous to all but fatal to the great ! 
In grov'lirtg minds but low refentment dwells, 
For blood that's grofs,rare, o'er its channel fw^Us; 

C 4 Spirits 
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Spirits hi^h-born, like meteors in the fky^ . 
Ferment in ftorms, and rpund in ruin fly. 
Relentleis Ellersly ! ah, canft thou ftandL 
/irl fee the hero butchcr'd on the ftrand B 

* 

iii. hero! whom fo recent laurels hleft, 

* • ' • 

!:> n.Lr.Lv-s, and fuperior force oppreft ! 

O ^cnd the god-like Graeme (and fave thy vow^) 

Or fend the faithful Boy'4 to his relcue ; 

Or let (be gen'rous Seton's tears prevail 

To ^lare the day, and turn the fatal (ca^ 

Behold ^e chie(s» all (^pplia^t beg aroum^ ; 

Unwonted tears, Aide, trickliojg to the ground, 

|n vain. Unchang'd the injured leader ftaods^ 

, . . ... % . . ... 

Feels much, and yet denic^ the\r warm ^etsmds^ 

i , . . ,.■'■.**'■ • • " * ■•• . "■-•*: 

With eager hi^e aj^rDs^h ^he ^^qn lines^ 
And in the front the (a) rev'rend warrior fliines^ 

{a) The reverend nuarritr Piais<^\ Anthony Qeik, bifhop of 
Durham* a great eneiny to Ae Scots, more fainons for his fkill 
ia the arts of war than in the gofpel of peace, ai a certain 
aithor remarks. This prelate headed io,coo men at the . 

UiUleof Falkirk, radfed by hit own inflacnce and aothorityj 

.•\ • ■ t 

The 
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The noble Bute beheld the num'rous bands, 
lYhilft recplle£ted in himfelf he ftands ^ 
Then ix^usM hU little hoft with frelh alarms. 
And ihrill the trumpet founds again to arms. 
Secure of glory, and a deathlefs name, 
jpavilh of X^^ he ruChcs into fame« 

The fignal giv^i;!, inflam'd with mutual i^agCt. 
Th* unequal iquadrpns furioufly engage. 
Thrft* ^urni£^*d {teel, fad burfts thp Reaming gore^ 
And rolb a purple current on the Ihore, 
The cautious Beik e^h various fcene beheld, 
Ix>pg us*4 19 war, <(n4 hardenM to the fidd 1 
Ei^teods bis ranks, and fymmons freih fupplio^ 
And to furround the. $cpttifli hero tries. 
The glorious ^utf pqr^v*d bis fly defigns. 
And i^th ^en^ rage attack'd l^is ftiibbotn lines,* 
^is manly arm 4^alt i^jX de{^u6^io(\ round. 
And Saxon crowds lay gafping on the ground. 
Their leader's pattern, ev*ry Sc^t Jnljpircs, 
.WifCji from the rage, the rev'rend chief retires. 
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Buffcos^brave Seoart bdHeld in onfoifd' fr^,- 
In thick bactatia iiis^f&kfi*d 6n thfe .^i)^ , 
To fuccoar Beik, fall ihlr«j' tRoii&ftd ^tm, ' 
And at their head themightjr Butrek ifi^rii^ 
Difplay^d agamft t«s owtH thie iRRi's .gltfe,^ 
And martial tfumpecf atirnt^ th6 ^iit* 
Deluded prince ! thy foul ihall foon bemoan 
T&o^ xiuel (teedk m j^mffi ih8^4 bdt^^ done. 
The gen*roft>s Bote, ^epi^ at thti cWNiAg flgllflF, 
l^JKRT SflM Hr t;d]^^ p»P(r<ikM Mtn tW-^ f)jgh¥- ]f 
A f\}rious ctenrge^6ft Cltidtitid'fftal^ K«r'tfiaid^ 
And rblM-fiti hPA^s «lv htfa^Cltef'rMn^ed SSShi. 
Now Shiirt b^hdlds hU littfe^tlil^ tibft' 

HwBch'd in' th'eif g»fe, dl-Hiqje df'ftc<»AsR$fti 
With grief revt)lf^^»- their W«>n8tts ttk the pfiSn-,- • 
FttU twenty tK(Miralid,-byf«n th^jttfeffffi^ 

< * 

Grirar in diftitls ! impatient of ttit light, 
Refolv'd t6 die, ht rutti^s to iht fi^. . 

a 

^ ^Fraught with' d^I^ip, he deajt his \M^s rfbiincf. 
And Sax(5ft t)l66d-fe^ fffeiinM the critiffoft ground. ' 
But fpe'ftt Widi^ fofttt*!- tdils-, o^efhiacdr'd with powV, 
;^4aft the hero finks upon the fliore. 

Stretched 
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jSfretch'd on. the ftrand the godlike patriot lies, ^ 
And fhades ?tjprnal 1 fijttle round his eyes. ^ 

|iow ha{>p7 he ! who falls amidft his foes, 
A facred viftim to his countr)t's caufc I 
What tears^ whatyows, attend his parting breath ! , 
In life how iQvy I and how ador'd in death ! , 

Eternal xponqoionts fecure his fame, 

« 

And lairing glpry reits upon his name I 

» • - • 

ft 

Sol's fiery fteeds, .down from the noon-day height, 
Thro* weftern .climes precipitate their flight. 
Expanded fl^iciB (hos gaming chariots bore. 
And rays declining :gild th* Hefperian fhore^ 
Th^ELLERSLiANf biffin burmib*d araiour ftands. 
And, beck'ning, rpund him calls his daring bands^ 
Sullen and fad approach the warrior-train, 
And^ touch'd with ^yoe, regard the fatal plain. 
When thus the chief: ' You fee pur friends are lo%ir 
^ By treaqh'ry murdered on that blwdy coaft. 
/ The awful Br-uce yon mighty battle lead$, 
5 Apd prafty Beik his feledt fquadrons heads. 






ftS T H E B R U C I A D. [Book K 

^ See where the haughty king» in dread array, 
f Moves from the camp^ and haftes to Ihare the day. 
^ Then fay. What fliall be done ? the queftion's nice, 
} And JFate allows us but a dangerous chdce, 
« If for fupplies we fliould to Lothian go, 

• Then furioufly purfues the numerous foe. 

• If to the fafcr wood our rout we bend, 

• Thro* Bruce^s hoft we muft that fcelter find, 

• Say thcnw** The chiefs obfequious to his wiU^ 
As he ihould order, eager to fulfil 

^ The hero then, all dreadful as a Gk>d, ^ 

To meet the Bruce, before his fquadrons rode. 
Ten thoqfand fpears advancing in his train. 
An iron foreft ! glittered o'er die plain. 
By this bold Bruce, had rang'd his warlike lines^ 
And at their head in bloody armour (bines. 
But b my mufe, what God flxall lead the way ? 
What infpiration guide thee thro* the day ? 
To fing the chiefs, that never knew to yield^ 
EngagM in furious combat on the field ? 

I%cebus I 
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Phoebus ! alliil^ and all the Thefpian throng. 
Conjoin your voices, and exalt the fong« 

* 

Both armies now approaching to the fight^ 
In blazing terrors fhone intenfely bright. 
The fprightly trumpet's martial clangors rife,' 
And roll in rattling ecchoes thro' the fkies. 
Qlory and fame, each hero's foul pofTeft, 
And death or triumph breath'd in ev^ry breaft. 

The War now mingling, fiery courfers bound. 

And rufKing fquadrons fliake the tremblmg ground. 

Thro' polifli'd fteel fafl: ftreams the reeking gore. 

And crimfon torrents drench the purple fliore* 

There warlike Brucs exerts his awful might, 

I ... 

Here Wallace thunders thro' the bfoddy fight. 

Behold great Graeme refiftlefs force his way. 

Thro' all the ruins of the dreadful day. 

Here Seton, Hay, and Lauder fcour the plain. 

Their Boyd and Keith, a diftant fight mantain;. 

Yonder braye K^ennedy, in battle (lands. 

And great Montgom'ry join^ his faithful bandy; 

The 
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The hardy Frazcrs for the chtfg^ prepare. 
And dauntlefs Lundie rufhes to the war. 
See gallant Oliphant to glory ride, 
Dundas and Scrimzeour glittering by his fide 2 
Noble fupporters, in a caufe fo juft. 
Of fouls as daring, as of forms robuft i 
The genuine offsprings of renowned fires, 
Whofe firmnefs, never, but with life expirts ; 
Yonder the haughty TurnbuU takes the fields 
And favage fpoils glare in his orby fhield. 
Johnfon and Rutherford, and Blair and Gray^ 
And Guthrie, Scot, and Lindfay fhare the day. 
Newbigging, Tinto, Little, grace the lines. 
And Holiday in arniouf fiercely fhines ! 
Bold Holiday ? (a) in war a mighty man, 
His uncle feeks, and combats in the van. 
Thro* hoftile ranks they fcatter fate around. 
And twice four thoufand gafp along the ground. 
Quite thro* the Saxon hoft, o'er Carrort*s fiood^ 
To Torwood fhades the Scots in fafety rode. 

(«) Nephew to Walla«e4 

Wallace- 
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yiaUza^ alooc^ ^md^ ikssvae jSLnd Lauder fta/ 
Uniated 19^ th( (laughter of the day ; 
fiseedjr of- fomc^ their fiery couriers rein. 
And drive, impetuous, back unto the pkia.' 
TliUte huijdr^Ki men to guard, the chiefs prepare^ 
Inur*d tQ blood, and hardened to the war. 
Where Saicon ranks in thickeft order ftood. 
With ai^al'^ce thefe dauntleis warriors rode. 
£re £itw:B <}euld weil the Scottifh band perceive. 
His IcgioBB'^alfy^ Of juft orders give, 
Widt'WiO^iids transfibc'd, all wcltVing in their gonCf ' 
Tbreejiundred- -Saxons ftrow*d the bloody (kbteJ 
But nowbol4*BRtJCE his ftrong battalions heads. 
And thirty thou&nd to the onfet leads. 
• ^- . 

Cozen'd (tf) by fraud, and jealous of his rights 
Wing'd with revenge, he rulhes to the fight. 

(^aj CoxiJid hy frauds &c.] The elder Bruce » who wat 
competitor with. Balibl for the crown of Scotland, was im-' 
pofedjoah/ tb^kin^of EogUnd, and m^de to believe tb^ ^ 
Wallace defign'd to ufurp the fovcreignty, which occalipncdl , . 
his fighting here at Falkirk with his friends and railals 
againft the Scots. 

Thxtc 
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Three worthy Scots, pierc'd bjr hb nervous hand. 
Roll in their blood, and bite the purple ftrand. 
The Ellerslian chief (^) with forrtfw fees dietft 

bleed^ 
And^ fweird with rage, he reins the fiery fl!eed i 
Againfl the BRtxcz dire^ his awful force. 
The Bruce^ all dreadlels, meets the hero's courlc<f 
Charg'd in his left a mighty lance he wdre. 
And Wallace* hand a glitt'ring fanlchion borC^ 
Equally fierce the dauntleis warriors ride^ 
Soon burfls thro' yielding fteel, the bluihing tide.^ 
Froth Wallace' thigh trans'fix'd, diftils the gore,^ 
And Bruce's courier tumbles to the Ihore. 
Thl^valiant bands fooh mount the BkCcB ^in ^ 
While Graeme and Lauder thunder'd on the plain. 
Thro'^Saxon ranks thcfe heroes urg'd their way,* 
And wond'rous bore, the fury of the day : 
Whilft Wallace (tops to ftcm his bleeding wounds/ 
In neaps the foe lay fcatter^d on the ground. 
His blood how ftanch'd, the chief retumiJanew,* 
The hardy Gramme and Lauder to refcue. 

(iy WaJladfe. 

Ardent 
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Ardent, rejoins the war, with awful mighty 
And cautious Beik, reanimates the fight l 
By numbers, overpowYd the Scots retire, 
Yet cou*d not Graeme, reftrain his mai'tial fird -, 
A burnifli*d fword, his nervous arm fuftain'd. 
And forward ruflies where the war remained. 
Before the Bruce, he ftrutk an Engliih knight^ 
The glitt'ring creff fobn yielded to the weighty 
With unrefifted force^ thro* helm and head, 
Down to the collar, glanc'd the fhining blade; 
The knight falls, proftrate, on the gorey ground. 
And blood and foul, rulh, mingl'd thro* the wouridi 
A fubtle fquire, who faw the deadly blow^ 
Fir'd with refentment, meditates the foe. 
As Graeme retiirri'd, the crafty Warrior fpy'd. 
Beneath his armour^ a defencelefs void. 
In at hi$ back, full aim'd, with cautidUs caref. 
Quite to his heart, he fends the treachVous Ipear. 
The hero turned, and fmote the cruel foe, 
Jufl: where the cafque, the rizor joins below -, 
Thro' Iteel and brain, faft ruftiM the forceful brand, 
But hoble Graeme reels, on the bloody ftrand : 

• ' © ThU 
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This laffi fad proof of loyal valour (hews. 
By greatly falling 'midft his country's foes. 

When Ellersly the glorious chief tehcld 
BathM in his blood, and Aretch'd upon .the j6eld \ 
What fudden pangs his throbbing foul poilefl: ! 
What rage and grief, tumultuous, tore. his boeaft! 
He weeps, he raves, abandoned to dcfpair. 
Then, winged with fury, rufhes to the war. 
Enrag'd, he rides amidfl: the thickeft foe. 
And certain death, defcends in ev'ry blow. 
Bereft of reafon, carielefs of his life, 
Delp'rate he urges the unequal ftrife j 
The bloody torrents thicken as they flaw^ 
And heaps of flaughtcr, the red level ftrow. 
But now two ftrong battalions fliapc their way,. 
Their beamy lances glit^ring in the day. 
Led by brave Bruce, the hero's fteed they gore, 
Faft bleedithe courfcr on the crimfon fliore. 
A lance wdl aim'd, next fmote the martial knight. 
Unable longer to fuftain the fight j 

Relu6lant 
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Reludbant, now. folicits a retreat, 
Bemoans his fate, aiid Caledon^s defeat. 
Faithful^ his fteed, unfearful of his blood, 
Supports his matter through the Carron flood : 
Renowned beaft ! (forgive poetic flight) 
Not lei9 than rnan^ dcrerv:es poetic right; 
He bore his mailer to the farther fide, 

I 

Xbcn proftrate tumbled, groan'd awhile, and died I 
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SECOND BOOK. 

THIS book, after lamenting the loiTes of t&e former 
day^ introduces an interefting interview between Robert 
Bruce and Wallace ; Bruce appears convinced of the Eng- 
lish cozenage, and of the injuftice of his fufpicions with re- 
gard to Wallace ; they agree upon a fecond interview ; ia 
the interval Wallace difpofes his troops for a frefh engage* 
ment ; he takes a view of the former field ; he bewails the 
"iiumber of the dead ; and makes a moving lamentation over 
die body of the gallant Graeme ; he and the other chiefs are 
interred ; from thence Wallace goes to meet Bruce ; full of 
the melancholy fcene he had left, he at firfl accofls Bruce 
with fome warmth ; Bruce now fendble of his error, the con* 
ference concludes to their mutual fatisfadion.-— The Scots 
furprize the Englifh in the night near Linlithgow ; a con- 
tinued a£lion enfues ; Hertford in confufion calls Bruce to 
his aid ; Bruce feigns an attack ; king Edward appears him- 
felfy and the whole are routed $ Edward beginning to have 
a dilHdence in Bruce, tries artfully to difcover his fentiments ; 
and fufpicioufly eyes all his motions.—* A digreflion on the 
mifthiefs of ficdon ; Wallace after thefe victories leaves the 
army and retires to Edinburgh, and from thence, difguftec** 
takes ihipping for France. 
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I^HCEBUS in weftcro waves had drcnch'd his 

tcatp. 
And, brown, the twilight ihed a du£ky gleam; 
To Torwood's (hades the Scotdlh troops repair. 
Deplore their lols, yet hope, repels defpair; 
Wallace, with Ker alone, in penfive moodji 
Meafures the Borders of the neighboring flood ; 
Silent, on Carron's flowery banks tjjiey ftray'cj^ 
Revolved the day, and mourned the valiant djrad. 
The Saxons too retire •, and Bruce with R^y, 
Along the hearer verge, purfu'd t;heir way i 

P 3 When 
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When, thro' the gloom, upon the diftant fxdc. 
Deluded Bruce, the Scottifh chief efpy'd. 
Where jutting rocks a ftraiter paflage frame, 
Lcffen the channel, and contraft the ftream. 
There Wallace heard the leader call aloud. 
And, ftop{)ifeg, pfefs'd th^ margiA of tKe flood. 
When thus the BruAe ; * I know thou art the knight, 

* This day thatr dreadful,, led the Scots in fight. 

* Amaz'd/^ I faw thee in dire combat ftand, 

* And, curioys, mark'd the wonders pf thy hand. 

* To real worth a juft afiplaufe we ontei ^ - 

* Nor is it mine to ftain a genVous foe i 

* But fey, il»hit wild ambition fifes thy foul I 
< Whit rage MA tiiitdnefs ih tliy bbjlbm toU ? 

* Does th^ tfcn iir 6f fittpular a|)pkufe 

* Engage Ific*, cfel|]f rate, in Sa finking caafe ? 
^ €fr ifSfes ttfte iuft of fWay thus Hfgt thee on 

^ To crttpty. tides, and. a fancy*d throne ? 

* To wade fhfcf' fcas of Aft»6n*s precious bteod, 
^ Born on the bfc'atli of a tutftukoovis crowd ? 

^ Dar'ft tboii pWfumc to match the Erigliffi force^ 

* Or flop the mighty Edward's bpundlefs courfc ? 

♦ Vain 
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* Vaia mkn ! difmifs fuch thirft of lawlefs fway, 

* And due obedience w the viftor pay : 

* Preferve thy country from iippe^ding woe, 

* And yield, iubmiflive, to the conquering foe.* 
Thus Huntington. When from the other fide. 
The Scottifk chief in honeft terms re|rfy*d. 

^ Candid 1*11 own — Ambition fires my fod, 

* And rage and madnefs in my bofom roH. 
^ Ambition ! to preierve a finking fiiate, 

' Balely abandoned by the faithlefs great ; 
' To fave my country, from th' accurfed crew 
^ Of barb'rotts foes, and yet more cruel you 1 
^ I cklm no right, nor influence diiplay, 

* To mouftt te titles/ or to lawlefs fway ; 

' My foul hath ftjll abhor'd the jgaudy dream 

* Of fancy'd rule, or an ufurper*s name ; 
' To fave my country, if allowed by fate, 
'* All other ways, difdaining to be great. 

* Our actions are, our glory, or our fhame, 

* Not bcM-row'd titles, or an airy name, 

' The peafant to renown may nobly rife, 
Whilft proqd, a tyrant undiftinguiSi'd Jies. 

D 4 * Know 
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* Know then, FlI die, or fct my country free, 
' In fpite of Edward, and in fpite of thee : 

^ Thee ! who, by right, fliQuldl^ Albion's fceptcr 

f wield, 
^ Yet tear*ft her bowels in the blpody field, 

* Unnat'ral, who, return*ft to yonder Ihore, 

* Still warm, and reeking with thy country's gore. 
^ Before to-morrow's fun begins his courfe, 

* Once morp PU dare to meet the Englifti force 

' For that dear land, where firft I drew my breath, 

* rll feek the tyrant in the fields of death ; 

* Begirt with guards, ?ind wa,U'd with legions roui^d, 

* rU drive him, peijur'd, from o\if pative grqui^d. 
' FareweU deluded m^m ! thy ri^ht forego, 

' And bow, tho' nionarch, to ^ coz'ning foe. 

* Be a fecure, ignoble, flavery thine, 

* Let de^h, or glorious liberty ! be mine,". 

Thus fpoke the chief. His lateft accents roll 
Thro' Bruce's heart, and fettle in his foul : 
He finds himfelf by Edward's ikill mifled. 
Too long, by Englifh artifice betray'd 5 

Perceives 



Bookll.] THEBRUCIAD, 41 

Prceivcs the Scottifli leader's loyal care. 
His honefl toils, and unambitious war. 
Then thus. * You fee, my friend, the doubtful 
light, 

* Leads on the fable chariot of the night ; 

' Near Dunipace, where Hands a facred fane, 

^' By nine next morning, let us meet again.' 

f' No— long ere Phoebus runs that length of cpurfe, 

* Reply'd the chief, weUl meet the Saxon force % 

* In fpite of all the pow'r he has to fway, 

* Fate Ihall, before that time, decide the day. 

* He either ihaU his unfair claim give o*er, 

* And iterate with fhame his native fhore ; 
^ Or one of us fhall fall in bloody fight, 

* Impartial heaven, O judge our caufe aright ! 

* But if it fuits th' appointment to afllgn 

* At three, I'll meet you near the ancient fhrine.* 
The Bruce coniented, and to Lithgow paft, 
ToTorwood-fhade^ good Ker and Wall aCe hafte. 
Refrefti'd with food, the hoft for reft prepare. 
And in ftiort flumbjers hulh the din of war. 

Bright 
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Bright phofphor fobn the vaulted azure gilds. 
And ftars, retiring, quit the airy fields. 
The Scottilh chief abandons his repofe, 
And arms of proof, his manly limbs iticlofe. 
With clafps around the tempered mail he tries. 
And graven cuilhes glitter on his thighs. 
Upon his head a fhining cafque he wore, 
A ftaff of fteel with manly hand he bore, 
A beamy faulchion grac'd his able fide. 
Stern was his look, and danger he defy*d. 
His armour-bearer, Jop, ftept on before. 
And proud, the warrior's maflTy buckler bore. 
Thus forth the hero marching, views the lines, 
And proper pofts to ev'ry chief affigns. 
Ramfy, and Lundy, and the hardy thane 
Of Ixnnox, led five thoufand to the plain. 
Five thoufand more himfelf and Lauder guide. 
And Rickartdn and Seton clofe their fide. 
The former field they feek in deep array. 
And view the ruins of the former day. 

There, 
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There, Wliat a horrid fcene the fight confounds ? 
What he^ of carnage, prefs th* adjacent 

grotrnds*. 
With Efe, fcarce cold, yet bubbling through the 

wounds ! 

Along the Arand the floating ftreanis of blood 
BEo!f bit m tides, ihA chori^he nctghb'ring flood. 
Here lay brave Stuart, add koffii*s gaDant thane. 
With htniefl: wound's transfix^ upon the plain ; 
There lay great Grseme ! extended on the fliore, 
Lifclefs and pale, and ftain'd with glotted gore. 
Him Wallace faw, and throbbirig at the fight. 
Alights, and ruffles to the much lov'd knight. 
Up in his arms, he raised his drooping head, ^ 
And thus, with tears, addrcft the gallant dead. 

" Farewel, my befl: lov'd friend ! a long adieu 

* To all th* ijlufivc joys of life and you. 

' Farewd, O grateful viftim to our foes ! 

* Thou facred martyr for thy country's cauFe ! 

* For her thou fought'ft in dreadful fields of deatR, 

* For her thw greatly thou refrgn'ft thy breath. 

' That 



cX^ 
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* That warlike arm fhall I bchoW no more 

* The faulchion brandilh on the bloody fhorc. 

* No more thofe eyes (hall fierce in battle glow, 

* Thy friends delight, the terror of thy foe ! 

* How is the mighty fallen upon the plain ? 

* A chief, a hero, by a coward flain ! 

* Nor fhall his foul the treacherous triumph boaftj 

* Sad and confounded, to the Stygian coaft, 

* Thy noble hand foon fcnt the daftard flavc, 
' Mangl'd, and damn'd, to an infernal grave, 

* Ah ! gallant man, what worth adorn'd thy nxind, 
' How brave an enemy, how warm a friend ! 

* Sincere to me, fince firft our love began, 

* Thy David I, and thou my Jonathan. 

' Thou waft the hope, ^:he glory of my life, 

* My better genius in the doubtful ftrife. 

* Warm'd by thy prefence, how did I difdain 

* The toils and dangers of th* unequal plain ? 

* How did my foul with rifing ardour glow, 

* Lcffen the hazard, and contract the foe ? 

* O'crlook the adverfe hoft, when I beheld 

' My brave companion thunder in the field ? . 

♦Old 
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* Old Albion fhall in tears of Blood bemoan 

* The gallant patriot, and the duteous fon. 

* In thee her freedom and her honour dead, 

* Her hopes all blafted, and her fuccour fled. 

* Farewel, bleft fhade ! may thine unfpotted foul, 

* Now rais'd on high to thy congenial pole, 

* 

* In flames of heav'nly raptures ever glow, 

* And fmile, propitious, on our toils below/ 
He faid. The hoft accompany their chief, 
Burft into tears, and give a loofe to grief. 
So once, of old, on the Moloflian coaft. 
Bold Thefeus mourn'd his dear Pirithous loft. 



Now wafliM from blood, upon their fiiields they 
bore 
The lifelefs hero from the fatal fliore. 
With folemn pomp the mournful chiefs proceed. 
And in the ancient fane inhume the dead. 
To ev'ry lifelefs chief, due rites they pay 5 
To meet the Bruce, then Wallace bends his way. 
The lofs of Graeme, and that unhappy field, 
Inflam'd his foul, when he the Bruce beheld. 

Approach- 
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Approaching qujgk, the ireful chief b^gan. 
And in ftern language, thus ad^reft the xpsin* . 

* Doft thou repent thy bafe unnatural war ? 

* And fated is thy fopi of native gore ? 

* Ru*ft thou the aftions of thy barbarous hand, 

* The cruel havock on yon bloody ftrand ? 

* Regard thofe patriots, who, too loyal, came 

* To fave their country, to maintain thy claim ; 

* T* oppofe a proud invader's lawlefs might, 

* And 'gainft thyfelf, t'affert thy native right : 

* See where they lie diftain'd with purple gore^ 

* Subjects fo true, were ne'er fo flain before I 

* Behold the gallant Stuart, and Roffia's thanc^ 

* And god-like Graeme, late ftretch'd \ipon the 

plain. 

* Heroes ! whofe blood not armies can atone j 

* By fraud, oppreffion, and by thee undone. 

* Unhappy man !' — More wou'd the chief haver 

faid. 
But Bruce, in manly tears, this anlwcr made. 

* Yes, gen'rous friend ! I faw the heroes ftand ! 

* Like gods in battle, on yon Woody ftrand. 

Eager. 
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* Eager of fame, pnknowing how to yield,. 

* How they did coutt th^ dangers of the fi^lcj ? 
^ O^errpatch'd >yith numbers, prodigal of life, 

* How they djd ftruggle in th* unequal ftrife ? 

* Their native country, urging the debate, 

* With hcav*n they ftrove, and long difputed fate. 

* 'Twas I, deluded wretch ! who led that pow'r 

* Againft my frends, to this unhappy ftiore -, 

* Twa5 I, ill-fajtcd I ! feduc'd tp guilt, 

* My native blood fo Javifhly have Ipilt. 

* Poor, b^pjefs m^n ! by fair pretences led 

* To ruin, and by kingly fraud betray 'd/ 

WAL^ACf tranfpprted ! heard wljiat Bruce had 
feidt 
And on his knee a low obcifance made. 
The Englifti pow'r he beg'd him to difowji. 
And reign, ra monarch, on his native throne^ 
Ag^iinft that crafty prince, aflert his claim. 
Revenge his wrongs, and vindicate his name. 
Alas ! not yet I dare, the Bruce reply'd, 
Foriake that king, or quit the Saxon fide ; 

Mv 
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My fon an hoftage for my fealty lies, 

Which, if the fire fhould violate -he dies. 

But, here I vow, ne'er fhall this guilty hand 
A fword employ againft this injur'd land •, 
No more againft my friends a weapon bear ; 
But feek to fave me from the deep*Iaid fnare ; 
Then, hafte to thee, and on thy faith depend, 
Aflert my title, and reclaim command. 
This faid, he rais'd, embraced, the gallant many 
While tides of joy thro* Wallace* bofortl ran.- 
Endearments mutual, between them paft. 
And parting, each revifited his hoft. 

Their chief attending on the field of bloody 
In order rang'd, the Grampian fquadrons ftood; 
Arriv*d, the hero mounts, and leads the way. 
And firm the litlcs move on in clofe array. 
By Inneravin Lenndx guides his band. 
And hardy Crawford (hares that lord's commancf^ 
Thus ordered, thro' the lower way they ride 
Obfcure, by Eriglifh watches unelpy'd^ 

Wal- 
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Wallace himfelf conducts a chofen hoft : 

Southward he leads, thro* Maxwell's rocky coaft* 

To Lithgow ftraight, where mighty Edward lay^ 

Silent the hardy Lennox fpeeds his way ; 

Sudden, amidft the tents, in armour fhincs^ 

And hafty flaughter rages thro' the lines. 

With labours of the former day oppreft, 

Diflblv'd in fleep unwatching Saxons reft. 

When thro' the camp the clafhing arms refound^* 

And hoftile cries their drowfy fouls confound; 

« • • • . 

Edward amaz'd, beholds the fudden war. 

And bids his legions for the fight prepare- 

Enrag'd, his ccurfer mounts, and fcours along^ 

, . ^ ■ * 

And roufes, with reproach, the fluggard throng* 

Bold Hertford haftes, to York his forces joins. 

When Wallace efit'ring, thunders through thtiJ 

lines 5 

On Saxon ranks exerts his well-known might, 

> . * . , 
And drives, conlpicuous, thro' the bloody fight. 

Some'naked, fome half arm'd, an tinform*d drowd I 

Part ftupid gaze, . for help,' part icrcani alotincf . 
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Whilft hardy Scots deal death and terror round. 
Steeds, tents, and fquadrons mingling on tlie 

ground. 
Till awful Edward in the battle Ihincs, 
And with his prefence animates the lines. 
To arms, the reftifF Bruce, with fpeed he calls^ 
And twenty thoufand round that hero falls. 
Refolv'd, no more his fubjefts to offend. 
The Bruce advances on the mock-command. 
Great as he wont, before his fquadrons rode, 
Awiul he feem'd, and dreadful as a god* 
The ufual fiercenefs kindles in his eyes. 
And o'er his face, diflembled terrors rife. 
, His beamy faulchion brandifhing in air. 
He fcems to charge, and counterfeits the waf .• 
His threatning blows, if blows at all, defcend,. 
Innocuous fall, as from a father's hand. ' • 



Wallace meantime, and Lennox, in their^ 
courfe, 
Meet in the center, and conjoin their force. 

Tho^' 
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The warlike bands exert their utmoft might, 
And, unrefifted, thunder thro' the fight, 

r 

Fir'd with refentment of the former plain. 
Their country fpoil'd, their brave companions flain * 
Forward, United in their fury go. 
And pour fwift vengeance on the guilty foe. 
iSrasme, and the chieftains loft, infpire each deed^ 
And to their ghofts ten thoufand viftims bleeds 
Abas'd, the Saxon hoft for flight prepare. 
And from the field faft fpeeds the vulgar war. 
Dnly the king, now long renown'd in fame. 
Combats for glory, and aiTerts his name. 
Some other chiefs, in martial honours great. 
Before their monarch nobly rneet their fate. 
Againft that king to prove his matchlefs mijrht,' 
The Scottilh chief rode furious thro' the fight i 
Thro' all the force of the oppofing foe^ 
Full at his vizor aim'd a deadly blow j 
He,mifs'd the king, the fiandard- bearer's head 
Afundcr cleft the urirefiiled blade. 
The royal ftandard, fhameful ! prefs'd the plain. 
Then fled, difmay'd, at once the Saxon train. 

E a . The 
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I'hc hardy Scots their warlike ftecds prepare. 
And, moqnting, fwift p'urfue the Jlying war ; 
From {a) Glotta's banks, to (b) Nithia's fteepy^ 

coaft. 
With blood and flaiighter drove the fcatter'd hoft. 
Pierc'd with difhoneft wounds three thoufand lye. 
And Crawford-moor with mingled carnage dye. 
With tears great Edward views the difmai fcene. 
His braveft troops, now unrefcnting, flain. 
With rage and grief at once his foul oppreft. 
He turn'd, and thus the valiant Bruce addreft. 

* Ah, Huntington \ thou feeft yon murdering crowd 

* With flaughter tir'd, yet ftill athirft for blood ; 

* Our friends all butchcr'd, and yon bloody heath 

* One heap of carnage, and a wafte of death, 

* Woud^fl thou but turn, and flop their barb'roufi 

might, 

* By all the powers ! I fiiall confirm thy right.* 
He laid. The Bruce in modeft terms reply 'd, 

* Annul my bond, make my engagements void ; * 

(tf) Giotiay Clyde River. (^) Nithia, Nithfdale, 

' Thca 
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* Then ftiall I turn, attack the Scottifti fway, 
^ And try my utmoft, to reftore the day;* 
The royal ftatefmanj vcrs'd in kingly art. 
At once perceives his alienated heart ; 
Hence guards his motions, watches his defigns, 
And as a prifoner at large, confines, 
juft then, purfuing Scots^ yet fierce appear. 
Fall in with Ihouts, and thunder on the rear; 
With heavy heart the mighty Edward fled, 
Mdurn'd his loft honour, and his legions dead 5 
O'er Solway's ftream, home to his native fhore. 
He leads the reliques of his vanquifh'd pow*r. 
Full fifty thoufand in that journey loft, 
With mangled corpfes ftrow'd the Scottifti coaft. 

Thus far the Mufe, in juft example, fings 
Of traitors, loyal chiefs, ambitious kings ; 
Their deeds tranfmitting, down to future times 
in faithful recordsj and unbyafs'd rhymes : 

• • • 

Of virtuous names,- flie marks the glorious fatey 
And brands with infamy, the faftious great; 

E 3 Faftion ! 
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Fadion ! thou dire, thou legionary fiend! 
Po\y dafk thy views ? bow treacherous thy end ? 
Deep in thy bofom, woes, p^ft numbering dwcU^ 
penderM in pride ; inftill'd, and nur&'d by hell I 
By thee ! the Gods^ furpriz'd, to (4read debate ! 
Faftion feditious ! (hook the immortal (late! 
Combined in bands, aflail'd the facred throne. 
Till in his might, arofe th* Eternal Son ! 
Full of the Father's ftrength, attacks the foe:, 
And hurls them howling, to th' abyfs below ; 
Far from th' effulgence 6f fuperior light, 
'Midft fire to roll, in Ihades of cndlefs night I 
Mankind immortal ! innocent ! firft fl:ray*d. 
By thee, thou hcllifh principle betray'd ! 
Unfated fince, thou fpread'ft thy pois'nous reiga, 
Infpir'fl th' ambitious, aud delud'ft the vain. 

This Wallace found. Not all his gen'rous toils. 
His glorious conquefts, and triumphant fpoils ; 
Not all his brave attempts to free the ftate, 
Cou'd fcreen the patriot, from the jealous great, 

Befet 
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Befet by malice, and by fraud oppreft, 

(Yet green with laurels, and with triumphs bleft !) 

The godlike leader to Edina came, 

Renounc'd his powV, difclaim'd a guardian's name ^ 

'Midft tears of loyal ftates, refign'd his truft. 

And plans an exile, from his native coaft. 

His caufelefs wrongs deep in his bofom. fat. 

And deeper ftill the ruin of the ftate. 

Yet, forc'd by fadtion, he forfakes the land. 

His friends attend him to the briny ftrand ; 

A homely veflel bears-him to the main. 

And flowly, bounding, plows the watry plain ; 

Aloft, infpiring gales, propitious blow, 

Obfequious, rolling, roars the tide below ; 

Till fafe from dangers of the liquid reign. 

The warlike crew the Rochel harbour gain, 

Farewel, thou gallant man ! a long adieu. 
To wretched Albion's fafety, and to you. 
In arms, who now, Ihall dare fupport her right ? 
What hardy chief fhall lead her fons to fight ? / 

t 4 Her 
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Her once brave fons ! now terrified and aw'd. 
At home by faftion, and from home by Fraud : 
To woods and wilds and lonely deferts go, 
]Porfake her caufe, nor will to meet the foe. 
Again the foe, fwarms on her crowded ftrand. 
And frefh deflruflion fweeps her wafted land ! 
Farewel, brave injur'd man ! thou boaft of fame ! 
At once thy country's glory, and her fhame ! 
Nor (hall the rnufe thy farther afts explore. 
On Scotia's plains, or on the Gallic fhore. 
The weary rnufe here refts her drooping wing. 
And confcious of thy fate, forbears to fing. 
Some other genius may the tafk attend. 
And paint the villain in the perjurM friend. 
Nor (hall the Bruce's fate her notes inlpirc, 
Qr tune to elegy the mournful lyre. 
Secret, fhe weeps the lucklefs father dead. 
The fcene o'er^veiling with a (ilent fhade. 
But fits the harp to a fublimer ftrain. 
The godlike fon ! and his immortal reign ! 
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THIS book introduces our hero^ Robert Bruce, (his fa- 
ther now dead) mournfully attendyig the king of England 
with a formidable army upon a frefii invafion againft the 
Scots ; the Engliih upon this occafion over-run almcft the 
whole country ; king Edward removes from Scoon the coro- 
nation chair, with (ome other Sects archives ; the chief of 
the Cummings mortified to iee fuch an overturn of Sc^a 
r.fF^irs, addrefles Bruce on the occafion ; they enter into a 
fort of agreement, the conditions of wh^'ch Gumming be- 
trays to the FngliHi ; it is debated in the Englifli council, 
whether Bruce Ihould not be tried and condemned; which 
is diverted by a prcpofal of Pembroke's, that it would be 
more political to.javer-look him for the prcfcnt, until an op- 
portunity ihould biTcr of txtii*pktin^ all the race ; in thj 
meantime Montgomery fends Bruce a fignal to make his ef- 
capc ; Bruce profits of the hint and efcapes into Scotland ; 
a mcflenger. carrying difpatchss from Gumming to England 
is intercepted by fome of the loyalifis ; Bruce, rf:cr exami-* 
nation of the courrier and his letters, pofts to Dumfries, 
finds Gumming in the church, upbraids and flays him ; 
Douglas, feeking an opportunity to relieve his country an4 
recover his pofTeilions, is met by Bruce ; the firfl interview 
between thcfe two heroes ; they proceed with their train to. 
Scoon, where Bruce is crowned ; they march ,to Perth, then 
in the hands of the Engllfh, commanded by Pembroke, an<i 
fummon it to furrender ; a battle enfues ; the Scots are 4e- 
fipated ; and make their retreat towards Aberdeen. 
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THE 

B R U C I A D, 

BOOK III. 

np H E Saxon trumpets found the dread alarm; 

The war rekindies, and the legions arm. 
The younger Bruce is call'd from Gallia's ,fhore. 
For now the heplefs father was no more. 
In warlike pomp array'd, the crowded hoft 
Moves, fable, onward to the Scottifti coaft. 
As cranes, embody'd, (hade th' astherial plains. 
Stretched on the wing, to fliun impending rains 5 
The airy hoft on founding pinions flies, 
(^ A. living cloud) along the darkened Ikies ; 
So, wrap'd in duft, the Saxons fliape their way, 
Obfcure the fun, and intercept the day. 
Great in the van the mighty monarch flione. 
And by his fide in armour blaz'd the fon. 
Next, mournful Bruce, before th' embattl'd crowcj 
Full of his fire, in filent grandeur rode. 

Thick; 
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Thick fwarm the hoftile bands on Scotia*s ihorc. 

And fword and fire her poor remains devour^ 

To hills and dales her trembling fons retreat. 

Their homes abandon, to avoid their fate. 

Mothers and infants fhare the common woe. 

And, feebly flying, fall before the foe. 

From Solway's ftream, to Caithnefs ftormy ftrand, 

Qne difnial face of ruin fwceps the land. 

As when fomc torrent fwcU'd with wint*ry rains,* 

Rolls from the mountains, and o'erfpreads the 

plains ; 
The fwains and flocks o'erwhelm*d confusedly roar^ 
And woods and harveflis float along the fliore. 

Now fraught with fpoils, from fair (a) Pomona's 
coaft. 

To Perth returns the (3) Trinobantian hoft, 

(a) Pomona^ The largcft of the Orkney iflands^ 

[i) Trinobantian hoft."] Trinobantca were the people oT 
l|(Iiddlcrex^ &c. tajtea here for the fingUfh in general. 

Fron;^^ 
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From thence to Scoon the viftor takes his way^ 
The facred feat of Scotia's ancient fway j 

Where twice ten centuries her monarchs fat, 

.J 

On fated marble, venerably great. 
Imperial Scoon ! how is thy pomp defac'd ; 
^ Thy archives rifl'd, and thy glories raz*d f 
Thy facred monuments (the prize of war,) 
And fpoils of ages, grace proud Edward's car ; 
The deeds and records of great Fergus' line. 
The fatal ftone torn from its hallow'd fhrine ; 
The learned, and their works, in triumph born, 
Agufta's {a) tow'r, and libraries adorn. 
This Gumming faw, and fpite of jealous hate. 
With anguilh, feels the ruin of the ftate : 
Touch'd with the woeful fcene, the Bruce addreft. 
And thus, in tears, unfolds his labVing brcaft. 

• Ah Huntington ! how long fhall rival ire. 
Divide our intVefts, and our country tire ? 

* Thou fceft our country, by her foes oppreft, 

* One heap of ruin, one abandoned walie I 

(a) London. 

«Her 
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* Her laws and rights and liberties forlorn, 

* By foreign force, but more by fadion torn. 

* Since you and I an equal right pretend, 

* Let both our claims in mutual friendfhip end i 

* Shou'd you to me convey your right, then I 

* To you make o'er my lands and property. 

* Or, if to you my title I refign, 

* Then your perpetual heritage be mine.* 
The Bruce accepts the laft ; and thus agreed • 
They fign, and feal, and interchange the deed. 
Meantime his rout again great Edward bends 
Back to Augufta, and the Bruce attends. 
Wrapt in his hopes, impatient for the day 

T* aflert his right, and vindicate his fway. 

But now, fell Ate, (a) fource of human woesi' 
Difmal from depths of Tartarus arofe. 
Fir'd at the treaty, the black fury fped, 
And, direful, hovers round the Cumming's head : 

{a) Ate^ fignifies guilt. She was the goddefs of revenge,' 
difcord, ambition, paflions fo deftrudive to human kind. Any 
reader will ealily fee the profopopocia, and likcwife underfland 
die machinery. 

u 
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In vifionary fcencs he hears her howl. 
Settles th* ambitious venom in his fouL 
The footy fpecJIre (bed a noxious fleam. 
And red her eye- balls fiafh'd a hellifh gleans' 
Full of the daemon, ftariing from his bed, 
Difclaims his oath, and the conditions made ; 
To Edward fendfr the writing feal'd'and fign'd. 
And fhows, malicious, what the Bruce dcfign'A 
Edward hi council reads the hated fcroll. 
And fudden vengeance kindles in his foul ; 
Straightway the noble Bruce is doomed to blecdy 
But fate forbade, and heav'n opposM the deed. 
Bright Ariel, anxious for his facred care. 
Shoots downward in a veil of thicken'd air ; 
Mix'd with th' affembly unperceiv'd he fat, 
Direds their thoughts, and guides the Brucian htty 
In fccret whifpers heav*n^s behefts conveys. 
Breathes in each heart, and all rfie council fways. 
The facred motion touch'd fly Pembroke's breaft. 
The peer arofe, and thus thcKing addrcft. 
* Sovereign ! — ^Not Huntington alone muft bleed, 
f His kindred alfo muft atone the deed, 

* Titf 
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* Till thefe are feiz'd, the punifhtncnt decline, 

'^ Then wreck your wrath on all the Brucian linc^ 

* His brethren, allies, and his friends muft fall, 
5 And one dire ruin overwhelm them all. 

* 'Tis thus you »are fecure.' The peers ajSent, 
And Edward, fuUen, owns the fentiment j 
Nor knows the fix'd eternal voice of fate 

Had doomed him fafe, and fpoke the hero great j 
For him immortal honours had decreed. 
And endlefs glories fhed around his head : 
Bid him thro' danger ftruggle to renown. 
And rife the theme of ages not his own. 

*Twas night ; and now the great aflembly rofr^ 
Each peer retiring to his late repofe. 
Not fo bright Ariel his great charge difmift. 
But, watchful, hovers o'er Montgomery's breaft i 
His heart with tendernefs for Bruce he fires. 
And to prevent the doom, his foul infpires : 
Bids foft the motion in his bofom roll. 
And breathes the friend, in whifpers, to his fout- 
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Full of the vifions of the night, firft fear 
Then love awoke, and rais'd the friendly peer. 
A faithful fervant foon his Idrd attends. 
Whom fraught with prefents to the Bruce he fends; 
No charge in words the trufly menial bore. 
But in his hand a purfe of fhihing ore. 
Two glitt'ring fpurs of filver polifh'd bright^ 
The certain emblems of a fpeedy flight. 
The charge deliver'dj and the man difmifs*d, 
Bruce rolls the myftic meflage in his- brcaft : 
By heav'n iriflxufted^ foon the meanirtg clear^^ 
Calls his attendants, and for flight prepares. 

• • * 

*Twas when Weak Boreas' fiillen gdfts arife, . 
And bear the fleecy winter thro' the fkies ; 
When bellying clouds defcend in Ipreading frtow^ 
And form a fhinittg wildernefs bebw 5 
By night the prince, two fervants in his trairi, 
On horfe-back mountings fcours the tracklefs plain ; 
But left the foe fliould trace his fudden fiigbt, 
Along^ th' impf eflibn on the fnowy white, 

F B^ 
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By fecret hands his courfers backward {hod> 
Elude the fearch, and falHfy the road. 
Thro* dreary fhades of night, and tracks of fnow. 
Where winds and ftorms in flrugglingtempeftsblow: 
Where hills and dales, the foreft and the field. 
One tircfome undiftinguifh'd profpeft yield ; 
Where roaring torrents roll their wat'ry fway. 
The Noble Bruce purfues his reftlefs way^ 

Till paft the dangers of the hoftile plain. 
And tirefome horrors of the wintry reign, 
Lochmaben's gates a fafe retreat afford, (a) 
Unfold obfequious, and receive their Lord. 
By two attendants led, the royal gueft 
His great anceftors antient pavement prefl: : 
There found his brother, and Kilpatrick wight, 
Fleming and Lindfay, and the Reever-knight. (^) 
His eye, with wonder and confufion mix*d. 
The royal Edward (r) on the ftranger fix'd. 

{a) Lochmahens gates^ &c.] Lochmaben belonged here- 
tably to Br LCI* s family, as they were Lords of Aimandale* 

(i) l^be Reever-knigbt. The Red-reeverr tdims Tho|na» of 
Chartresy or Longoville, whom Wallace took at Tea* 

[c) Edward Bruce the king's brother. 
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He gaz'd aftoniih'd! then his brother knev^» 
Andi wihg'd iVith jity, to his (embraces fleWi 
^ch chief faluc^ his ibiPreigh iti his turd. 
And all their hearts With mutual tranfpot-ts bUhi; 
The nknials nekt With tridtuals load the boards 
And chiefs Attending entertain th^ir Lord. 
His hunger ibon allay'd^ the royal guefl: 
(At/ncn of war are us'd with fliort repaft,) 
Begun his late adventures to relate. 
And runs the feriirs of his former fate^ 

ft 

I'ill, deep approaching, all the chiefs aroftf^ 
To guard their fov*reign to his wifh'd re{)ofe^ 

Now fapes the wintry daWni tod Cyndila^s fif 
A twilight dim, fhoots thro* the Idw'riftg dayi 
When loyal friends in b(5hd& a ccrurict bfitig, 
fraught with difpatches to the EligKfh kifig^ 
By Gumming ferit. Thfe hardy Edwii-d rbfe^ 
And faftly to the kirig*s apinmttit goti. 
He found the monarch ftartihg ftbih hii ikiii 
And foon the captive. to his prefencc led; 
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The man at once produced (;he trait'rous writ i 
The mpiwch read, a{id i}Krddcr'4 skt the 6g^u 
He views^ a^4 wonders a( the bladk; de%^. 
His ey^s, Indigmint, Fol$ng o'er each Sno. 
The pyrpprt bore—* To h^ the B?mc8'$ futc 5 

• For kings ihQu'd dread (he pop*l«f audi tbfi great* 
Fir'd with rcvdnge, his coyrfcc quidft hct calls^ 
And, furioiis^ teaves LochiAaben's ancient walls* 
His friends, all ready now, their ftceds beftrode. 
And fwiftly follow thro* the noarfhy road. 
Straight to Dumfries advances all the train. 

And find the Gumming in the iacrdd fane. 
Rage, and fwift vengeance, rolling in his breaft, 
Bruce furious enter^d^ and the nwn addreft^ 

* Villain f (meantime he fbows the traitorous fcro^ 
^ Read this, ajnd le^a to. hate thy peijitt'd fojuUf . 

Nor more~but puU'd a.poinard ftoift«-^ft#atl^. 
And in his heart deep drove the fhimng death. 
Lord Gumming falls, a tide of crimibn gore 
Surfts from the wound, and ftain$ the hallowed 
floors 

His 
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His cfoufin Edward, hafting to his aid^ 

Prone at his fkle by Lind&y'S hand is kid. 

. '" . ' . 

This done, die Bruce attended by his traih^ 

Swifi: to Lochmaben meafures back the plain: 

Thence round, his royal manifefto fends. 

To warn his fabje^, and invite his friends : 

High rais*d, in gold the glittering lions glare. 

And round the itandard crowds the loyal war. 

The king appears, his noble mien imparts 

Love to their Ibub, and courage to their hearts. 

They view their prince, in arms a glorious naftie I 

And ev'ry bi*eaft beats high with future fame. 

Th^ monarch, mounting, foremoft trac'd the plain. 

Glitter the loyal fquadrons in his train/ 

Straight to imperial Scoon they bend their Way, 

The facred feat of Fergus* ancient fway ; 

When, o'er the lawns, as Bruce direfts his fieht| 

A warlike courfer bore a fable knight* 

His clouded mail a dufky horror Ihed, 

A bloody plume, blaz'd nodding o*er his head. 

> 

A« from fome nightly cloud's impregnant womb. 
The fvjdd?!) lightning glares along th? gloom ; 

F 3 High 
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High on hi; helm, fo w^v'd the blazy ftreanit 
And oV bis arniQur caft a doubtful gkatp^ 
His (lre(\uous hand a lance upheld on high. 
And byroad, a faulchion gUtt^r'd ^t his thigh. 
Soon as the Bru^e the warlike knight behekl^ 
Foremoff, he fpeeds his c^urfer Q'ci" tl^ field % 
His beamy ^ear advanci^ ir\ h^s reft, 
Aloud he calls, and thus the m^ addrci^ : 

* Whqe'cr ^hoi^ art in arms tliat tread*ft the plain^- 
' pifclofc thy purppfe, thy dciigns explaip ; 

\ W^iether a fti:apger f^j-om fome foreign foil, 

* Thou com*ft to view old Caledonia's toil ; 

* 3v hcav'n direded, if thoy com*ft from far, 

* Her fons to join, and aid her legal war. 

* Or if thou com'ft her freedom to oppofe, 

* Obftrudt our right, and to. aflift our foes i 

* Whoe'er thou art, obfcurc, or known to fanjc, 

■ -^ ■ K 

* Show thin^ intejntions, and qnfold thy name/ 

* I 

Thus fpoke the king, aod aow thq warrior- band 

.1 

Approaching, round the gallant ftranger ftand. 
The courteous knight a low obeifance made. 
And thus to royal Bruce, fulpmiffive, faid : 

*JFrom 
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* From foreign climes, and diftant trafbs of earth, 

* I fought the foil where nature gave me birth 5 

* liOng fince informed of this dear country's woes, 
^ By home-bred faction torn, and foreign foes ; 

^ Arrived, with tears J view'd her wafted fiiore, 

* Horrid with (laughter, and deform'd with gore ; 

* One face of rijin, direful,' fpread each plian, 

* Her towns in afhes, and her heroes flain : 

* My much'd lov'd fire, a captive's life had tried* 
^ In fetters pin'd, and in a dungeon died ! 

* Myfelf bereft of all his wjd^ domains, 

* Where, now the haughty Clifford proudly reigns: 
^ Mine erne addreft the king, addreft in vain, 

* Thcfe rights paternal, trying to regain ^ 

* His fuit preferr'd, the Saxon mov'd with ire, 

* Difdainful checked the venerable fire ; 

* With pride rcje«aed, lawlcfs difpoffcft, 

* Griefs fwcird to rage, indignant, tore my breaft f 

* Full of my country's wrongs, mine own difgracc^ 
^ I vow'd revenge on all the Saxon race, 

^ Juft as the motion in my bofom roU'd, 

* A loyal friend, in friendly whifpers told, 

F 4 'The 
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f The noble Bruce, cfcapy, purfup§ his way, 
^ T* a3ert his title to the Scottilh fv^^ay. 

• . ■ * 

* Rous'd with the thought, ^ arrp, and Jfpon pfCy. 

pare 

? To jwn my prince^ and aic^ the Iqyal w^^ 

. . . • • 

« If thou'rt that Bruce, and thgfe thy. martial 

bands, 

'. ' • 

* A' faithful fubjeft waits thy juft CQinmands : 

, . . . ■ 

^ A ftran^er I, a youth unknown to. f^pie, 
^ But loyal Douglas, was my father's name/ 

- ■ • 

The, Bruce, revolving vfh^t the fire had donc^ 

* • ■ . - . 

Flew to embrace the gallant'father*s, fon -^ 

, .•"■■* ■ ' 

Clofe in his arms the godlike man he prcft. 

And all theJ train falute the noble gueft, 

■ w 

Thence to ihiperial Scoon they bend their way* 
The far fam'd fe^t of Alhipn's ancient fway, 
Arriv'd, they enter ; guards furrounding wait, 
Whilft Bruce is feated on the throne of ftate : 
Then from the ^Itar of the hallov/d fane, 
The facred ofBcers the rites Uegan. 
The regal oil, firft plac'd by pious hands, 
Ip holy yafes on the altar ftands. 

The 
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The tuneful chpir their folema voices faifc. 
And heav'n rcfomwk the confeaaised Uys» 
The royai fcigance on his he;a4 they pour i 
In od'raus drops defccnds the iullow'd flaow'n 
Th' imperial crown, with daw'ling gems bc^t^ 
Irradiant | ne3?t, his manly tcjjjpks fit. 
Meanwhile tl;ie qhief^ and. whole attending tcain^ 
Intently gating on thie awful fcene, 
^With wondep few aflame, innoxious, fpread- 
Its, lambent glori€3 round the monvch's hetd i 
Amaz'd, bel^ unmfual i^lendors riie I 
Play o'er- his fapc» and fpa^klp in hi$^ eyes^ 
Again the choir their notes in concerts join, 
And heay'nly anthe^nw warble, thro' the Ajrine, 
The crowd in peals of loud applawfesk rife. ! 
And, catch- d fr-onx vault to vawlt, the^ ccchping 

noil^ 
Roird thro' the (^pme, and ra6tl'4 io the. ikies. 

\ 

The rites perform'4, attended by his train,, 
•f l\c fecred monarch kaircs. the haUow'd fane. 
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To rooms of ftate alcends the royal gueft. 
Where boards flood loaded with a rich repaflr. 
Gay ^arkling bowls the various banquet cheer. 
And mufic^s charms again fulpend the ear. 
Done the repaft, fucceeds the gladfome ball, 

Axid Caledonian beauties grace the hall ; 

• • • ... 

In rich attu^ attend their generous prince. 
And foot in meafures juft, the numerous danra. 
Nown^ht) the boards again with goblets crown*d, 
Lang Hvc the King ! with ev'ry glafs goes round j 
Round, from repeated bowls rich ne£fcar flows. 
Till eyes, ttludant, own they w^t repofe^ 

Now rifing beams glow on the verge of day,^ 
And o*er old ocean's heaving bofom play« 
The noble Bruce imperial Scoon forfakes. 
To Bertha's {a) tow Vs a royal journey takes. 
With him fierce Edward ifTues to the plaJn, 
Lennox the bold, and Athole's hardy thane; 
}landolf and Hay, two thunderbolts of war I 
Sq^on and Boyd, to^guard their prince prepare* 

[a) The town of Perth. 
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The daring Sommerville in armour (hines. 
And hardy Frafer his battalions joins. 
ItU^bmartin, Barclay, on %hc field appear» 
And doughty Douglas glittered in the rear. 
Five hundred fpears ^vance in bri^t array. 
Gleam o'er the lawns, and doubly gi|d the day« 
In Sertha's tow'rs the crafty Pembroke ftay*d. 
And twice ten hundred his commands obey'd. 
Before the town, then girt with walls around. 
The king approaching, mark-4 the proper 

groupd, 
I^ear to the works encamp'd the fquadrons lay, 
Commiflion'd thence two trumpets take their way : 
Straight to the gates the martial heralds. came» 
ReG|uir'd ^e place in good kii^g Robert's name ; 
Summoned the haughty Pembroke quic^j: to yield^ 
Or bravely meet their matter in the fielc^. 
The chief, in^igns^nt, hears (he bqld alarm. 
Deigns no replya but bi^s the legions arm. 
Throyghout the troops the leader's orders run, 
Inftant in arms the warlike Englifli fhoiic, 



\ 
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Back to the camp the heralds ibon repair. 
And bid thek mcKiarch for the fight prepare : 
Soon from the walk the Scots heitir ioud alarms. 
Of ccchoing truhipets, and the din of arms. 
Repairs each leader to his fix^d command. 
And rang'd in firm array the legions ftand. 
The kinfg on horfeback views th* embattled lines,* 
Then dauntkfs at their head in armcmr (hineis. 
Ready to fally, now, the Saxon train, ' 
The gates tinfoldin^, baflen to the plain y 
When lo ! a chief before the ranks appears. 
Grave were his looks, and rev'rend were his years j 
In ev*ry martial art .precifely fkill'd. 
Deep at the board, and daring in the field. 
SRr Ingram Omphraville, well khown to fame» 
In peace and war a venerable name ! 
The ifluing troops his awful prcfcncc ftay'd. 
And thus the chief to haughty Pembroke faid. 

* High from the walls I view'd yon level ftrand, 

* Where Scots array'd in firm battalia ftand ; 

* Compar'd to us, a fmall, bur dauntkfs train^ 
^ Inur'd to blood, and hardened to the plain. 
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• Their eounSfy^ love a genVovw warmth impartl^ 

• Arm& t^k intrepid hands, and ft^b their hearts^ 

• See ! round th(? ranks great Bru^b exerts his care^J. 
^ Cheers ev'ry ^ibm, apd infl«^0gies the war. 

• Full of his fire ! his fire well-known of old, 
^ In council^ fiibcik,. and in a<5lion bold. 

• Thefe other cWefs oft have I feen before, 

' Thunder t^bip' death, and fweep the bloody fhorbi 

• Glory and liberty their bofoms fill, 
•And ev'ry fddier boaft^ a gen'raPs fkiU. 

• Greater our numbers, but yon hardy train, 

• Long us'd to war, are matchlefs on a plain. 

• Therefore, my Lord^ the doubtful field delay, 
^ And promife battle the fucceeding day. 

/ Cauticfus, ineantjme, furprife the Scots by (lighc^ 

• Secure and guardkis *mid{t the fbades of night;^ 

AiTents thr leader, and the: troops recalls > 
Sudden pro&laims a imnipee fix)m the walls,. 
♦'Thisroghteaeb army to their reft repair, 
^ And le& to-morrow's fun de^id^ the war/ 

He 
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He faid. The Scots, part on the field abodei 
And part to Methven's neighbVmg forcft rodc^ 
In Ibft repofe to lull each anxious care, 
Thoughilcfs of danger, undifturb'd by fean 

Now Cynthia, filent, flieds a filver Ughtj 
Gilds the expanfe, and azures all the night. 
The planets round in various orbits roll. 
Glows with unnumbcr'd fires the fpangled potei 
A folemn horror fettles on the woodsj 
And deeper roll the murmurs of the floods. 
Late to their reft retire the laboring fwainj^ 
And filcnce o'er the face of nature reigns^ 
'Twas then the Englilh chiefs for fight pfeparcf^ 
And {torn the walls lead forth th* embattl'd war.- 
The waving lailCes (hoot a beamy light. 
And doubly gild the glories of the nighty 
To Methven, where the Scots fcfeUrely layy 
The crafty leaders fhapc their filertt way. 
Swift as they march*d, by chance a watchful kliigfct 
Defcrics the fquadroiis thro' the gleamy night.- 

Suddefl^ 



BooklllO THEBRUCIAt). 79 

Sudden he haftes to rouft; the (lutnb'ring crowd : 
By then, fly Omphraville attacks the wood. 
The hardy king had fcarce his banner cry'd. 
When Pembroke thunder'd at the foreft fide. 
The narrow foreft no defence cou*d yield. 
Then rufliM the daring monarch to the field. 
The iScottifh chiefs to guard the ftandard ran, 
Fuiious commenced the combat on the plain. 
Together clos'd, the battle fiercer grew. 
Loud to the fkies confounded clamours flew. 
From forged fteel thick flalh'd the ftreamy li^t, 
Mingl'd with air, and blazing o'er the night. 
The doughty king aloud his banner cries. 
And furious 'midft the thickeft fquadrons flies* 
His burniih*d brand was heavy, fliarp, and longj 
With ireful force he h^d amidft the throng. 
Thto* fliining ai^mour burft:s the crimfon gore^ 
A crimfon deluge floats along the fliore. 
The chiefs advance their fov'reign to fuftain. 
And haughty Pembroke meets the loyal train. 
Fierce with a fliout the hofts together bound. 
Trembles the foreft^ and the flcies refound. 

A waftc 
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A wafte of ruin, round the field is iprcarf. 
And heaps on heaps, lie roird the mangled dead j 
The noble king exerts his awful might. 
And Edward*s fury flam*d amidfl: the fight. 
There Somverville dealt round his deadly blowSj 
And doughty Douglafi thundered on his foes. 
Bold Lennox here, there Athole's hardy band 
Pour on the front, and fweep the deathflil ftrandi 
Pembroke* with grief their awful force beheld. 
His troops all broke, and reeling in the field % 
Unable to fuftain their martial fire, 
Difmay'd he flood, and ready to retire ; 
When Omphraville (fome Scottifli commons tir'd) 
The Engliih rear, with Moubray r(;-infpir*d ; 
This Pembroke faw, and foon his pow*r recallsi 
And with frelh vigour in the front aflails. 

The Scots o'erpow Vd, and on the point to* yicTcli 

< 

With rage and grief, their glorious king beheldit 
Aloud his loyal banner calls again, 
And fiercely rulhes on the oppofing trairf. 
Thro* all the ranks he fcatters death arounfd^ 
Red roll the critnfon torrent o'er the ground. 
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To.fa.Vt his ^iendsj and to fecure.tlie^at^. 
What -wondcts wrought he in the dirt 4ebat|: \ 
But yaiil the thought^ thiis iingly to fuftaiA 
^hc ,^ar*s w^ole tide^ and fury of the plain, 
tirg'd in the ftoittj eneon)pafs'd on the rear^ 
His fainfcin^ fcjuadrons all for flight prepare. 
I'heir foes no longer able to withftand^ 
pirerfe they fled, and kft the bloody ftrandk 
The roy^l blood ftpic ooziiig^ thro' a wounds 
Unfelt^ till noted, dropping on the grounds 
Randoif aind Somerville proud Jf cm brpl^e bort^ 
tnchmartil^, Bisirciay, eapttves from the &kQTt^ 

m 

A^d Frdfer, long for i^arcial 4eBds rqapWn'd, 
..And other chiefs 'the Jgpg^ife triurhph crown'di 
The hardy .Mowbray venturous to a fault. 
The Br y^t^^s bridle,. in his hand had caught; 
Loud^ to his legions that bold warrior cries^ 
^His&t to my aid> miiie is the i'oyal prize. 
But daring Seton fees the captive prince. 
And, fudden, r^Qics to his lord's defence i 
High, in hi^ rights he bofe a flaming brand. 
Pa JP4oubray*fl helm the thick'nhig blows defcend ; 

O ^TiU, 
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*Till, bent beneath his forcp, he quits the rein. 
And reels,' and ftaggers, ftunn'd, along the plain* 
The kingj thus refcu'd, from the battle fled^ 
And/ Englifh chiefs to Perth their captives led; 
Difpatch'd, a courier fpeeds o'er Sol ways (hore^' 
And Pembroke's letters to great Edward bore; 

* 

Joyful, he reads the adtion "on the plain, 
The Bri^ce's rout, the captives, andtheflain; 
Each pris'rter foon a barbVous death enjoins : - 
The wifef'leadi^f baulks his lord's defigns; 
With crifty fpeechcs their intentions try'dj 
And bounty fixM them t6 the hoftile fide : 
Tlieir lives he granted, libdrties reftor'dj 
And ev'n {a) young Randdlf owh'd a Saxoa^lofd; 
The commons all a joint obedience yield,* 
Difmay'd and routed ia the bloody field 5 

{a) Young Ranefolfoivffd] Thomas Randolf was the king'i 
nephew by^his filler; who being made prifoner here, and 
dvT^)airing of his uaclc's aiFuira, went heartily into the Eng- 
lifti interell : But being fomctime after retaken by Douglas, 
rcllored to the kind's favour^ and created Earl of Murray'} 
he proved one of the greatyril commanders of his time, 

Fsrikke 
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Forfake their homage fifice the fatal illrife, 

• I * - • 

And nicaniy barter lioerty for lire/ 



i I ... f • » . % 






Thuk noble Br tJcE by force and fraufd o'er thrown. 
His hopes hear riiinM/ahd nis fi^ccoufs gone ; 
To mountains, wilds, and deferts now repairs. 
To fhun the danger of furrouiiding wars. 
Edward attends him dh his lonely way, 
Athole, and Douglas, and the loyal Hay. 
Campbell and Halibiirton with him ride. 
Names all devoted to the righteous fide. 
Three hundred peafahts gathering to their lord^ 
A weak, but voluntary aid ^fford. 
'Midft barren rocks, and unfrequented ways. 
The royal Outlaw fpends his irkfonie days. 
Wild roots his hunger, and his thirft allay'd 

k ■ * * • 4. i • 

The friendly ftream that thro* the valley ftray'd: 
Green mofs, by night, affords his homely bed, 
*Midfl: the dark foreft*s hofpitable fhade. 
TWus, 'lonely, wandcr'd, dvcrfet with pow'ri 

The royal exile on his native (hore: 

' ' ... ' ' ■ .. ^ • . ■ ■ « 

*Till pinch'd with cold and want, the feeble train 

TKcir toils no longer able to fuftain j 

6 i, "^herc 
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Where £»r J)evana*s friendly fortrefs lay. 

Thro* roads uncouth djireft th^ir fccrct way, . 

Thither the quee^ and beauteous ladies c^me. 

Brave Neil attendipg qi> the royal dame. 
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^ABERDEEN; the feat- of two: univerfiticr, in; one '. 
of \vhich the author having received his education, he- . 
opens .this book with an eulogy upon that iituation ; Brucb 
with his inconfidcrable train', pafe here a fhort interval of . 
time in tranquillity ; the Englifli army advancing towards-.- 
Aberdeen, Br,uc£ is under a neceflity of withdrawing 
from it ; he marches into the couiury upon the river Avon ; 
part of this country being pofleffed by one Macdougal who 
was a fifter*s fon tp Cumming ; Macdougal in revenge of his 
uncle's death, aflembles all his force to annoy. the king; an. 
engagement is the confcqucnce; a moving invocaton by the 
Queen, whp with her attendants, was not far off, is here in-, 
troduced ; Bruce defeats Macdougal ; he is however in* 
great c^itrcmity ; he leaves the Queen and other ladies at 
her father's feat called Kildrummy, a fortified place upon 
the banks of the rjver Don, while he and his' followers 
retreat into the Weft Highlands ; the En^lifh under the 
King's fon defign to attack Kildrummy ; the Queen is oblig- 
ed to retire froin thence, but is betrayed into their hands 
by the 1 hane of Rofs ; Kjlirummy is (loutly d-jfended by 
pnc of thp King's brothers, &c. Young Edward advifes 
his father of the rcfiftance ; and King Edward himfelf 
marches with another army, but dies on the match ; Ca- 
cjpnarvon^., now King Edward the Tecond, is ready to 
abandon the fiege, when he obfervcs the fortification in 

G 4 flames ;^ 
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flames } he renews the attack, and the beGeged are all either 
deftro^ed or made prifoncrs ; Kling Edward is buried i 
Douglas, impatient for adkion, a(k& leave of the King ta 
sn^ke an excurGon from the iQes, where they had for Ibme 
time ibeltered themfelves ; He with a few friends lands on 
Arr^n, then, under the command of iLord Haftings; he 
makes a fuccefsful attack upon a detached efcorl with 
proyifions i Haftings betakes himfelf to the fort, and Doug* 
laf fo the Wfoods^ ; Bruce leaves Raclinda,- and (ails &r 
Arran, where hcfinds Douglas ; he next 4ired» hW ^obr^fitf 
Carrick, the original lands of his family, bor noAr foKjt&i 
by Lord Pier<y; Bruce on his landing is accofted by i^ 
fort ckf prophetefs ; her amufing harrangue ; the town- h 
attacked with'fuccefs; they next meditate an attempcon th6 
caftle, and Piercy, cautious, fends difpatches into Nor- 
thumberland ; a reinforcement arrives, but fearing a re* 
-yolt from the natives, the Englilh a^void fighting, and le- 
tire from Carrick ; the King in the midft of coniblatioa 
upon his fuccefs, is fadiy interrupted with the melancholy 
tidings of his Queen, his brother, and pt^rs \fdMt |^ 
tra7e4 into the haitds ot the Etiglifli*. 
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T^JEVANA! (d) bbaftedftfalt of arts-dWne, 
^^ Renown^ by Ph«)6bu6^ and the fycKd nine ' 
With aM ch- iniinoml fti^i^ of feience grac*d^ 
The fpoik of Romd, znd trophies of the eaft : 
Since, driv'n by bKrb'rbus^ bftnds> th* harmoniott* 

maids^ 
From Thcfpian bowVs, and from the Latian ihades i 

{a) Dfvana,'} New Aberdeen, fituated towards the moutlit 
of the river Dee. About a mile from thence, noFthward» 
lies Old AberdeeAr, near the mouth of the river Efon : where 
flands a famoiw uiiiv^riitjry foundc4 bjr James IV^ king oC 
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By Phoebus' care conduftcd o'er the main. 
Of old arriv'd on the (^) Taszalian plain : 
Near where the Don, fam'd for her fcaly brood. 
Her tide difgorges in the Grampian flood ; 
A fabrick ftands, whofe gilded tow'rs on high, 
ilear'd into -diaden^, invacle the flgr. 
Here met th' (c) Albanian prince the tuneful 

choir. 
And hails the patron of the founding lyre ;. 

• Condufts the mufes to the gay retreat, 
Afligns their manfion, and confirms their feat, 

O much lov'd feat ! nurfc of my tender days ?• 
Accept this humble tribute of my lays : 
So may each art and fcience grace thy halls. 
And wealth and fplendpr ftiil adorn thy wallf, . 
May ev'ry mufe, and ev'ry grace be thine. 

As love and gratitude fhall ftill be mine. 

- • ' • . 

(^) T^zalian.] The people of Mar, Buchan, and all about^- 
Aberdeen. 

(c) Alban'an prince^ &c.] The forefaid James IV. founded, 
tjie unlvcrfity here. 

Thy, 
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Thy duteous fons fhall fing thy glories rounds 
And Dona's banks repeat the pleafing found. • 
To ev'ry lyre the rural pow'rs fhall crowd, 
The fylvan gods, and naiads of the flood ; 
With raptures lift'ning to the fong divine, 
Infpir'd by Phoebus and the facred nine. 
Let Helicon his fountains boaft no more. 
Nor Tyber glory in his vocal fhore 5 

Ye Greek and Latin fprings relign your fame, 

'. - * 

Now loft in Dona's confecrated ftream. 



Within the neighboring walls the monarch lay, 
Liv'd on delight, and lov'd the hours away. 
The other chiefs, amidft their conforts charms. 
Forget their toils, and lull the din of arms. 
3hort their delights. From all the adjacent lands. 
And neighb'rir^g ftrengths, arofe the Saxon bands. 
Aflemble to the war the gathering pow'rs. 
Advance and gather near Devana's tow'rs. 
The king apprised, nor able to fuftain 
Th' unequal force, withdraws his little traiq, 
Ij'rpm Deva's fliores to Avon's fpacibus fource. 
The royal bands remenfurate their courfe. . 
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Thcrt rodfc the Qaceti, and ail the lovely fair, 
*Midfli barren climes expos'd to bleaky air. 
IJcar where {a) M^Dougiai held his favage fway. 
The monarch with bis thin battalions lay. 
M^Dougal nephew to the Gumming flain, 
Fir'd with revenge, advances to the plain. 
A thoufand ihlelds approaching to the fight» 
Dart from then* bofly orbs a gUmmVmg light. 
The haiidy king near to a foreft' ftands, 
And to array, calls forth his faithful bands. 
Three hundred lances glitter in the air. 
Move into ranks, and wait the barb'rous war. 



Swift as thch* native does, the Koftlle train 
Arm*d with fell axes, bounded tb the plain. 
By fierce M^Eiougal viokntly led. 
On Bii uCE^ ho(f a furious onfet made, 

(a) M*Dou^aI of Lorn, was fifter's fon to Cttmning 
whom Bruce had {lain; artd, at was natural, refented 
his uncle's death, whilft perhaps he did not knOi^ wKo 
had the juft title to the crown. His honourable and loyaV 
defcendamt will pardon the author's being obliged to foi- 
jQw th^ courfc of the hift^iy, and' to treat hhnhwt aii a* 
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Ye gods ! bow dire, how dreadful was the fray ? 
How fierce the charge, how obftinate the day ? 
The bold M'Doiig^rs troops, a barbVous crowc^ 
Inur'd to rapine, and bred up to blood ; 
L^ce wolves untam'd, or like the mountain boar, 
Their fury on the royal fquadrons pour. 
And with fell axes mow the bloody fliorc. 
'Twas here the noble king was hard eflliy'd. 
At once his courage, force, and condjaft try*d. 

I 

He mark'd the fury of the barb'rous hoft. 
And faw his friends bcftrew the fang^iine co^ft,} 
With grief beheld the havoqlc of the day, 
Ev'n Douglas bleeding, and the gallant Hay. 
Each fympathetic ear, fad groans afTail ; y 
Pity, nor vengeance l^fs, founds^ one dire w^l : 
Pierc'd was his foul, with fuch a moving fights 
He caird up all the wonders of his might ! 
Awful in ire, his banner cry'd aloud, 
Then rufli'd refiftlefe on the favage crowd* 
With force, renewed, into the w;ar,he bi;oke, 
TrembW the xwddjing forpft at the ftock I 



■.• "• 
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As when fome furious whirlwind fweeps the plain. 
Sounds thro' the (kies, and fettles on the main ; ' 
Mix'd in black tethpeft rifirig billows roll, 
^oars the vex'd ocean, and refoiirids the pole. 

4 

.Thus far'd the monarch 'midft the adverfe band; 
* -. ' • 

^Thus burn'd the thick'ning combat on the ftrandl 

« ■ 

The barbVous foe, ftopt in their bloody courfc*, 

•1 

Stood ftill, and gaz'd, aftonifh'd at his force. 

w 

■ I 

While pour'd in torrents rolls the favage gofe^ 
And ten fcore axes ftrow the crimfon fhore ; 
Ev'n fierce M'Dou'gal dreads the monarch's might, 
Yet fir'd with rage ftill animates the fight. 

Meantime the Queen, and 111 the lovely crow3, 

'♦•» ^ . -I . ■ 

From the fafe covert of the mady wood; 

Viewing the fury of each adverfe train^ 

And all the various terrors of the plain j 

Amaz'd, and trembling at the face of wai-^ 

Thus to the Heav*ns their ardent vdw^ prefer. 

* Thou ! at whofe voice divine the thunders roll,' 

V 

Arid Ihake the folid bafis of the pole i 

Whole' 
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Whofc dreadful nod ' ev'n* Gods ^nd men obey; 
Thou fole, thou facred redtor of the Iky ! 
To our joint vows thine ear^ propiticKis,' bichd, 
And thine anointed from his foes defend i 
Bear him, tTiou mighty arbiter of fate. 
Far from thb fliry of the dire debate ; 
Or crufh the hbftilc war, or drive yon band, 
Difmay'd ^nd wafted, from the bloody flrand:- 
The monarch's labours crown, rew;ird his* toibj 
And bid him triUrtiph in the rebel fpoils/ 
They faid, and heav'n affcrtts to half the pray'r. 
The half rejefts', ahd mihgles with the ain V 

Juft as the foe again for fight prepare^ 
Range in fierce ranks, to reconlmcnee the war ; 
TJie king with wifdom aswith valour grac'd. 
His bands affcmblirig, thus the chiefs audreft; 



* You fee, yon rebel animates his train, 
^ His iquadrons rallies, and renews the plain ; 

* Num*r6«s( 
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* Numerous thdr tioopt, and well wkh weapons 

ftoPd, 
' A brutal people «ith a favage Lord ; 

* Stock'd with provifioqs, in tlieir native ibil> 

' We pinch'd with famine, and fatiguM wkh toit» 

* Suffice it, then, we once have checked their courier 

* Their fury blunted, and repellM their force. 

* Nor let us further tempt our doubtful fate^ 
' But &ve our iiiendft^ and cautioufly retreat. 

* Renowa!d the chiefs, whofe ibuls, undaunted, dsat 
^ F$6c die ftem ikf , and meet the front of war i 

« Can (Ungheer in egch hideous form difiiain, 

* Thunder thro' fate, and fweep the gaftly plain I 

* The hero livcs^zalted into fame ; 

^ Nor le^the gloiy oi diat leaders name, 

^ Who, preft ¥dth odds, can check his martial fit^i 

* Elude the ^, and cautioufly retire.' 

Thus fpoke the king ; and foon, in juft arrays 
Retreat the legions from th' unequal day. 
The hofiile fquadrons for the chace prepare^ 
But bold the monarch, ftcmly guards the rear. 

Dougks 



Dm^ md . Hay, and ^U the chijef tains J^hd 
In ATOis, ^ ii^on. bulwark ! oil tlie Ar^nd ; 

TiU by jCljgrees retiring from the fields 

1, ■. • ^' . . 

jllielpy^ troops h^d g^n^d the woody bieldb 
His hopes $\\ blafted, and his purpofe croft^ 
Tq LQrnjJNf^Pqugal, recondudls his hoft. 

Now to. the .wood, thi kirtg a^iid chiefs repair^ 
Safe from the noife and dapger of the war ; 
There.ibxiiid.tbe Queen^ and all the charming traih 

« And in ', their foothitig arms fufpehd their paiti. 
By tender hands <iach feat* and bbcding wound, 
tWithfiudiousjcait: is, tented, bathed, and bound; 
*Nd8-]^hcebu$ fclf, ;jgod of the healing art, 
Cou*4 half fo foon^. (ucK ibv'reign cafe imparti 
Her dittany no longer Crete fhall boaft; 

( Kd vtiott Arabia vaunt h<ir balmy cpalt ; 

- iThc fair phyiici^iU fpecdier aid, afford ^ 
Their touch was med'cirie, and thejr lipS reftor'a: 
The \^eary chiefs^: fecure fronj^-dire a|iMTris> 
Fded tin thi^ir eyes, and live upoa their charm^ { 
In plcafirig colloquy confume the light^, • 
And tnek in fofcei: extafies the night; 
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Now, late in ocean bath'd, th* autumnal ftar- 

. *• 

Rears his red orb, and fhoots a keener glare. 
Around, his breath in fultry vapours flics. 
Glows the parch'd earth, and flame the middle fldcs. 
Long had the hofl: confum'd their irkfome time, 
*Midft barbarous foes, and in a horrid clime •, 
By hunger driv'n, purfu'd the hunter's toil. 
O'er craggy cliffs, and thro* a defart foil i 
Spofl'd all the forefts of their lavage game, . 
Ranfack'd each den, and pillag'd ev*ry ftream.-. 
Now fpcnt with labour much, with faminfe moce, 
At laft prepare to quit the rugged fliorc. 
•Bove all, the royal d^mc, and beauteous train, 
Strange to the hardfhips of a rough campaign ; 
By hunger pinch'd, and round with foes befet, 
Refolvc to flee, and tempt their future fate^ 
The king and chiefs their conforts fo'rrows Ihar'd, 
Mourn'd their declining ftrength and charms ira- 

pair'd \ 
With boding hearts the lovely fair embraced, 
And) batb'd in tpars, the fad departure haite* : 

The 
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iThc hoblc Neil, (a) and Atholc's loyal thanc^ 
Dircdt the way, *nd guide the lovely train. 

On Dona's fertile banks a fortrefs fiood^ 
Sltupendous pile I the labour of (bm« God i 
Held by the father of the royal dame, 
impregnable ! Kildrummy is its name; 
Thither the watchftil chiefs^ with loyal care; 
Thro* wilds, and paths uiikriowti, condudt the fiir- 
There at their eafe the tender beauties reft. 
But Hill the ihonarch labours in their breaft. 
The- monarch! who, meantime^ thro' hills ftnd 

dalesi 
IMidft barren rooks, and folitary vale^^ 
With fates adverici with cold^ and famihe's p«ins, 
Superioi: ftrlveS) and heaven his foiil fuftainsi 

How deep the coynfels of th' eternal mind ! 
Kfan's thoughts how ftinted^ and his views how 
blind! . . , 

♦ 

{k) N$hk Niil'] Neil Bruce> one of the King'f Imtheri, takeii 
a^irMfdi by> th<: £tfg]i(k and |nft to m/Ai it l^il^r^niy; 
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Far la the womb of caufes, fix*d on high^ 
Events in regular confufion lye ; 
Till heay'nihall by deorecs each link unloofc. 
And ftep by ftep our future fate difclofe i 
Not man,, hut angels, nJay explore in vain, * 
The winding order of the myftic chain. ^ 
Mortak^ obedient, to tb' eternal nod, 
. Muil hope, muft fuffer, and attend the God, 

Tiius,. long the mon^K ilruggrd with his £ate, 

. Glorious in. patience,; and refign'dly great ; 
Means and events he weigh'd with proper care, 
, In courifcl wife, and tehible ini war ;. 

, Through ev'ry fcene, and cv*ry z£t fedatc. 
Bold to- attack, and cautious to retreat i 
No toil refufing for the date's defence, 
A loving father, and a generous prittce. • 
In mountain- waftes j- -tRus long, dilSteft he ky. 
Yet undeiponding, paft fad hours way : 
Nor durU, fore pinch*d with want, the loyal powV •-< 

. FwiSlkcthiP ih«ighfi5^i.Qr ten^t the chaoipsigp^fhore. 

^^ -^ow autumn paft, approached the wint'ry fway, 
J^nd night's black ihades ufurp'd upon the day. 

The 
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The gathering clouds defcendmg from t?n high, 
Low*r, fraught with ftorms, and threaten in the&y. 

The north's chill breath comes keener o'er the 

» 

plain, 
And, thrilling iharper, feuds the thickened rain. 
The noble Brxjce, unable now to bear, 
Amidft a defart clime, th' inclement year ; 
His legions wams^ refolving to retreat. 
And vift. Cantyre to tempt his future fate. 
Meanwhile, before, the gen'rous Campbell fends^ 
To view the country, and apprife his friends; 
Thein to Lochlowmond march the loyal band. 
And find a crazy Birlin (a) on the ftrand ; 
They launch the boat, and, pair by pair the hoft. 
In twice twelve hours attain the farther coaft. 
The hungry legions fcour the defart lawns. 
Beat round the woods, and rouze the nimble fawns. 
Bold Lennox hears, amaz'd, the mingl'd founds 
Of cheering horns about, and opening hounds. 
Lennox ! who, here, firice Methven's fatal ftrifc. 
On roots and favage game fuftain*d his life. 

{a) A fort of ferry boat, 

H 3 He 
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He knew the king, and warn'd his little pow^r, 
And, joyful, met him near the briny fliore. : 
At once the monarch and the chiefs drew near. 
And, courteous, hail and hug the loyal peer^ 
The loyal peer fupplics the hoft with food. 
The mountain-goat, and produffc of the wood. 
pf toils and dangers paft the various tale ^ 
Mutual diverts, and cheers the welcottle txieal. 
Done the repaft, then rofc the. royal train j : 
And hailed to the margin of the main. . 
By this had faithful Campbell gain'd the land. 
And fhips with viftuals fraught, obfcur*d the ftrand. 
The joyful hoft foon laifeh into thee deep, 
And laboring oars the foamy billows fweep. 
Th* (fl) Hcbridian chief, who ftretch'd his ample 

reign 
Wide (^) o'-er the daughters of the Weftern main. 
The monarch welcomes to his friendly coaft. 
And gen'rous entertains the loyal hoft. 

{a) TP Hehridian chiefs Wf.] ^neas, or Angus, lord of 
the Weftern illaijids. 

(^3 Wide otr the daugbterSi Jffr,] A poetical way pf cx- 
preiUng thofe iilands fcattered up and down through the Ca- 
ledonian fca. 
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Three days they refted, thca put out to fea, 
And to ' (4) RacKnda plowed the liquid way. 
Ra(ilinda-s boors their ready, aid afford^ , . 
Receive wirfvjoy^ and. own their righteous Lord?^ 
Gladly fupply the troops with needful ftor? : 

A friendly race, an holjpitable fhore. . 

- . » 

Thro* the bjeak feafon here the monarch ftay*d 

Obfcure, and fame arqynd. proclaimed him dead, 

' ■ ' ■ ■ ,.' 

Meanwhile his foes affemble all their bands, 

- ... V . . . ' 

Harafs his kindred, and ranfack their laqds^ 

No diflTrence put 'twixt facred and profane. 

And ev*n the hallqwy. ipitre pled in y^in. 

Glafgow's (^) olcj, Igyal, venerable f^Tg^ 

In bonds and dungeons felt the faftion*s ire, 

* ■ • . ■ i« . 
The noble Seton, (c) ever dear to fame, 

. • . ■ • ' - . : • . 

' . . . J . V , • 

A godlike patriot, and a fpotlefs name ^ 

(a) RavlMa, i^c,"] Raachrine, or Rsyudilihid, oiik «f thd 
Ifiaid iflands. 

X^) Giajgow^s oUf loyal^ veft^raife J^^f^J • The bifliop. of 
Glasgow our author does not mention, his name) imprifone4 
and jput to death by the Cumminian faction. 

(f) ni nohk SetoHy ^f .] Sii: ChrillopKer Setoii, the nobl<^ 
^nceftpr of the Earl of Winton. * 

H4 'Pyr 
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' ( J J' ' '' ' • • ' .c 

By fafttbus treafori in LocWbuh lietrajr^cf, 

■''■*-. • ■ ' ■ 
And to Aiiguftii-s (^aVhoftilc tov^rs cdnvcy'd'j^ 

For Scotia's fake rcfigh*d his g^iiit tireathi' 

Great in his life, and glorious in his rftidi. 

Seton ! thou brave, thoi^cVcr 16yal nimtl 

How warms the mufe with the exalted &eni8r 

Let Rome no more her fam'd prcferVer^ boaft^ 

Camillius, Curii, and the Fabian hoft ; 

Old Albion in her Setoiis vaunts her ^daS^ ^ 

A race of heroes rifing into Gckls. 



The royil dame, befet with trdit'roiis pbwV, 
Forfakes Kildrummy, and the faithlefs fibre. 
Nprthwards Ihe fled ; but Koflia's rebel thanfe, 
Ungen'roiifly, betray'd the reiriale train ; 
Conveyed tnem captive to Augufti's tQwVs, 
TTo wafl:e> confined, their melancholy hours, 

T* aflail Kildrummy Saxons next prepare. 
And young Caern^von C^) heads the num*rpU5.wari 

(a) Augufia^ London* 
^) King Edward^s fon, afterwards Edward II. 

Great 
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Great Gloucefter the youthful leader joins. 
And, •midft his fquadrons, hardy Hertford flunes. 

In broad array the legions Iweep along, 

■ ■ ■ • ...■'' 

And round the walls .dilpgle the warlike throng. 

Each gate yoqng Edward views, each pafe fccures^ 

" ' " ." ■ ' ' . ■ * 

And ftorms of battVies rattle on the towVs, ""' ^ 

'■■''■'•-■..• •• - 

But gallant Neil, and Athole's Hardy thane. 

Repel the fury of the hoftife tfain : 

r 

}n vain a ftqrm of iron around theih flies. 
And fhocks of engines thunder thro^ the fkits. 
Their noble breafts no fenfe of danger palls. 
Each foul undauhted, as uhnioVd the watl^.- ' 
Tir'd with the fruitlefs talk, th* impatient prince. 
His fire admonifli'd of the twld defence. - - • 

« 

The haughty fire fdon arms liis awful pow'!^'' - 
And onward fpeeds to Sotway's £mdy {hoM. 
Fond man ! how iiifcious bf thy mortid daoe f 
How blind to that laft fwift approach of fate ? 
In vain thou fccft thy ftedy lemons ^lare. 
And triuhiph*ft in the pomp of impaous war. 
In thy fond heart proud conqueft vainly reigQS^ 
^nd luft of Jawlefs pow*r thy bofom ftains. 
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< . 

In VJW opprcflivc fway thy breaft ihfpires : 
Behold the period of thy vaft defires \ 
Sudden, thou feel'ft thy latefl minutes roll. 

And in a paultry hut expires thy fouL {a) 

.t\. • • 

Pride and ambition hand thee down to fame, 

t • ■ • • ■ ... 

A B&ucB betray'd mufl: maculate thy name. 
Not fo, When once, 'gainft unbelieving foes. 

Dread fiam'd thy faulchion in the facrcd caufe ! 

' • . 

When Antioch faw thee thunder on the Ihorc, 
And Syrian ftreams ran red with Pagan gore ; 
*Twas then bright trophies to thy name arofe, 
4iHl bays unfading graced thy awful brows. 
Now lawleis might and. fraud the fcene pVrcafl, 
yjlkUlm thy laurels, and thy triumphs blaft. 
Now, , unlamentcd, -thou refign'ft thy. breath. 
The hate of life, and ridicule of death. 



• ^ I 



Meanwhile the .Scots maintain Ki^drumm^*s 
tow'rs. 
And darts and javTms mix in iron ihow'rs. 

{a J And in a faultry but, i^cJ] Edward I. died fuddenly 
in this expedition to Scotland^ at a cottage in a place called 
Burgh upon the Sands. 
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High in their glitt'ring arms the chiefs appear. 
And from (he walls annoy the hoftile war. 
Impregnable the mighty fortrefi ftands, 

# I • n 

And braves the force of all. the Saxon bands. 
Vex'd at the vain attack, the prince recalls 
His troops, juft ready to forfake the walls : 
When fuddenly a mighty flame he fpics 
Burll from the roof, and crackle in the fkieSr 
A$;pprfl: contrivance ! a perfidfous Scot 
Had in a fccret towV the treafon wrought. 
At this, the prince again his fquadrons forms^ 
And with frclh force the flaming fortrcfs florms^ 
Betray'd, the brave defendants, and amaz'd. 
With tears upon the fpreading mifchief gaz'd. 
No longer equal to the dire dilpute, 
Aflaird by fire within, by force without ; 
Their hopes ^xtinguilh'd, their provifions loft. 
On terms furrender to the Saxon hoft. 
But haughty Edward, who no terms qbfcrv^d. 
Some hang'd, fome quartered, fomci in prifons ftaiv^d. 
The chiefs, brave Neil and Athole long renown'd. 
Their fate amidft a thoufand torments found. 
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T T ^. . .., _ . 

And now Caernarvon and his bands retire, 

•• * • r. • • . • . 

* t 

To pay the lad' fad duties to his fire. 
The court expeding on the border ftand^ 
Welcome the monarch to his native land. 

• ■• • . . . ♦ 

Peers, prelates^ gen'rals, knights, a fplendid train. 
Sumptuous attend, and aid the folemn fcene ; 
To Weftminfto^r in (able pomp proceed, 

^••» . ■ € >- * » 

YaWns the d^ep marble, and receives the dead ! 
The fire's laft rites performed, his royal fon. 
The young Caernarvon, mounts the Englifh throne* 

» 

Mea^tu;ne brave Bruce on Rauchlin's rugged 
. /hores» 
Patient confuipes the winter's^ bleaky hours ; 

Entirely infcious of the lowland ftate, 

*■• \» '. ». * 

His captive Queen, and mighty Edward's fate, 
Nor ft me b^ yet o'er thofe wild mountains fpread 

,] ' "■.'.. -..,.;' • • . • . . • . , 

Kildrummy fack'd,. and his lov'd brother dead. 
Un}cnowii:ig9 and unknown, his days he pad, 
yFar qn a horrid, unreguarded coaft. 
But Douglas weary of the dull delay. 
The yain-fpcnt night, and the inactive day ; 

The 
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The martial youth afpiring now to fame. 
To prove his worth, and to aflcrt his name ; 
Cou'd brook no longer this inglorious reft, 
And thus, impatient, the bold Boyd addreft. 



* How long, my friend, thus idly (hall we iKoan 

■* -.. ... ., I _^ 

* Our fortunes ruin'd, and the ftate undone ? 

* How long (hall Albion^Js unrelenting foes 

* Feed on her (poils, and triumph iii lier woes, 

, « While thus her caufe her fons like cowards yield, 

Nor dare aflfert it irT the generous field r 

J • • 

* Forbid it h^av^n ! nor let the Douglas fame 

,'■• >'' ■_ t ••'» -•%■/ ••' •.* 

* Sink in a daftard fon*s ihgloribus name. 

* No 5 like my fires, Piricek the dire debate, 

* Meet "the ' bravc^ day^ and' cbuft thfc¥ace bf^fate. 

' Henceforth this anxious ibuifhallkhow no reft, . 
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* No cafe ihefc litfibi» nd peaccf this iabViri^'brtaft y 

* Tiii'A'lfc;' W'fi'bnifordeoi^ ibrelgrf bands, 

* An^trbffl Her fhi'pidus foils hibte: ferb'^ousliafids, 

* Shall in'hcr pbmp d? aideilt l^lenddt nfe, 

. Her'^foi-y iiirtKa elBthy ted^ifiburit- t&^ikict'i 

* Till BruC£, fucceeding to his right divine^ 

* Shall add new luftre to great Fergus* line.' 
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He faid : And Boyd aflencing as he fpoke, 

• The King permitted, and their leave tHey fcfok. 

Swift from the rough Radinda's fteepy bay. 

Launch the bold chiefs, and fwcep the wat'ry wiy, 

Fly o*er the whitening furface of the main, 

, • • » « < 

And land on Arran's coaft their little train, 

• • • • • , 

Long had the iQe obey'd the fouthei'n powV, 

. ■ . . ■ 1, ' 

And Haftings govetn'd on the rocky fliore. 

In Bradwick fortrefs lay the hollile band. 

When Boyd and Douglas gaih*d the barren ftrand. 

The Scots withdrew, and in clofe ambufh lay. 

Far in a thicket on a feroggy bay. 

Juft as the deputy three galleys brought. 

With arms, and with provifions richly fraught ; 

The mariners their veflels quickly moor. 

As quick the Scottifh chiefs array*d their powVt 

The fervants led thef Viftuals from the main, 

Mov'd the ftufPd waggons o'er the beachy plain i 

When, all amaz'd, the Caravan beheld,- 

# 

Tke hardy Scots, in piider, take the fieki.- 

'■■■■-■- .M 
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As when fome lion, couching on the lawn. 
Views from a rocky cKfF the fportive fawn ; 
The lordly favage Ihoots along the way. 
Bounds from the fteep, and tears his trembling pr^ : 
Thus Douglas, fiirious, rulh'd amid'ft the fbt. 
And twenty deaths the ifca-beat level ftrow. 
The artfiil Boyd his needlefs aid reftrain'd, 
l^ut fpoil'd th* attendants, and the yiduals zziv^d. 
By this bold Raftings hears the warlike noife. 
And ireful to his friends afEftance flies. 

The doughty Douglas fpies th* approaching crcw> 
And marihals into ranks his faithful few. 
But when the haughty Saxon chief beheld 
The daring foe thus dauntlefs take the field ; 
Superior, yet he dreads the Douglas* might. 
And back to Bradwick wings his coward flighty 
Brave Douglas to the walls purfues in vain. 
Strong was the fort, and few the Scottiih train. 
The chief returning finds the hoftile ftore. 
And faithful Boyd attending on the Ihore. 
Then, in the covert of a fhady wood, 
The Scots tbemfelves and all the prey beft^w'd. 

Tco 
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Ten days -wefe'fttft, ^ben :'Ba;i^GB'aiibarks his 
hbft, 

And doubifuHauntthcfs from.l^adinda's £k^« 
FumKh^d wrcivinecdfoliibres,, :tbe: r^al itmOi 
IntfairtyrgiUeys.ptow the;^At -ry, plam* 
To AiTan*s rocky ifle, dircd^, they, bcxre. 
And gaks propitious :Waf(MJ;beni' to ch^;^ i^ 
" There fofe a hamlet on a rugged bay, - 

TWther the king and cbieftainabcnt; their. ly^^vj 
Entered a paultry.imi^-. and, qgick, den^and 
What ftrangers late had trod the barren ftrand ? 
Up rofe a female,, and the monarch led 
Where ►Boyd and Douglas held the foreft.fhade^ 
The Brucb .inflates his horn -, the vehement b^ljH 
Rings thro'.the wood, and floats along the coaft^ 
Akrm*d the leaders at the well-known found. 
With eager, hade from, out the thicket bound* 
Joyful falute the king^^ and theii relate 
The warden's foil, and their firft profpVousi fate i 

' ' ' . . : " 

Thence to the inn trace back the binding fhbr^. 
And menials lead alprlg the rifled ftof e. " '"" 
l^ich Englifli victuals load the homely board,^ 
And Boyd and Douglas entenain theii* Lord; 
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^ach individual, next, fharc boil'd and road i 
Glad was the kipg, and merry was the hoft* 

Now ceasM keen Boreas^ freezing breath to. blow, 
And ftreams, unbound^ in grateful murmurs flow ; 
No more, thro' lowring fkies, nfiixt tempcfts reign. 
Nor angry furges fwell the founding main* 
Smile all the meads, and blofTom all the groves. 
And feather'd fongfters chirp their tender loves. 
The various beauties of the Ipring appear. 
And gentle Zephyrs fan the genial year. 
The noble king three days in Arran's ifle, 
Refrefh'd his troops, and refted from his toil. 
Now tir'd of eafe, his thoughts on Carrick bends, (a) 
And thither foon a faithfuJ courier fends ; 
JBids him, attentive, . view the country o'er^ 
Praftifc with caqtion^ and their faith explore. 

{a) On Carrick^ {ffr.] Carrick belonged hereditarily to 
Kdbcrt Bruce in right of his mother, which made him the 
jaore anxious to found the inclinations of that people. 
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If friendly — -on the coaft a fire mull blaze, {a) 
Th' undoubted fignal of a loyal race. 
The meffenger obeys, and quits the fkrand, 
Andy fwift, arrives on Bruce's native land. 
The peafants tries, but finds them as he goes» 
AU fworn to Englifh, all the Monarch's foes« 
Yet, or by chance or fraud, kis hard to fay^ 
The blaze appear'd upon th' appointed day. 
The watchful King beheld a rifing gleam, (i) 
And to the leaders points the diftant flame. 

But 



(a A fire mufi hlaze^ t^cJ] I have always found it the 
greatcft difHculty to bring up fuch little circumiUnces as 
thefe to any degree of poetry* When the a6tion is great 
in itfc^lf, and the incidents proportionably nobley the poet 
labours lead. A dignity cf expreffion rifes naturally. -ctut 
of the greatnefs of fuch an a8ion, and in that cafe, a maa 
has more ufe for his judgment than his genius, in order to 
moderate his heat, ax^d keep him from running out into 
rant and fuflian. On the contrary, in petty clrcumftances, 
like this before us, the judgment has but little to do ; nor 
are they capable of genius, becaufe they cannot be tum'd 
out q^ their own nature, that is, they cannot be raifed or 
deprcft'd with any manner of decorum or propriety. 



(3) The msafcbful King hehU a rifing gleam,'} In cafe the 
reader fbould not fo well underftand this circumftance^ as 

it 
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But whilfl the failors, at their Lord's command; 
Unmoor the fleet, and clear the crowded itrand i 
An hoftefs^ bent beneath a load of years. 
Before the monarch 6n the beach appfcafs; 
Time on her brows iii wrinkled furrows fit,* 
But deep her councils, and her words were fate. 
Some fecrct pow'r her laboring bofom fway'd 
Her briftled hair rofe horrid round her head ; 
Foaming Ihe ftares, her eye-balls wildly rdllj 
As Bruce's fate came full upon her foul. 
Her words^ in more than mortal founds^ unfold 
L6ng fix'd decrees^ and oracles of old. 

it is narrated iii rhyme, I Ihall tell h'lm in profe, that the 
King had commanded a trufty fervant to pais privately 
over from Arran, (where he then was) into Carrick, one 
of his own hereditary pofleffions, in order to try the incli- 
nations of that Iseople. If he found them loyal, h# was to 
creft a fire upon the neareft point of land towards Arran, 
sTs i fign of their fiddit)^ and good difpofit&n ; lE>ut if not, 
he Was to eotne off privately as hi went,' withouli kindling 
any foch fire. He found them entirely in the Ehglifh in* 
teteft, and Brucb's enemies to a man, and' confequentlj^ 
ercfted no fire. However, either by chance, or to the Sling's 
iadagination, a fife did appear, which carried him' ovdHaf-^ 
inoiigii the midft of hii ciftexmes. 

I i VfhiU 
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While thus—* Hail, mighty prince 1 purfue thy 
way, 

* Thro* toil, to glory and undoubted fway. 

* Defcendcd of an ancient Drpid, (a) I 

' Feel future fcenes, and labour with the iky.- 

* Long ftialt thou ftruggle in the dire debate^ 

* Combat diftrcfles, and corttcnd with fate. 

* Ev'n now, I fee thee fweating on the fhore, 

* And (anguine fields diftain'd with running gorei 

* I fee a Hero, {i) now amidft our foes, 

* Whofc foul, mifled, ftill loves the loyal caufe 5 

{a) 'Defcended of an ancient Dmid^ tsfr.] The Druids 
were ancient heathen pnefb both in France and Britain^ 
They generally pcrfonn'd all their religious ofEces under 
oak-trees, and from thence received their name ; for fr- 
eaks are called in the Greek, aiid old Celt or Scythio 
language. 

(Jb) I fie a HerOf nrw amidft ourfoes^ HcJ] This was Tho- 
mas Randolf, the King's nephew who had been taken, 
and was at this time in the Ei^lifh intereft ; but was after- 
wards recovered by James Douglas, as I hinted before. 
. M the battle of Bannockburn, he happened, to negled a, 
poft his Majefty had ordered him to maintain, bi^t after- 
wyds bravely recovered Jiis honour, and was a great ia- 
ftrument in the viflory of that day. 
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* By fubtile arc to Engliih homage brought, 
f Rife on iieglcft, arid conquer hy his fault* 
^ I fee a knight from boftilc itgioris far, 

* Great in his wrongs, approach to aid thy warj 

* The injured exile combats with difdairt,^ {a) 

* And glory crowns him on a foreign plaint 

* I fee a fable chief, {b) amidft the crowd, 

* All grim with duft, and ftairt'd with futu re blood, 

* Ere yet eternal flumbcrs fe^l thine eyes, * 

f Ere yet thy foul iball niount its kindred fkks^ • 

(a) The injured exilft Esfr.] The anceftor of the prcfctit 
Duke of HamUton. His naare was Gilbert Hampton, 
clefcended (as fome fay) of the family of Leicefler. This 
gentleman having fpoka well of Robert Bruce in the 
Englifti court, was, for that reafon, fuddenly attacked, 
and flightly wounded by one of the Spencers, then great 
favourites of Edward II. The crowd interpofed, fo a$ 
Mr. Hampton could not revenge himfelf at that time, but 
^he next day he met him, and run him through. Upon 
this he left his country, and fled to Robert Bruce, whoi 
received him kindly, and in lieu of his edate, which was 
then forfeited in England, gave him the lands of Cadzeow^i 
Hamilton, &c. in the Weil, and changed his name front 
Hampton to^ Hamilton. He behaved with the utmoft bra* 
veiy at Bannockburn, and >^as knighted on the field. 

(6) I fee a fable chiefs Wr.] James Douglas,' who was 
ordered by K. Robert to carry his heart after his death X.6 
ihe holy hind. 

1 3 . t^^^ 
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• To him I hear thy latcft breath impart 

• The pious charge of thine untainted heart : 

' Pure from thy breaft, enchas'd in ftiining ore, 
^ To bear the reliques to the facred fliorc- 
' I fee the Hero eager to fulfil 

• The laft great mandate of his lbv*reign*s wiH i 

• Around enconipafs'd by a warlike throng, 

\ And join'd by Sinclair, and the gallant Young ; 

• In Tay's broad channel hoift his fwelling fails, 

• Waft o'er the brine, and reach Iberia's vales. («) 
I fee him there oppofe his manly bread 

• To fwarming legions from the fwarthy Eaft ; (^) 

■ * 

(it), jf/td reach Iberia s valis*'} Iberia and Hefperia an- 
cicnt names of Spain* 

(h) And /'warming legions from the fwarthy eaf,] This was 
about the end of the 13th century, when thofe expeditions 
of the chriftian princes (comroonly called the Croi/ades) 
in order to recover the holy land out of the hands of 
tht infidels, were hotted. James Douglas having been 
enjoined (as I have hinted) to carry the king'i heart to 
the holy fcpulchre, hearing in his paffage by the coaft of 
Spain, that the Saracens were very numerous, and pre- 
vailed exceedingly there, immediately landed, engaged 
and defeated them .in feveral battles. At lafl; growing too 
confident of his/fuccefs, the enemy having now become 
contemptible to him, and venturing to purfue a vaft num* 
faer with a handful of men, he fell into an ambufcade, wnjl 
forrounded and (lain. 
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All bath'd in blood, altho* the diftance far, 
I fee him thunder thro' th$ pagan war ; 
I fee whole nations fall beneath his hand^ 
And Ofmin's {a) millions choke th' Iberian ftrandL 
But now his courage into raihnefs grpws, 
Fluih'd with fucceis^ and mindleis of \m foes; 
Too far, incautious, tempts the treacherous plain 
O'erborn by armies, and by armies ilwi. 
More I cou'd name of ancient loyal blood. 
But fee — thy fleet already ftems the flood : 
Go then, to glory, patient, trace thy wajr. 
And hope the dawn of that immortal day ; 
When one brave field (hall all thy labours crown. 
And earth and flcies (hall eccho thy renown. 
To prove my^aith in what I now declare, 
I have two fqhs fhall all thy dangers fliare ; 
Thy toils tittend, 'lil) ^1 the tafk is done. 
And fate have fix'd the Bruce on Fergus^ 
;hronc^' 



|tf) 0$aa]i emperor of tli« SaiacenK 
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Thu3 far thc'prophctcfs, ami.l^ent hetiiwqr 
Back to the inn : the monarch put to fea; / 
The labouring oars the heaving billows' fWecp, 
Bound, the fifc^ift veilblis oVr the hoary deep. 
At laft tjhey gain the Bruce*s native land, 
And galli^ys anchVing cloud (he hidden ftirand^ 
Dejtfdbed, Oft the beach appeared the fqiiire. 
Before conUniffion'd to efefl: the fire, ' 

He told th$ Monarch 4U was hoflile grounds 
Ami that bold Piw^y rulfd the country round* 
Three Jiundrcd EngliQi waited his command, 
' Hinifclf the; fov'reigh tyhint of the land. 
Enrag'^, the irionarch faid, 'twas ftrange to rivCt 
Upon ^ hoftile coaft the cheating blaze ; ' ', 
The maad^ny'd ; notrl0ew he how it camcj 
Nor durft extii^uifti the deceitful flame. ' ' 

Then thus the King accofts the council round, 

m 

* Or Ihall we venture on the faithlefs ground 5 i- 
^ Or filent fhall we quit the dang'rous plain, 

^ Unmoor our'fleet, and meafure'back the main ?'. 
To this the fiery Edward firft rcply^j, 

* No dread Ihall drive me bacTc into the tide j 

■ 'Let 
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* Let thoufaads meet our hundreds on the ftrand^ 
f Rcfolv'd, rU venture on the. rebel, land,* - 

The Monarch fmi|'d, th? chiefs i;he judgment .pwi^i 
Ai^d bold, the Iquadrons fcek the ^eigbb*rj«g 

town. . ' • 

'.Twas night, and all Secure the Eng^ ^ti " 
No dangers d|'caded, and no wajtchcs kept; ,-. ' i ' 

Diverfe, the Sco^s tp diftant cjuarters goi , - r 

♦ 

And, fieree, with %>uts aflail the ctowfy-fo^.i 
Break j|>Unt'ring bars,* ^ burfi opQol^fig.doQis^* 
And with red torrents^ fuddeo, fb^ii^tk^ ^9Pfh. '. 
The air around mix'd gnoans an^ dfnnpars Ix 

The mournful accents reach If-or^ iPiei=qy*s 4995^ : 

* • ■ • 

But fafe in Turnb'ry Fortrq(s Picfcy lay, . 
Nor duril approach or mingk in tl^ firay:«' . 
Alone M'Dpugal, (11) who betray 'd beftw r 
The monarch's brothers to the S^pn ;p<W;r^.. 

^»:* ... .. 

{aYAhne WDifugal, tfc] This V» not M'^EJbtfgal ot 
Lorn, whofe engagement with the king we have defcribed 
befoM; liftit one Duncan M^Dougal >^ <^alIowa}r, who 
had l^etrayed Tho]!nas and Alexaiider Bfuce, the K>ixig^s 
broilers, to the £ngjf(h ; and tins i$ all the notice my au- 

thor takes of ^Et aftka* 

1 , . ..■■'. 
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An ancient traitor, 'fcap'd by fuddcn flight. 
Unknown, and favbur'd by the l^ades of night. 
Before the fun arofe to gild the day. 
Drenched in their gore three hundred Saxons lay, 
Tumbury-caftle next, the monarch viewed i 
But then impregnable the fortrefs ftood. 
Two days Lord Piercy lurks within the walls. 
And on the third a faithftil courier calls. 
Straight to Northumberland his 6rders lends. 
To warn his friends, and raife his native bands. 
Northumbrian poVrs the courier fooi^ alarms. 
And fudden fhone a thou&nd men in arms. 
But Gaudifer de Lyle, (a) an ancient knight. 
Who knew the Scotdfh chiefsi^ and Bruce's mighty 
DiiTuades his raflals from a march fo far. 
Propounds the danger, and deters the war : 
Ui^es the rifle, to tempt, in untrack'd ground, 
A force, for freedom, and for gbry bovm^i 

{a) CflUffi/ff df l^U^ tsTr.] A Ixcmch name, one of 
thofe who fet^ed in England after the conquefL It it re^ 
prefentcd b;^ the honourajble 'Squire Lyle, a Gcntlemaa 
of a confiderable fortune in Northui^aJbeirland to this day. 

A force; 
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A force, well IkiU'd, in ev'ry ma2e <rf foil, 

I 

In arms experienced, and inured to toU. 
The troops, difliearten'd, wou'd have quit the ftiocr 
But hardy St. John antimates the powV. (a) 
By him conducted foon arrive the band, 
And wait, contiguous, t'other chiefk command. 
But Bruce's fkill, to cautious Piercy known. 
And fearing, Carricks tribe, their King would own* 
|n place of combat, meditates a flight. 
And fecret fped him to his friends, in night. 
Bjith chiefs decline to tempt the Scottifh hoflt 
And foon regain .Lord Piercy 's native coaft. 

• ■> • » 
Meantime, fecure, ' the Scots in Carrick lay. 
And all the region own'd their foy'reign's fway. > 
The King at leifure view*d the cqpntry roundf 
And marked the ruins of his native ground. 
As Phoebus once, declining to the feau 
GlowM on the margin of Helperian day ; 
Sauntered the monarch o*er the pleafing vale. 
And Boyd and Douglas Ihare the frelh'ning gale, 

(a) Hardy St. John, £*fr.] The iinccftqf of the late Vif- 
fount Bolingbro^e. 
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Far on the lawns ^ warlike troop thcy'fpy'd. 
And at their, head: a. ftymph her charms di^lay-d« 
AdvancM the loyal feir with cafy grade. 
The Monarch's coyfin» (p) of Clackmannan's raccw 
Charming, the dame approaches with, her train, 
ThdrSov'reign hail, fubmiffive, on the plain. 
Her nan^e and bus'nefs next the nymph exprtft. 
The King, furpriz'd, the loyal fair ehiibrac'd. 

To ferve their prince, flic told, thtfe warrioilf 

came. 
The Bruce accepts the aids, and thanks the dame* 
, A band of forty kneeling on the fhore, 
A firm inviolable homage fwore. 
The Xing and chiefs dire(!il the foldiers care. 
And ftraight to Turnb'ry fort conduft the fair. 

• . • • • 

Happy the King ! — O ! momentary joy I 
A fad'niflg tale muft foon his ear employ ; 
Motions confpicuous, in the lady*s breafl: j 
foreboded tidings, fliocking, if expreft^ 

* 

(a) The Monarch* s cotffin^ t^r .] This lady was of the hou& 
cf Clackmannan, which family i^ flill extant, and Its hon<^ 
eurable reprefentative chief of the Bruces, 

AlarmM \ 
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Alarm'd ! the monarch prays the dame to fpcak, 
AiVhilft confcious colours chang'd on ev*ry check 5 
Unwilling accents, trembl'd on her tongue, 
Tranlparent tears, in heavy globules hung. 
iTransfix'd the King, attends the woeful founds. 
More poignant much, than deepeft fteely wounds, 

• His royal confort to the foe betrayed, 

* His brother, Athole, and brave Seton dead !^ 
How did he mourn, how did the chiefs deplore 
That Scene of fate to them unknown before ! 
The dame revived, fome comfort would afford 
To footh the leaders, and their doleful Lord. 
Sometime fhe flay'd, and fondeft care expreft, 
To lull the tumult in her fov*reign's breaft : 
At laft departs ; the chiefs in order came. 

And homeward, gratcfdl, guard the gen'rous dame. 
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BRUCE now in pofTcffion of Carrick, pafTes (bme 
days in tranquillity ; Douglas unhappy in the refleftion that 
Lord Clifford then held poflefHon of his lands^ begs leave 
of the King to pais into that country ; he detains leave ; 
after a toilfome xnarch, he arrives with a few friends in 
Douglafdale ; he meets^ wi^ aT hearty welcome, and gets 
what ingelligence he couUt. from- an honeft old fervant of 
his father's, named Dickfon ; Dickfon raifes what friends 
he could ; Douglas with his fmall party watches the enemy, 
and unfufpeded falls upon them in the church the next 
Sunday ; Clifford with a reinforcement returns, and re- 
pairs the caflle which had been demoliihed ; he deputes 
Thirfwall to the command, and goes himfelf into England*-^ 
Bruce remained ftill in Carrick ; meanwhile an army of 
Enolifh are alTembled about Edinburgh under Pembroke 
and Omphraville, and purfue their march toward Carrick ; 
but Omphrayille i ropofes, rather than at once to attempt an 
engagement, to feduce an old boor to afTaiEnate the Bruce ; 
the affafEnation is undertaken but difappointed ; another 
attempt is made to annoy Bruce by Macdougald ^ an ac- 
count of that 2£Uon, in which Bruce is viftorious.— - 
Douglas in his country having met with confiderable fuc- 
cours, induces Thirftvall to come to an aftion, and defeats 
him J after which he returns to join the king in Carrick ; 



ARGUMENT. 

in the meantime an army of Englifh led hy Pembroke, 
Vanes,- and Clifford march upon another attempt to di(^ 
poffefs Bruce of Carrick ; they try by an old woman to 
deceive him, bbt (he is difcovered; an engagement en* 
fues, in which Bruce is again fuccefsful ; and having got 
^onfiderable fcinforcements, he now Idaves Carrick and 
marches into the more internal parts of the country ; an 
account of an a6lion between Douglas and Moubray; 
Douglas puts 4:he enemy to flight ; Moubifay having re- 
^rted his lofs to the Englifh warden- of Bothwell, the 
warden challenges Bruce to fix a day for a move general 
engagement; Bru^e accepts, and the time and place is 
appointed ; a very bloody battle is the confequence,' in 
which the Bruce is agaiif triumphant, and by that means 
^ubdues to his obediex^ the Weflem quarter of the 
country. 
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T^ H E king o'er Carrick now extends his fway 5 

Submit the chieftains, and the boors obey ; 
Peaceful, and gently rules his native land, 

■ * * • 

And fubjedts ihare the fruits of foft command. 
But doughty Douglas, ftill afpiring name^ . 
Fir'd with a more than common thirft pf fame. 
Feels no delight, nor taftes his lab'ring bread 
The lazy charms of unambitious reft. 

War's diftant fcenes ftill in his bofom roll, 

. . ■ ■ • 

And future fields run crimfon in his foul. 

K 2 Whilft- 



V. 
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■ 

Whilft thus his heart the glorious impulfc feels. 
He meets his prince, and thus his thoughts reveals. 

* Now, gcnVous Sovereign ! you have gain*d your, 

own, 

* Th* aufpicious prelude to your lineal crown : 

* But Clifford, {a) ftill poflefling py donuins, 
« His lawlefs title to my right maintains. 

* And here I vow by all th' immortal pow'rs, 

' That tread yon azure vault, and blisful bow*ra-, 
' He either fhall refign my rightful 'ftatc, 
t Or one of us Ihall meet a fuddcn fate. 

* Forth then, dread Sovereign ! give me leave to go, 

* Purfue my fortune, and attempt the foe. 

* His arms and mine (hall in the field be try*d, 

* And fix the title to the conq'ring fide. 

* The chief may fee your fubjefl: bravely dky 

* But ne'er (hall Clifford fee a Douglas fiy.' 

The hero thus. But Bruce, whofe cautious mind 
Events and means in juft proportion join*d, 

(a) But Qliiord ftinpofiftitg, ^c] Lord Cli&rd had got 
the grant of Douglas's lands from Edward L 

Oppos'd 



J '» 
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• • • 

Oppos'd the motion, and the chieftain told, 

-*■ •'* .• ■■.... 

The foe was liunni'rous, ^d the leader bold. 

* I know thou dar'ft,* hefaid, « btithaft thbupow*r 

■ ' * 

^ To match ydn captain on the doubtful ihorc. 

• • • 

^ Weigh well tjje odds, and thy relblves dela^^J 

* Till hea^'n fhall open i fecurer Wiy • j, 
^ Till Icfs divided arc thy country's fx-iends, 

* And heav'ri thy monarch's dawning fway extends ; 
^ Then may *^e tempt our fortiine ori tJie plaini 

i At once, the crdwft, arid fubjeft's rights regain/ 
Thus the wife mionarch. Doiiglas quick reply'd, 
^ Did ^U the powV 6f En^l^d ^ard his fide; 

* rU meet th* ufiarper in th* field of death, 

* My right recoriquef'j or vtRgti thy breath? 

i Go then,^ faid BruCe, and bleft Him as he weht,^ 

* May heav'n^ propitious, fccond thy iriterit/ 

Now Douglas fpeeds Kim 6&.his firft Drea[th'd air. 
Two felcft friends participate his? ca^6. " 
Thr(/ hills and dales, an'd rugged rocks, by day; 
l^akiful they labour oti the cautiduis Way i 

K j By 
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By night fbtne grov« affords, a moSy bexl, ; ' 
And round them throws its hofpitablc fhadc^ 

• - 

Socrct, at, laft, thjro' ways untrod before,; - 

'. ■' ' ' ' ■ ^ 

Arrives the hero on his native fhorc. - -• 
*Twas night, and now from the laborious fiel4 
The fwain retiring feeks his honiely bifsldf/,.; . 
Sol's fiery chariot drench'd in ocean lies. 
And ftars began to fpapg^e o'er the ikies ; 
When thro' the gloom the chief a farm clby'd, 
A gentle ftreamjuft murm'ring by its. fide;.. 
Then, from within, a taper's twinkling light,; 
Pointed his doubtful paiTage thro', the night. 
Bold Douglas,^ cautious, view'd th? farm a]x>und 
Ana by the barn the honeft farmer found ; 
' Who marked (his labou»done) . with curipus eyes 
The figns, and read the fymptoms of the Ikies ; 
Adjufting, by the ftars, to-morrow's toil. 

To threfh the grain, or vex the fallow foU; 

.••■■» 

Becaufe the ftars ' (as fwains cxperienc'd fay) ... 
Are certain prophets of the future day. , . . 
Douglas the m^ approaching, foftly calls, 
* Friend may three yeomen harbour in thy walls 

' This 
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* Thi^ night ? nor longer wc refolve;tp ftay, 
' But with to?morrow's fun renew our way.' 
The labVcr, unabaflx'd, enquires . th^ir name. 
What means their journey late, and whence the^ 

came ?. , 

Soon, feign'dly, fatisfy'd in thofe requefts, • 
Straight to iiis homely parlour leads the guefts; 
Now Douglas, feated in the houfhold^chair^ 
The reft permifcuous round the beamy fire^ 
Viewed his new hoft, nor view*d without fiirprile^ 
And mark'd the Iparkling rigour of his eyes, 
A lively bloom his manly, face o'crfprcad, 
Tho* fi)cty winters had already fhed 
Their fnowy honours o'er his rev'rend head. 
Juft were his fentimehts, his looks ferene. 
And all his form, Ipoke mQte than vulgar mieii^ 
Nor was the loyal boor unknown to fime^ 
Truis to his lord, and Dickfon: was hid name; 
A jolly ruftick^ and in danger bold^^ 
Who long : had fenr*d thtt Douglas' fire of oidi 
The board then loaded with a clean repaft. 
Kindly the hofl: invites the hupgiy gUQ^;! 

' K 4 Grcai 
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Great Douglas, now, confpicuous by the %ht. 
The farmer views, and wonders at the fight ; 
His noble mien, and his erected face 
Around, undaunted, (beds an awful grace. 
His brows, auguft, iti fable arches rife, 
And glare, two living fires, his piercing eyes. 
Huge nervous limbs composed the hero's frame. 
His look^ were terror, and his foul was flame I 
The JabVer, curious, runs his vifage o*er, « 
And marks fome features not unknown before i 
Intent he gaz'd, impeird by fond defire. 
And in the fon began to trace the fire« 
By this the guefts had finifli*d their repaft. 
And fleep invites each weary fwain to reft. 
Douglas alpne ftill with the farmer ftay'd. 
Then to the chief the loyal Dickfbn hidj 

* Pardon, my lord, perhaps an erring thought, 

* Nor blame the man whofe zeal may be his fault ; 

* Thy father's image ftrikes my wond'ring fight, 

* The peerlcfs Douglas ! if I guefs aright ! 
' 3uperior I o'er all his menial throng 

* That hero fcrv'd, and think I faw you young* 

•Ifliar'd 
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* I (har'd my country's troubles, nor has fame 

* Ev'n Wufh'd to tnention, Thomas Dickfon's name, 

* By Saxon power, that noble Lord undone, 

* Hope now reviews the father in the fon/ 
He faid, and tears ran trickling from his eyes, 
Whilft, half aftonifh'd, Douglas thus replies. 

^ Faithful old man ! how am I pleas'd to fee 

* My father's friend and mine alive in thee ? 

^ My good old father ! dead in Saxon chains ! 
^ And I excluded all his wide domains \ 

* While Clifford holds my heritage by might, 

* And reigns a lawlefs tyrant o'er my right ! 

' Therefore in me (your ancient matter's fon \) 
^ Behold one daring to regain his own, 
^ And here I vow by ev'ry facred pow'r, 

* That never fliall I quit this native fhore, 

* Till Clifford or religns without debate, 

* Or one of us in battle meets his fate. 

* Now (iince the doubtful means diftraft my choice) 

* Prove your affeftion in your beft advice/ 

Thu^ 
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Thus fpokie the chief 5 and Dickfo^ foon rcply'd, 

* Xo-mwroyf-s light fomc fuccours fliall provide* 

* My duty to your noble fire I own^ 

* Nor fhall, ungrateful^ e'er defcrt his fpn.* 
This l^id, to bed the honeft farmer gpes^ 
And leaves the Douglas to his late repofe. 

Scarce had the orient dawn difclos'd the day^ 
When loyal Dickfon fpeeds him on his way. 
Thro* Douglafdale his eager fteps he bends^ 
And fecret warns his mafter's ancient friends* 
Each man in private bids his arms prepare, 
, And (ingly to his farm by night repair. 
The loyal fwains to his dcfire accord. 
And, one by one, hafte to attend their lord^ 
Hardy in arms, full forty ruftics came. 
And fwore allegiance to brave Douglas' name. 
Round their young chief the joyful vaffals ftood^ 
Borderer§ old ! and long bred up to blood. 
Douglas, meanwhile, embraces all his friends^ 
And, honeft, their paft fervices commends. 
Now down in Dickfon's barn the council fat^ 
Largeft the room, and fitteft for debate. 
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The queftion's put — What flipuld be firft cflay'd ? 
* The Douglas' caftle/ all at once reply'd. 
For if from Clifford we that fortrels gain^ 
We eafier m^y. the future ftrife maintain. 
There Saxons hoard their (lores, themfelves fccure> 
And fafe within the walls defy our pow'r; .. 
Near to the caftle, on the adjoining plain. 
Erefted, ftands (a) Brigidia's ancient {b) fane. 
Thither next Sunday, Saxons bear their palms, 
TJiere pay their vows, and diftribute their alms. 
Then let us each with fecrecy prepare, 
And.fingly to the temple, arm'd repair ; 
There all at once, unwary as they ftand, 
Boldly with fwords aflail the fouthern band. 
Aflents the chief. Each homeward bends his way. 
And, unfufpefted, waits th' appointed day. 
Appeared the day. The hardy Scots attend, 
Invcft the xhurch, as Clifford's force defccnd, 

{jd) Brigidia. Brigidia, or Brigitta, a holy woman to 
-whom this church was confecrated. She was the inftitutcr 
of an order of Nuns in the time of £ope Urban V. A. D.i 
1 294. 

(&) Fami] from the Latin j^»«/«f, a temple or church. 

luft 
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Juft as the prieft the facred rites began, 
And all, promifcubus, crowding thronjg'd the fahe 5 
* Dickfon^* aloud, the hoblc Douglas cJ7*d, 
Th* appointed fighal io the Scottiih fide. 
The bordVers {a) at the wotd their weapons barfc'i 
And, fiercie, before the choir commence tke war; 
The priefl: and people with the fcerie i^]itnzy*di 
From ^friidft the combatants confusedly fled. 
Straight to the chancers utmoft facred mouhd^ 
And grafp'd th' inviolable altar rounds 
Meanwhile the Saxbiis, us'd their afms to wearV 
Rang'd in the choir, and bravely face the war. 
Biit Douglas, whirling round his flaming brandy 
Like thunder burfts upon the adverie band% 
In heaps on heaps the foe to ground he bore. 
And purple ftreams (tray'd o'er the hallowed floonr. 
His vafials almoll interrupt the fight^^ 
And gaze, aftonifh'd, at their leader's might ; 

(^) TJ(^ bor^rers at tbt ^ofd^ &r;J It was temmon icL 
thofe days to have a certain word whereby to animate the 
ftien when they beigan the bait^e, ttr at sltiy time wh^nT 
they ilackenedy or began to weary and Intermit. Thii 
"^ord was commonly the name of the king or (he captain: 
who led them at that time, perhaps their country, or the 
cau^e fi>r which they fought. 

THI 
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Till hardy Dickfon Douglas names s^in, 
Xhen all the Scots at once their fprce unrein, 
^nd ftrow the breathlefs corfes r6und the fane. 
Thence to th' adjoming caftle march'd the pow*r. 
Warm ^as they were, and red with recent gore* 
Clifford unapprehenfive of alarms. 
On horfeback air'd among the neighb'rbg farms ; 
Void, and defencelefe 'gainft a hofiile crowd. 
With gates difclos'd at large, the fortrefs ftood. 
Ent'ring, the train a cook and porter met» 
Domeftics mean, in terror of their fate i 
The porter negligent, defcrves a ftroke. 
But why not fparc/ an unoffending cook ? (a) 
The feaft juft ready for the £nglifli Lord, 
To Douglas train, a timely meal afford : 

(a) But nvhy net J^are, Ejfr.] My readers will pleafe to 
pardon the levity of this paiTage. I happened to be in a 
little gaiety of humour, and could not get by it. If it gives 
offence to the criticks as an indecoziium in a ierious per- 
formance, they may apply themfelves to facred or profane 
antiquity, and they will perhaps find the charader and 
office of a cook not fo defpicable as is comnonly imagined^ 
«\fe I had hardly lo^ddled vfith this poor fellow at alL 

The 
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The troops refrefli'd, they fearch the' caftle o'cr> 
"Seize cloaths and arms, and pillage all the ftore ; 
' Trufs what they can, then fire the hbufe around. 
And fooh the fortrcfs level with the ground. 
To woods and Wilds,, in fecret through the land, 
Repairs the chieftain, and his loyal band ; 
By Dickfon yet difTuaded to appear. 
Till frefh fupplics fhou'd reinforce their war. 
Informed, now Clifford fpeeds o'er (a) Solway's 

flior^. 
And thro* the dales, indignant^ leads frefh pow'r. 
Returned, he viewed his fort in aflies laid. 
His ftores all rifled, and his fervants dead. 
Bold Douglas, author of the daring fccne. 
Vengeful he fought, but fought the chief in vain : 
Nor durft too far thro' woods and wilds purfue 
So brave a leader, and fo bold a crew. 
Comes back, and foon ikill'd artizans he calls. 
Re-builds the fort, and ftronger rears the walls. 

. (a) Solways Jbore,"} Solway- frith divldeth England from 
Scotland on the well border. It hath its denomination 
from an ancient people called Selgovi, who in Ptolomey's 
time, dwelt near it^ and were a tribe of the Brigantes. 



.^ 
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Appoints the guards, and re-iiiftatcs the Ittrtd, 
And deputes Thirfwcll to exert command. ' 
This done, to Solway recbndiuSts his hdft. 
And quickly lahds on England's fertile Goaft^i . 

In Carrick flill the noble Monarch lay. 
And gains the fubjefts to confefs his fway* 
Willing, the region-, firm allegiance fhews, 
Afferts his claim, and vi9W the royal caufe. 

A' 

Meantime great Pembroke from Edina's tow*rs, 
Aflembles all around the Saxon pow'rs. 

» 

SooE at the fummons rendezvous the bands. 
And hardy Omphraville the troops commands. 
By Pembroke order'd to condudt the hoft 
Againft the Bruce, and Carrick's rebel-coaft ; 
Sudden, the warlike chief in armour Ihines, 
And ftraight to Ayr advance th* embattl'd lines. 
Nor wou'd fly Omphraville purfue too far. 
Thro* fens and faftneffes, the royal war. 
He knew his force fuperior, but he knew 
That Bruce*s courage, was fuperior too 5 
So judg'dit conduft to decline the fight. 
To aft by treachery, and gain by flight. 

A boor 
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A boor in Carrick, not unikill'd in anns. 
With his two ions manur'd adjoining farn>Sy 
Robuft, in enterprizes hardy founds 
The terror of the neighbourhood around. 
Upon the fire the Bruce had oft rely'd. 
Thought firm that faith, in frequent danger trj'd ; 

Firm unattempted ^but too bafe to hold 

Unftain'd, againft th' infernal tempter gold. 

Gold 1 of each virtue the undoubted teft, 

Diilblves in treafon thro' the villain's brcaft. 

As by degrees, in diftant India's mines. 

By funs, and central ftreams, the ore refines 4 

So in the foul the metal works by time, 

Teems into guilt, and ripens into crime. 

Sly Omphraville a fecret meflag^ fend? 

To find the boor ; ' the boqr the chief attends. 

The treafon in a moment is decreed. 

And forty pounds the price of Bruce's head. 

Back to his farm returns the felon- bpor.^ 

Informs his fons, and waits the treach'rous houf. . 

He knew t|;ie Monarch us'd eaph opening dawn^i 

Xo court the air along a waving la^n,^ 

Thence 
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Thence o'er a mountain* to diftant wood. 
One page alone attends his folitude. 
Thit|icr completely arm*d the rogues repair, 

r 

With fwords, and other implements of war. 
By thcfe ! ^ monarches mtirder is decreed^ 
Friendihip diflembrd ! to perform the deed ! 
Unfeen, unaided by his faithful troops> 
A deftin'd viftim, to a traitor's hopes. 
But fate forbids ! and Ariel from on high. 
Swift as a thought, flioots down the nether- fky. s 
Not half fo quick the lightning's flafhy glare 
Burfts on the night, and glances thro' the air. 
Faft by his charge, unfeen, the guardian ftands, 
Wju"ms his brave heart, and fortifies his hands. 
And now the Monarch, thro' the gloomy dawn,. 
Eipies the traitors ftretching o'er the lawn ^ 
l^eels in his breall: a jealous impulfe roll^ 
-^nd fecret treafon whifp'ring thro' his foul : 
The page was learning to praftife the bow. 
And haply fate had arm'd hin> with it now j 
Bruce fnatch'd the bending lipplcmcnt of war„ 
As beft adapted to defend from fi^r '^ 

L He 
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lie fiutch'd— rand inftant, bent the twanging yieW', 
The trcmblmg ted affuni'd a learful hwe j . 
Quick to t&e firing he fits the feather?d deaths • 

• • • • » 

The treaibh ohward prefling o'^ thfe h^lh $- - 
Within the found of niajcfly*3 cpmmaria, • 
The IVIomtrdf loud, pronounces, * ViHaiM At^dlJ 
Nor dare die lawn one further ftcp to Ireadi 
Or death attends the order difobey'd. 
The ruftic fire continues to advaqce^ 
i^nd fawnSi and fepms unconfcious of offenrt j 
Looks all obedience, — but approaching near, 
A whizting death fwift cleayes the yielding air | 

« 

EntVing one orb of Ughtj it pierc*d the braiij. 
The traitor, reeling, backward prefe*d the plail)j 
Qne vengeful fon fir'd at the father's fall^ 
Furiov^s advanc'd, th<^ Aifonarch to all^iU 

- • 

Charged in his h^d a ftrong abroad faulchion ihonii \ 
The King uniheath'd hisiWgrd, ^ niet the ck>wn| 
With manly force, full aim'd, the fliining blad^ 
Ppwr> to the jaws divides the villain's head^ 
Ireful the third, advancing to the ground, 
tu^^^ J^ fpear ^iffends , cjuiteix>nfiden^ to wound : 

. " Th. 
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The Monarch bending fhuix'd the deftin^d fete^ 
Nor cow'd the vi^ctch a fecond blow repeat. 
Quick thro' his bowels glides the reeking btmd^ 
Tumbles the rebel carcafe on the ftrand. 
Now roll the traitors in the jaws of death. 
And curfe the tre^fon with their parting breath. 
Their fouls, with horror fraught, forfake the lights 
Flit, confcioius, to tfa^ fliades^ and veil their forms 

i^ night. 
The fcene completed, acid the felons dead, 
His vows to heav*n the grateful Monarch paid % 
Then with his page, returning to his home, 
Jlelates th' adventure of the purposed doom. 
The chieftains hear the tale with vaft furpriic. 
And blame their Monarchy while they thapk the 

. , Ikies. 
Inform 'd, fly Omphravilk purfucs his way, 
Straight to Lochmaben where the warden lay ; 
Before that chief runs o'er the recent fcene. 
The treafon baffled, and the traitors llain. 
Pembroke himfelf admires the Monarch's force, 
Tho' ve^c'd a^id puzzled in his future courfc , 

3L 2 B^\:^^ 
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Bruce rfefts a while 5 but foon a warlike hoft 
From GaUVay's fliores advance tx> Carrick's coaft. 
Two hundred men in battle broad array'd. 
The late efcap'd M*Dougal at their head. 
His pow'r difpos'd in hamlets thro* the land. 
Scarce fixty warriors wait the King's command. 
With thefe the Bhuce by night purfues his way^ 
,To where the river wafh'd a craggy bay. 
The royal watch had view'd the foe ^ar. 
And to their King declared the coming war^ 
T}^c careful Bruce in covert lodged his few. 
And fingly faunters t'other fide to view ; 
Not forward to engage by pow'r o'ermatch'd. 
That powV, by Cynthia's aid, he clofely watch'd j^ 
IJtill, on the river's rocky margin ftood. 
And faw the van on horfeback take the flood : 
He felt his foul with fudden ardour glow. 
Strange impulfe urg'd, alone, to dare the foe •, 
Perceiv'd the ftream, deep in its channel glide, 
And rifing rocks o'erhang the filent tide. 
Anxious, he fearch'd the rugged margin round. 
And from the bank, but one ftrait pafTage found ; 

Where; 



t 

P. 
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Where one at once on horfeback, and no more^ 
Cou'd juft but labour up the fteepy fhore. 
Fir'd by fome pow*r divine ! the Monarch there 
His fword unlheaths, and^ fingly> waits the war ! 
M'Dougal firft defcriesthe narrow traft^ , 
And brifldy,. proves, he dare the current break ; 
Cautious afcends, and^ as he culls his way, 
A man in arras efpies upon the bay. 
He mounts, and near had gain'd the rugged brovi^^ 
When daring Bruce difcharg'd a deadly blow. 
Filll dn his cafque defcends the forceful ftroke; 
Backward the chieftain tumbles from the rock ; 
And eheckingi as he fell^ th' untimely rein^ 
Recoird the fteed on the fucceediflg train ; 
Hurl'd headlong downward from the craggy fidcjj 
Mix'd men and couriers flounder in the tide*. 
Some ill the fall wtre bruis'd, and others flain^ 
Their fellows gaz'd, aftoniIh*d at the fcene^ 
Now fir'd with rage all haften to the fray. 
And with forc'd ihouts, attempt t^ afcend the; bay. 
But in the pafs the Moharch firitily ftood^ ' 

And drenii^h-d hi^^prd^in foremoll courier's blood: 

h J- Jteet; 
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Reels, the gall'd courfer, back upon the' tt&g 
And ftops Che progrefs of a Warm conteft' i ' 
SuccefsfuJ, he ptirfucs each liicky blow. 
And down the ftecp, confoliiidcd, drives^'theibe. (sf 
Awful he thunders on the yielding. po\i^ry , 
And ftceds and riders tumbie on th^ fhon^r - 
Now mingled heaps on heaps, they cht^e the t«q!V 
The pafs encumber, and block up tht way, 
A,maz'd, the rear.in: wilfl coufufionftQcd, 
Entangled in the margin of the flood. 
Swift down the fbeepy track the Monarch: ipe(^ 
Aad dauntlefs trod the ruins of the dead. 
Fierce on the river's brink, by Cynthia's lights 
With dreadful fliouts commenc'd a doubtful fightl 

(a) And donjun the fteefj^ cwfounded^ &Q. ] I cohfiJeittd' 

this adion in all- the lights I pofiibly could, before I ven- 
tured, to -narrate it. It has indeed an air of iroprobability 
in it at firft fight, and favour fomcwhat ef romance. But 
if we look into the chara6l:er of the perfon who managed^ 
it, a man of the ittmoil courlige and condud, joined to' 
an cxtraopdinary ftrength of body, advantaged on this ac- 
(:%rion>by the circunH^nc^s of the time, (it being night) 
and likewife by the narroWnefs and llcepnefs of the place j' 
all thefc put togecher, did, in my judgment^ frtlve the pro- 
i^bUll^9.^drittduced.»it.U> thenaPfHtion^* ^ik*l k*Ve^the* 
xeadej^to His own opinion* 

With 
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"Wild awful force he ruflt'd upoo theJyre*^, 

Some drowh'di fdmc wounded, Wond'riflg jgtne 

Withdrew : : 
FuU fifteen wal-ridfi; by his flrigle hind, 
Dreiich'd in thtir BioQd^ lay gafpirig on the ftrand i 
Criifh'd by his Hiigte fiiight^ the remnat^ {ioft. 
Retire, iriglbrickis, to the farther coaft ; 
Be^ their ditgrace to GaiPways diftint lands ; 
Whik^BtRufcEi fbcceTsful now rejoins liis friends; 

Stiil in the dales the hardy Doiigks lay, ' 
And Xkki'^^ ftiU po0&ft his native fway. 
Long h^ he feeh the haughty Saxon bahds^ 
Reign uncptftrpul'd, and riOt o'er his lands. 
At;l*ft the chief his friends to council callsi 
A wopd conyertient joined the ciftle-wdls j 
There, they deliberate to decoy the traini 
And draw the hsiughty Thirfwal to the plam. 

Some htirds (the country's fpoils) at random fe^lj 

-I . 

Hard by the fort, along a fhrubby mead^ 

Thcffc Dduglas orders tea to drive away^ 

In ambuih forty io the forel^ lay; 

L4 iiimfcif 
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Himfelf their head. Soon by the er'ning-dawtiy (a) 
Speedful, they drive the cattle from the lawn. : 
The watch efpies the theft, and fudden' calls : 
Thirfwal, with his, in arms defcend the walk j 

m 

Purfue the robb'ry o*er the op'hing glade. 
And juft had paft the fecret ambufcade ; 
When Douglas rofe, and all the private war. 
Rufh'd to the plain, and charg'd the Saxon rear. : 
The blended (houts behind the van furprize. 
And Thirfwal wonders at the fudden noife* 
Bright in his mail, the ireful chief returns, 
And defp'rate on the field the combat burns^ 
The word was Clifford on the Englifli fide, 
A Douglas — the bold borderers reply'd. 
From plaits of polilh'd fteel the ftreaming gore^ 
In purple currents drench'd the braky Ihore, • 
Full in the front the hardy Thirfwal ftands. 
His brave example animates hip bands. ' 

{a) Soon fy the e^uning daivn.'] I wou*<l not have our 
critics miftake this expreflion for an impropriety. If they 
qucflion it, they may (amongft others) confiilt Dr. Scwcl's' 
tranflation of that paffagc in Ovid, traherunt am fir a cri^ 
fvfcula noSlm. The Doftor is reckoned claffical. 

• * He 
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He fees bold Douglas thmnder thro* the fight, 
Arid forward rufhes to oppofe his; might ; 
Againft the chief advanced his fhining fpear : 
The fearlcfs Doyglas meets th'ie^feftded war; 
Evites the ftroke, the truncheon hews in twain, 
Glitters the fteely fragment on the plain. 
A flaunting blow next aim*d ; the trenching blade {a) 
Faft hy the collar, . lopt the warrior's head. 
By this the ten, that drove the herd, appear,. 
And with frcfli vigour cjharg^' Ae Englilh rear. ^ 
Thus preft on every fide, the hoftile train 
In mangled heaps lie fgatter'd o'er the plain ; 
A few by flight the jieighb'ring fortrefs gain. 
To the purfuing war the gates oppofe. 
And bolts fliut out the fury of the foes. 



Douglas returns,- and fudden bends his way 
To Carrick's coaft:, where ftill the Monarch lay ; 
The loyal Scots thus fam'd for wond'rous afts. 
Hourly increafe, from all the neighbVing trafts. 

r 

(a) Trenching hldtte,'] Trenching, an old word for cut- 
ting. Hence retrench, to take ofF, impair, or diinini{h« 

A muCtet 
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A muftcr calPdj nfccamp the roy|[l littdj. 
And to Glentroul's thick woody (tiidt inclined. ' 
Ahd rtow from Carliile on the rdutbem co^lf^ 
Pembrokci and Yanes^ and Cliffbrd lead thisir boHi 
Swift to dlentroul the iquadrons fliape theif wayi 
And fifteen hundred fhields wfleft the day. 

Long ^ad the BiluC£*s ftaF$i djalignant, ftied ^ 
1"heir direfitl influence o'ef bis rc^al head } -• 
Long thro* a rtiaie of dangers haij he run^ 
His toilsi fucceffive, circling With the fart; 
Thro* wckxls ^hd niouritaifts^* siid (J^feked rfiW«Jj ' 
iPurfu'd by faftlon, aHd by fbfefjgn pow'irs ; • 
Exposed to want^to fearsi ahd hcfitile fnares^ ^ 

* * T * 

And all the niifcries of bwlefs wars; - 

But ndw the fuff'fer feels iht ftars relenfJj 

Thfeir wl-dth exiiaufted, ^hd their pdftioii fp^: 

Each orb, benign, hoir ftioots a milder rzfi 

And dawning glory^ rifes ,6n the day. 

The* heavens at laft difclofe rtiorc grateful fcencs^ 

Pregnant with laUrels^ and triumphant plaitis I 

lUjentiDg 



Relenting heav'ri flich patience to record, 
Bicfe vi£lbry re-fteel the monarch's fwordw 

I . r • • • 

Needing no more to weigh thcvdire debate, (a) 

■ . * J ' ' ' ' • 

Doomed to tne plam, and conqueror by fate. 
The pow'rs, by patience Won, began to fhed 
A blaze of future glories round has head, 

Approach'd the Saxon' troops, and (Quickly founkJ 

The Scots difpos'd along the higher ground. 

• ' " I . 

'Juft whf re a woody moun t^n's rugged brow^ 
Threat'hing, o'erhting a fteepy vale below. 
The Ipies advartc'd to view the royal force,> 
And found that ftecp impaffable to horfe. 
Soon thiey return, dtfcribe, in (ketches juft^ 
The fkill'd encampment 6f the Scottifh hoft< 

Then Pembroke fpoke, iaid, ' Ufcfcfs are otat 

« 

horfe, 
^ And fhoa'd iirt ftrive oh foot oiii* W2ty to forec^ 

(a) Neaiif/g no ^riy ^cJ\ I hope tSih pafiigc will not 
be Excepted agaMft, upon-, account o^ the King's" futuror 
circumspection ; beciauf^ hk ijgnoi^ahce 6f fuch a determi* 
l^atiotl made hini' ftill' go on to a£l with his ufual caution. 

♦The 
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The Scots advanug*d by the craggy height, 

* May mock our labour, and defeat our might : 

* Long hath the Bruce in martial arts been fkiird*' 

* Aiid long yon legions hardened to the field 5 
' Then let us, cautious, fliun the rafli debate^i 
^ A6t by furprize, and conquer by deceit^ 

* Poorly array'd, a woman firft fhall go, 

* And, unfufpecSted, may decoy the foe ; 

* Slyly degrade th* importance of our trairi^ 

* And draw the Scots, incautious, to the plaiiii 

* Meantime our troops, in yonder wood concealM^ 

* May uhperceiv*d furrourid the hoftile field/ 

The chiefs approve. The woman takes her way, 
A flafF fupports her up the rugged bay; 
Straight to the King the beggar- traitrefs came, 
And alk'd art alms ini good St. Aiidrew's name ; 
So might that faint ftill fhield him from all harmsy 
And with fuccefs flill blefs his righteous arms\ 
Not far encamp'd, fhe told, on level ground 
Sir Aylmer lay, below the craggy mound ; * 
But raw his troops, undifciplin'd applear. 
Green to the field and noviceg in war. 
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Wou'd he defcend, foon mi^ht he rout the foe, *' 
Look them to flight, and gain without a blow. 
Full on her face the Monarch fix'd his eye. 
And gaz*d, fufpicious, on the "beggar-fpy ; 
His yeomen calls,-^ut fprings a threatning ban^. 
And fudden feize the mendicant in hand. 
Afraid of death, the trembling traitrefs kneels, 
Jler crime confefles, and the truth reveals : 
Informs the King what ftrength the foe combines. 
That Pembroke, Vanes, and Clifford led the lines. 



The Monarch heard, and fbon the war array'd. 
And broad his banner in the field di(play*d. 
Wedg'd in clofe ranks the firm battalions ftood, 
A|^ now the foe advances from the wood. 
A bow, already bent, the Monarch drew, 
Whizz'd the fwift arrow from the twanging yew 5 
Quite thro* the foremoft's gullet glanc'd the dart, 
Revolts the blood, and mortifies the heart. 
Fierce on the ranks the hardy Edward goes, 
Apd Hay and Douglas pour upon their foes. 

Advance 
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AdvatTce in form, the brave inferior war^ 
The Saxon vanguard ilagger on the rear. 
Succeeding lines, dilheartened with the fight^ 
Back thro* the wood, precipitate their flight. 
The haughty chiefs, aihamVi at the defeat^ 
Induftrious haile to flop the foul retreat: 
Threatea by turns, by tarns exhort <he tram; 
But flill they threaten and exhort in vain. 
The hardy Scots th' aftoniih-d foe purfu'd. 
And heaps of death lay fcatter'd thro' the woodt 
The Saxon rear beheld the routed van. 
And dQ\m the rocks in wild diforder ran. 
The gen'rals fled^ confounded and afliam'di 
And every chief his fclbw leader blam'd. 
^Twixt Vanes and Clifford high the quarrel rolq 
And words began to terminate in blows. 
Divided bands cfpoufe their chief's debate^ 
And Saxon lances Saxon lances threat. 
But Pembroke's interpofing pow'r prevails, 
And quick the dang'rous civil diff'renc^ (juells. 



Thus 
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Thus BaupE with twice three i^imdred in blS 
tmin^ 
Drove ^teen j^undred Saxons from the |)lai0 } 
No longer now h}s royal pow't conceals. 
In wood$9 liid invious bills, and barren vales ^ 
No more can biook the tedioi^ {}ow dejuate. 
Nor the da£i ti^nor of his hzj f^re: 
put feels his bofom with new ardors glow, 1 

To rifk his future fortunes at a blow. 
The chiefs he Calli^ and all the loyal bands. 
Mounts at thpir head, and to the plain defcend)^] 
Thro- ey'ry honeft breaft what raptures ran. 
To fee their Monarch glitter in the van ; 
With tears of joy the loyal troops beheld 
Their Prince undaunted take the open field | 
Jn caves and woody coverts lurk no more^ 
Dn bleaky mountains, and a barren fhore ^ 
Put IB the plains d^fcend in bold array. 
The gilded lions waving in the day, 
^ thoufand warlike Scots of ancient race, 
In fteady ranks around the banner blaze % 
Thro* Kyle arjd Cunningham direft their wayj 
^1^ )oyal regions o^yp thejr fov'reign's fway. 
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To Bothwel where great Pembroke rul'd his hoft. 
Soon (preads the news of Kyle's revolted coaft. 
Incens'd, that chief his rendezvous or^ain$. 
In arms a thoufand mufter on the plains. 
To Coila's Ihorc advance th* embattl'd lines. 
And at their head the hardy Moubray ihines. 
£ut Douglas' fpies abroad had timely view'd 
The fwift approaches of the hoftile crowd j 
Then fudden to the royal camp repair. 
And to their chief narrate the coming war. 
'Twas night, when Douglas call'd his proper band, 
And fixty fpears gleam'd O'er the duflcy ftrand , 
To Elderfoord he fhapes his private way, 
A ftrait pafs there, twixt two morafles lay ; 
Thither he faw the foe muft bend their courfe. 
He kn^w that pafs impervious to horfe ; 
A narraw, broken track of rugged ground, 
Withfenns, and briers, and brambles hedg'daroundii 
There all the night the Scots in ambufh lay. 
And foon as Phoebus rofe to gild the day. 
In order rang'd, approach'd the Saxon war^ 
Their gilded enfigns glitt'ring in the air. . " * 
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The Scots ftill lurk'd unfcen, till all the powV, 
Their ftceds difmounting, ihrong'd the narrow 

ihore. 
Sudden at once, the hardy ambufh roie^ 
And, confident, attack th* incumbered foes ; 
With fteely lances gore th' aftonilh'd van. 
And men and courfers tumble in the fen. 
So ftrait the pafs, fo deep thofe fens below. 
So fierce th* aflault, and fo amaz'd the foe ! 
That Moubray ev'n with tears beheld his band 
Slaughtered, refiftlefs, on the bloody ftrand. 
The muddy ooze ftood ftagnatcd with gore. 
And mangled fteeds and warriors chok'd the fhoie. 
The dire difafter of the flaughter'd van. 
Back to the rear in doubled terrors ran. 
Where hopes or fears dircft their doubtful way, 
Diverfe they fled, aftonilb'd at the day. 
The chief deferted, views the routed war. 
The ruin'd vanguard, and the flying rear. 
Griev'd, and inflam'd at the difaft'rous fight. 
Unreins his fteed, and rulhcs thro' the fight. 
Charged in his hand a lance he bore on high, 
A fteely faulchion glitter'd at his thigh* 



S t 



,62 T H E B R U C I A D. BookV.] 
Onward he drove, and as the field he fcour*d, 
A Scottifh warrior fciz'd the fliining fword ; 
Grafp'd the ftrong belt, and ftrove, but ftrovc in 

vain 
To ftop the. gallant Moubray on the plam. 
Furious he rufh'd, and in the warrior's hand 
The burfting belt he left, and ftiining brand. 
Thus having fcap'd the danger of the day, 

r 

Firft to Kilmarnock he direfbs his way i 

Thence thro' Kilwinning and the Largs he goe$, 

And Inverkip, at laft, afibrds repofe. 

An Engliih garrifon that fortrofs held. 

And there the chief narrates the haple(s field s 

His troops all helplefs butcher'd in his fight^ 

By fraudful ambulb, and by Douglas' might. 

In Bothwell ftill the warden held his feat, 
Vex'd at the news of Moubray's foul defeat^ 
Rage in his breaft, and grief, alternate, coll 
And fudden thirft of vengeance fires his foul : 
Soon to the Bruce a trufty herald fends. 
The heral^ careful, bears his lord's commands. 

' The 



•i> 
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The purport thus-— Againft a certain date. 
If Bruce wou'd venture on the ftern debate ; 
His fly attempts, and ftratagems refrain. 
And nobly dare to rifle one final. plain ; 
Then fliou'd the hero fix his future fame. 
Living renown'd, or dead a glorioss name. 
Arriv'd the herald, and his charge rcveal'd. 
The dauntlefs King accepts the profFcr'd field. 
*Twixt Gallon heath, where lay the royal poVr, 

And Loudoun hill, upon the mofly fliore; 
There was the ground determined ^ and the day 
Fix'd to the next approaching tenth of May. 

Returns the meflenger with fpeedy care. 
And to the chief narrates th' accepted war ; 
The time prefixed, and the determined ground : 
And now to Arms the Englifli trun>pets found. 
To BothwcU, where the rendezvous was made. 
Convene the legions for the war array'd. 
Three thoufand whole, adorn'd in martial pride, 
Bred to the field, and oft in battle try'd. 
The chief confided in thefc daring bands. 
Secure of conqueft from fuch valiant hands. 
^ M * Meantime 
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Meantime the King, by prudence ever ruFd, 
Cautious in warmth, and rationally bold ^ 
Whofe courage no fermented fpirits fir'd^ 
No rifing tumult of the blood infpir'd^ 
No fudden gufts of paQion, furiousj roll. 
Nor rage, ung^rern'd, fuperfedes the foul ! 
Governed by fchemes, from due refleftion brought^ 
By folid plans, and confequence of thought I 
Each circumftance with circumftance ftill weighs. 
And all the feries of the adlion fees ; 

r 

Then dauntlefs in the field his force unreins^ 
Combats from wifdom, and by wifdom gains* 

Thus, on the ninths while fhades involved the' 
night. 
Secret he went, and view*d the field of fight. 
He found the beachy plain lay ftretch'd full wick. 
But hemm*d with mariihes on either fide ; 
Fearing the foe might on that length of ground, 
Outwing his numbers, aiwi his troops iurround. 
Three ramparts therefore from each bord'ring fen 
Of hurdles rear'd, he drew a crofs the plain, 

Nbr 



Book v.] 1* H E B R U C I A D. j6 

l^or did thefe ramparts at the centre clol'e. 
But breaches op'ned to receive the foes. 
That equal force, might equal force oppofe. 
Thb done, back to his hbft he bends his way, 
Prepares the waf, and \vaits th* approaching day, 

Arefe the day, and Phoebus from the deep 
His blazing car drives up the orient fteep. 
prom Bothwell's plain approach the Saxon lines. 
And poflipous in the van proud Pembroke 0iiiies* 
On t^arbed' fteeds, the van, and chief profound, 
P43isie lheath*d in mail^ with claiping filver bound* 
Kextthefe^ with lances arm'd, and boffy fliields» 
AdvancM ^ fecond battle o*er the fields. 
Their gilded banners high in air difplay'dj '. 
And Omphraville and Clifford at their head, . 
"Tb? noble Bruce perceivM them from af^r, r 
And at the fecond rampart rang'd his war. 
Seven hundred Scots in native armour (hone. 
And i5>cars and axes glitter'd in the fun. 
Ifhe genVous King full in the centre ftood, 
And on his right the fiery Edward rode. 
The Left, to battle rang'd in firm array. 
Was led by doughty Douglas to the dvf . 

M 3 TVt^^ 
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Three hundred waggoners, unwarlike crowd. 
Upon the hill, retir'd, at difUnce ^ood. 
Approach'd the foe. This Mon^ch gjiyes the ^gn^ 
And rufliing pow'rs ia furious coa>bat jpin, 
From either hoft promiCquous fhpuj:? jrife, 
Ring thro' the hills, and thicken thro' the fkies, 
With ipeara protended,* and oppofiog.fH^ldsy ' 
Together, drcadfu^ ^^ the ^dycri&Mi$, 
Refounds the crafli of Jaaces thro' tjlie.alr* . . T. 

. • J. i . • r 

And wojuods, and .giX)^nS| already', mark fiUfp^ir |: A 
The lances broke, unfheath'dbyteagec liAtulc^i : O 
Thtx)' all the tapks thick flame the ci^i^li^'^t^tn^4 
The noble Pembroke animates his tt^n;- ^ :-. i 
Infpires the'.combat)- And fuppcHtsthepfeitt-j*' -^^^ 

» 

f You have 1 chofe j he faid, to guard itrf fame^ ^ 
* On you alone depends your Pembroke's natne.^ 
Meantime the Bruce in ev'ry r^nk appears, 
•Aids e>^ry fccne, and ey'ry danger ihares. 
Each hardy warrior fingly he roll?. 
Commends his worth, and ev'ry blow extols^ 
From right to left, he gallantly appears, 
Warms ev'ry bofom, and the battle cheers. 
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* 'Tis yours, my friends, he faid, this day to fliow 

* If I muft rule you, or a forcignvfoc. 
*Xodg'd in your hands is all your Bruce's fate, 

* By you he's wretched, or by you he's great ; 

* In you your country's lateftliope remains, 

* Her former freedom, or her future chains/ 
He fpoke, thfcn on the hoftile ranks he flew. 
Sure death diftinguifli'd ev'ry ftroke he drew, 
Ev'n Edward wonders at his brother's- ntnight. 
And onward ruflies to fupport the fight. 
Clifford and Omphraville exert theifvpow'r. 
Thick bums the combat rouind th' enfanguin'd , 

T 

fhore. 
Here, daring Douglas, and tRe gallant Hay, 

.... . . r • 

' ■. . . 

Tfhere, fubtile Boy'd, refiftlcfs urge their way." 
The crimlon torrents roll alon«^ the ftranS, 

> 

And heaps of warriors wek'ring, fpurn the fand. 
The King the vanguard broke/ and all, around 

* ■ 

Widens the fpreading ruin o'er the ground, 
Next Edward ravages the bloody coaft. 
And breaks, aad drives, and flatters Clifford's 
hoft. 

M 4 The 
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TheEnglifli rear beholds the van's defeat. 
And fpite of threats and promifes retreat. 
In vain great Pembroke, long in battle {kiird» 
Us'd all his conduft to fufUin the field. 
Vain were his flatteries, his reproaches vain. 
The Grampian legions fcour the conquered plain. 
As when fomc ftorm, long hung in bellowing 

clouds, 
Burfts from their hollow womb» and fweeps the 

woods, 
The roaring tempcft in its rage defcends. 
As if convuls'd the cracking foreft bends ^ 
Not able to oppofe the dreadful courfe, 
Yields to the blafl^ and falls beneath its force. 
So yield, o'erpower'd at length, the Saxon hofl. 
Flighty death, and wounds, declare the battle lo(l« 
A thoufand warriors lifelels fpread the ground. 
Troops much lamented, as before renown'd : 
The leaders laft, aftonifh'd at fueh might. 
From fuch a field precipitate their flight. 
Homeward great Pembroke, from the Scottifix 

coaft. 
Retires, indignant, and reflgns his trufl. 

The 
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The chieftains fled, and, fcatter*d, all die band, 
Pifmay'd and fuUen, now forfake the land. 
The provinces to Bruce their homage pay. 
And all the weft, obedient, owns his fway. 
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THE King having been fuccefsful m the Weft^ 
he next proceeds to the North, while Douglas with a 
proper force repairs to Douglefdale and reduces that 
country ; the King is taken ill upon his expedition ; Cum- 
ming Earl of Buchan making advantage of that cir- 
cumftance, mufters as many of his people as would 
adhere to him, and endeavours to harrafs the King's army^ 
the King orders his brother Edward to oppofe Buchan ; 
they come to an engagement, in which Edward was like* 
ly to obtain the vidx>ry ; but to put the more certain end 
to the difpute, the King himfelf recovers as fuddenly as he 
fell ill, and takes the field ; he no fooner appears than 
he enemy fly in the utmoll confufion ; Buchs^n with Mou« 
bray, who had join'd him, fly towards England, and foon 
die of their wounds ; Brechin, another of that party bc« 
takes himfelf to Brechin caftle, but foon furrenden ; the 
King fubdues Forfar and Perth ; he fends Edward to Gal- 
loway, who reduces that country to his brother's dominion ; 
Douglas having been fuccefsful in his country rejoins th« 
King ; the King marches again {I the Argatheleans and fub- 
dues them ; he next makes himfelf mafter of Edinburgh 
and its cafUe ; and of the adjacent countries to the South ! 
of it ; Edward Bruce having in the meantime reduced 

Dundee, 
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Dnndee, marches with his army againft Stirling, which 
is gallantly defended by SirPkilipltfoubray, vrho aflength, 
fearing a fcarcity of ftores, propofes a cefTation for a cer« 
tain nimiber of days, at the expiration of which he en^ 
gages, if no fucceurs arrive, te Surrender to Edward ; 
Edward accepts the terms; Bruce difapproves of the 
treaty ; but finding himfelf obliged to abide by it» the 
Engliih and ScotiKingv at -the lame moment begin to 
fummon the whole force of each nation in oraer to fup. 
jK>rt their refpeflive claims ; zjx account of the <|uotas of 
troops furnilhed by the difFerexU provinces to both armies; 
Aandolph too eager for fame, quits a poU which had been 
alB^ed hiit by Bruce, in order to interrupt a part of the 
Engliih afxxxy ; he runs a great hazard by the inconfiderate* 
nefs, but by an uncommon exertion of valour, he at 
IttagtH proves fuc^eisful ; boQi armies prepare for a gene-" 
xal engagement ; a defcription of the battle of Bannock- 
bum, which was the mofi: cenfiderable and important 
that had at any former xra been fought between the 
Esglifh and $cots ; vidory declares for the Scou, and in 
confequence the Great King Robbilt Bruce, gains the 
entire pofTeffion of his kingdom ; the concludon laments 
the want of Union between the people of the fame idand, 
and prays that as of cnt illand, they may ait length become 
as §K4 people* 
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'TpHJE weft reduc'd, with banxicrs broald dtf* 

play'd. 
The Monarch to the north his fquadrons led. 
His hardy brother, and the gallant Hay, 
Lennox and Boyd attend him on his way. 
Meantime bold Douglas with his trufty friends^ 
Private, to Douglafdale his paflage bends ; 

l^educ'd the fortrefs, and his native lands. 
And Etrick whole, refcu*d from Saxon hands. 
Randolf, and Stewart, (j) who had, fince Meth« 

vcn's plain, 
S.enounc'd their faith, and ferv'd the hoftile train ; 

(a) Ngt Stuart of Bute, 
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Both prifoners of war the Douglas made. 
And to the King the kindred-captives led. 
Meantime the King ftill northward march'd his 

hoft. 
But on the mountains ficken'd as he pall. 
Of this informed, Buchania's rebel Thane 
Near Inverury rendezvouz'd his train. 
Fix*d on revenge, his treacherous uncle dead. 
Full fifteen hundred to the field he led, 
Brechin, Himfelf, and Moubray at their head. 
Of their approach the Monarch quickly hears, 
Tho* unrecover'd, for the fight prepares. 
Straight he commands a tropp to guard him round, 
And bear him in a litter to the ground ; 
Deputes his brother in the van to ride. 
With Hay, and Boyd, and Lennox by his fide. 
Thefe, fecret bids, conduft him in the fray. 
Check his fierce heat, and guide him thro' the day. 
Pleas'd with his orders, Edward quickly fliines 
. . Before the van, and onward leads the lines. 
In arms feven hundred haften to the plain. 
The bold array foon fhook the coward thane ; 

Nor 
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Not daring to endure the warlike fight. 
The rebel fquadrons meditate their flight. 

The king that inftant felt his illnefs gone. 
And, mounting, fudden in the centre Ihone. 
His friends aftonifti'd, rend with fhouts the air. 

Inglorious fled at once the rebel war. 

Gumming (a) and Moubray hafte, to Ihun their 

death, 
To Saxon ftiores, but there refign their breath. 
Brechin, to Brechin caftle bends his flight, 
And, there befieg'd, foon owns the Bruce's right. 
The monarch rode thro' all the northern land. 
The north at once acknowledged his command. 
To Angus thence returning, refts a while. 
Then Forfar's fortrefs levels with the foil. 
To Tay advancing next, the royal pow'rs 
With hardy force aflaulted Bertha's (^) tow'rs. 

* 

(«) Cnmming and Mouhray^ ^c^ This was one Sir John 
Moubray, not that pcrfon we mentioned before, and who 
held Stirling caftle, as we (hall hear by and by, whofe 
name was Sir Philip Moubray, a man far fuperior to this. 

(b) Perth. 

N Their 
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Their ladders rear'd, the monarch foremoft fcales 
And all the legions fudden mount the walls ^ 
The tow*rs demolifb, and the works around. 
The fcatter'd ruins fmoke along the ground. 
All thefe reduced, ftraight with a feleft band, 
Edward advanced to Gall* way's rugged ftrand ; 
St. John, and Omphraville in arms well fkill'd. 
Are twice defeated, twice drove from the field •, 
Thro' all the province, he vidtorious paft. 
And to his brother's fway reduc'd the coaft. 

Douglas now mafterof his native land. 
Straight to the Monarch reconducts his band ; 

« 

Makes Saiart, Randolf in his journey Ihare, 
And to the king prefents the rebel pair. 
Stuart, fubmifTive, own'd th' unwilling blot. 
The clement King, declares his cHme forgot : 
But Randolf, ftubborn, firft the king ordains. 
To ftridler durance, but exempt from chains •, 
Soon he repents, and mercy fcon prevailed. 
He gets his freedom, and his pardon's feal'd. 
The grateful Randolph, emulous of fame, 
Unceafing labour'd to reftore his name. 

The 
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The royal hoft, again for war preparM^ 
In arms, to Lorn's rebellious clime repaired : 
That chief, the royal caufe had long diftreil. 
O'er run, and ruin'd, half the loyal weft. 
With rage, the Monarch feels lils bofom glow. 
And, fraught with vengeance, haftens to the foe. 
Apprised, bold Lorn, convecns his trait'rous powV, 
Two thoufand targes glitter on the fhore : 
Hard by the fea, where rough, a mountain's brow^ 
Slop'd by degrees, and touchM a ftream belov/. 
To form the lines, leaders deputed be. 
And Lorn embark'd, obferves them from the fea 
For dreading now, the gallant Bkuce's might. 
He mann'd his gallies, to fecure his flight. 
By fpies afcertain'd of the rebels poft. 
The wary Monarch foon divides his hoft» 
Douglas he orders with the archer-lines. 
And Gray and Frafer to that leader joins ; 
Unfcen by any one, their rout to keep. 
And fetch a compafs round the rugged fteep j 
To watch a fignal, blazing fhou'd appear. 
Then uncxpefted charge the rebels rear. 

N 2 Douglas 
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Douglas obeys. The Monarch takes his way. 
And, foremoft, boldly mounts the craggy bay. 
Advance the foej^ and from the mountain pour 
Vaft heaps of tumbling ftones, a rocky fhow'r. 
In vain. The king firft prefTes to the war : 
The promised fignal, blazing*s made appear. 
And quick ftern Douglas thunders on the rear. 
The vanguard clofe in fight, the Monarch join'd. 
And fierce the archers galPd them from behind. 
Th* inviron'd rebels, defp'rate in the fight. 
Exert the utmoft rage of favage might. 
Vain rage ! behind in feather'd tempcft flew 
The whizzing darts, and wide deftruftion threw. 
The hardy King, the ruin fpreads before, 
In heaps the dead, and dying crowd the ihore. 
A few efcap'd, but met the fate they Ihun'd, 
And midft the flream's decaying eddies, drown*d. 
M'Dougal's felf, fwift launching to the main. 
Plows, to fome diftant coaft, the wat'ry plain. 
Submits Argyle, at laft, to Bruce's fway. 
And all the tribes, their due obedience pay. 

Now 
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Now from the heights defcend the loyal powers. 

And fpread their conquefts o'er the champaign 

fhores. 
Linlithgow's tow'r by Binny's means they gain. 
That ftately bulwark's levell'd with the plain. 
To Perth the Monarch march'd; and Randolf 

now. 
Was bkft with favour, and with title (a) too : 
Thro' Fortha's tides, they gain Edina's (b) town. 
And near (c) the Maiden-fortrefs fat them down. 
The Maiden fortrefs ftill the Englilh keep. 
And Randolf, boldly, ftorms the rocky fteep. 
In vain» Impregnable the caftle ftands. 
And mocks the labours, of the loyal bands. 
Frances (d) at laft, a fecret paffage found. 
And led the chieftain up the craggy mound. 

(a) Randolph was created Earl of Murray, 
(&) Edinburgh. 

(f) The Maiden fortrefs.'] The caftle of Edinburgh ; a 
paflagc was difcovcred to it up the rock, by one William 
Frances. 

(J) This Frances is faid to have been a friar ffcilled in 
fortification. 

N 3 Firft 
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Firft Frances mounts by night, the legions fcale 
And drive the watches headlong o'er the wall. 
Arofc the guards, and quick commence the war. 
The hardy Scots their weapons fudden bare y 
Fierce on the foe, the hardy Randolf flew. 
And at a ftrokc, the Engllfli captain flew. 
The doughty legions, feconded their head. 
And all the guards, along the works lay dead^ 
Bold Randolf thus, of Edin's fort pofleft, 
From long fatigue, indulg'd a grateful reft. 
Meantime the Douglas, thro' the borders fcours. 
And fcalcs noflurnal, Roxburgh'^ ftately tow*rs. 
Unfoen the warriors, climb the fteepy mound. 
And all the forc-efs fcatter o'er the prround. 
AH Teviotdale by force the chief o'er-runs. 
The land reduc'd its rightful fovVeign owns. 

By this, fieice Edward on th' Alle6tand coaft. 
With care had icndczvous'd a feledt hoft. 
The hardy legions pour into the town. 
And to\\"ro, and walls, and men, are levell'd foon. 
Without delay from thence to Stirling's fhore. 
Boldly advances the vidorious pow'r. 

Around 
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Around the walls difpos'd, the hardy train, 
Aflault with fury, but aflault in vain. 
That feat the gallant Moubray {a) boldly held. 
Wife a£ the board, and darino; in the field. 
Edward impatient of the tedious hours. 
And Moubray dreading his decaying ftores ; 
Both to a mutual interview advance. 
And artful Moubray thus propounds his fenfe. 
^ My lord, you've proved and found the fortrcfs 
ftrong, 

* The fiege expenfive, and the labour long. 
^ Gou'd you accept a truce for certain days, 
f During which time hoftllities may ceafe ; 

* Then I, if aided by the Englifli might, 

1 Will fairly meet your troops in equal fight : 

* But if unfuccour'd ftill, by Engli(h powVs, 

* Then, at the day, the fortrefs (hall be yours/ 
Edward, unfcen in politic defigns. 
Accepts the terms, the artful treaty figns. 
And from the leaguer'd walls draws off his lines. 

(a) ^batjeat the gallant Mouhray^ &c.] This was brave 
Sir Philip Moubray, at this time in the Englifh intercft, 
but, after the battle of Baniiockbum^ he became loyal 
to King Robert. 

N 4 T<^ 
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To fair Augufta Moubray fpeeds his way$ 
The feat fuberb, of great (a) Caernarvon's fway^ 
The chief before his King, his conduft ftates. 
Propones the treaty, and the terms relates. 
The King and peers applaud the leader's fenfc. 
Commend the truce, and mock the Scottifli prince. 

Meantime to Perth, where wifer Bruce then lay» 
Brave undefigning Edward Ihapes his way : 
Joyful, relates each various aftion done. 
The treaty fign'd, and hardy Moubray gone. 
The terms, the Monarch heard with vaft furprizc. 
And on the thoughtlefs brother fix'd his eyes. 

Then thus. * Fond man ! which ihall I firft re- 
gret, 
f A brother's folly, or a country's fate ? 

{a) Great Caernarvon Sy &c.] Edward IL of England, 
was always called Edward of Caornarvon, a place in 
Wales where be was bom. 

* Harrafs'd 
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* Harafs'd with toil, with dangers prefs'd before, 

* Haft thou not Icam'd to know yon Monarch's 

pow'r ? 

* Yon Monarch ! whom no neighboring ftates 

withftand, 

* Sole heir of all his father's large command ; 

* Whofe fway,' not Britain's fhores alone, reftrain, 

* Wide ftretch his conquefts o'er the diftant main j 

* His progrefs (a) Cambria does not feel alone, 

* For in his bonds (b) Hibernian vallies groan ; 

* Great part of France and Flanders owns his claim^p 

* And Europe trembles at >his mighty name. 

* Drawn from thofe climes, what fwarms fhall 

crowd our ftiore ? 

* How vaft th* affemblage ! how array'd the 

pow'r ! 

* Their numbers fhall our utmoft thoughts beguile, 

* Extend o'er fhires, and darken half the ifle ! 

* The rebel Scots befides, (c) a potent line, 

* In arms already will their ftandards join. 

(a) Camhriaj &c. Wales. 

{i) Hihernia^ Ireland. 

(f) J potent line, &c. The whole race ©f the Cummings, 

and their allies. 

t Then 
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« Then what are we ? how fmall our native land$ ! 
f How weak our force, how thin our loyal bands 4 
< See our difpeopled plains, our barren foil, 

* To fadlion long expos'd, and foreign fpoil. 
" Confidcr this and view the treaty made, 

* And all our hopes, in that one treaty dead. 

^ By cautious fteps we hop'd our right to gain, 

* But, rafh!y, thou haft rendered caution vain. 

* Difarm'd, and bound by truce fo long a date, 

* Secures the th' invader, and completes our fate. 

* Long have we vainly Ipent our tedious hours, 

* 'Midft hoary mountains, and deferted Ihores ; 

* 'Midft cold, and heat, and hunger's pinching^ 

pain, 

* Lx)ng have we toil'd, but long have toil'd in vain : 

* In anxious thoughts have paft the wakeful night 

* And, girt with foes, confum'd the dangVou^ 

light. 

* By fufF*ring partly we regained our fway, 

c 

And, Fabius-like, we conquered by delay. 

* In one ralh word now all our labour's gone, 

' Our hopes extinguifh'd, and ourfelves undone. 

' Say, 



Pook VI.] THE B R U C I A D. 187 

•Say, brother 1 Whence fhall we our troops pre- 
pare, 

* Where is our force to meet yon dreadful war ?* 
Hefpoke, difdainful Edward, fierce, replies; 

* By all the pow'rs that tread yon fpangled (kies; 

* Let iOes united with the diftant land, 

* And Europe pour her millions qn our ftrand; 

* I^efolv'd, rU dauntlefs face the dread array, 

* And meet? the glorious terrors of the day. 

' The truce was gen'rous, and Fve fwore in vain, 

* Shou'd crovsrns and fceptres bribe me from the 

plain. 

* Scotland may fee me fall, but never yield, 

* Or fly, a coward, from io brave a field/ 



The monarch fmil'd, his dauntlefs foul he knew. 
And what he dar'd to fay, he dar'd to do. 
The noble warrior in his arms he preft. 
And all the brother kindled in his breaft. 
Then thus. '* So may juft heaven our counfels aid, 

* As I fhall facred keep what thou hafl: iaid. 

* Hafte then, bid all our royal friends prepare 

* To join our ftandard, gainft the day of war. 

^Thc 
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* The day ! when each pretenfion Ihall be try'd, 

* And heaven determine, which the juftcr fide/ 

Meanwhile Caernarvon mounts his royal feat. 
The peers around, in fplendid order wait. 
Thence, to the chiefs he iflues his commands. 
To raife his powers, and mufter all his bands. 
Near Berwick's walls, on Tweda's fertile plains. 
The royal writ the rendevous ordains. 
The warlike chiefs in fudden armour fhone. 
And round dilpatch'd the mandate of the throne. 
Straight ring the fouthern fhorcs with loud alarms, 
And drums and trumpets, mingled, found to arms« 

Sing, mufe, from various climes th* affembled 
throng. 
And fit thefe names, and numbers to the fong. 
Where Wye's fmooth ftream, and Severn's fiercer 

4 

tide. 
Thro* Cambrian dales, in wild meander's glide i 
Where Britifh billows pent, indignant roar. 
And, furious, lafti old Cornwall's chalky (hore: 

Rofc 
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Rofe twenty thoufand, " in ftrange arms array'd. 
And hardy Monmouth glltter'd at their head. 

(a) Where Thame and Ifis roll the princely wave, 
And ftreams united, ftately Struftures, lave ; 
Where oaks fuperb, the pride of England ride. 
And fwell with riches, ev'ry flowing tide ; 
For trade, for conqueft, equally prepared, 
Britannia's bulwark, and by Europe feared ! 
Where flows the Ouze, and (^; Trent divides the 

land, 
(Both loft in Humberts more capacious ftrand) 

{a) Where Thame and Ifisy The river Thames, upon 
which London is iituated, is the greated in England* It has 
its name from Thame, which rifes in Buckinghamfhire ; 
and Ifis, which rifes in the borders of Cloceder, near the 
confines of Wiltfliire. They have their confluence at Dor- 
chefler, and from thence running in one united flream, fall 
into the German ocean, thirty miles below London. 

(b) Trent divides^ &c. The river Trent is reckoned to 
divide England into two equal parts, north and fouth. It 
rifes in StafFordfhire, pafTcth through Derby fliire, Leiccftcr- 
ihire, &c. and, below Burton in Lincolnfhire, falleth into^ 
the Humber. 

Arofc 
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Aroie the mighty (c) Trinobantian hoft. 
And fifty thoufami Gloud the darkened coaft. 
The moving bands the ncighb'ring vales o'er-^ 

fpread. 
By Arundel, and gallant Oxford led. 

From Humberts dream, vrhofe tumbling waves 
refound. 
And deafen all th* adjoining coaft around. 
To where the Tweed in foftcr windings flows^ 
Full thirty thoufand quiver'd warriors rofe. 
A hardy race, who, well experienc'd knew. 
To fit the Ihaft, and twang the bended yew •, 
Bred up to danger, and inur'd to dare 
In diftant fight, and aim the feather'd war. 
Thefe bands their country's higheft triumphs 

boaft : 
And Gloccfter and Hertford led the hoft. 



Advance the fadious Scots, a rebel-line. 
And to the foe their impious levies join. 

(r) trinobantian hoft, Trinobantes were the people of 
Eflex, Middkfex^ and all about ]London. 

Five 
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Three times five thoufand, by experience ikiU'd 
To mix in clofer combat on the field. 
Led by great Omphraville, well known to fame. 
And bold Coripatrick, a redoubted name. 

■ 

Next to the Scots approach th' Hibernian 
pow'rs. 
From hoary mountains, and from fenny fliores 5 
Three times ten thoufand flrong, a nervous race. 
Bred to wild' game, and nimble in the chafe. 
Before thefe troops, Fitzgerald^s haughty fon. 
The brave O'Neil, and hardy Defmont Ihonc. 



From Gallia now, and Belgium's diftant coaft. 
In arms aflembled, moves the foreign hoft. 
Thefe twenty thoufand whole, a warlike train. 
In fixty gallies plow the wat'ry plain. 
Nor does the Mufe the leaders names rehearfe. 
Nor ftand thofe names fo fmooth in Britifh verfe. 
Albion's white cliffs foon gain the foreign fails. 
And pour their legions on Northumbrian vales. 

Now 
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Now with the King, from fair Augufta's (a) 
jx)wers. 
Proceeds the court to Berwick's crowded Ihpres. 
The awful King ! in gold and gems arrayed. 
The vaft, the wond'rous rendezvous furvey'd ; 
His thick battalions views extended far. 
And gjories in the lengthened pomp of wan 
The various climes in various armour Ihine, 
And diftant nations wonder as they join. 
Reviewed, wide o*er the fields encamp the powers. 
Repairs the fhining court to Berwick's tow'rs. 

Near Stirling's walls, where Forth's. large billows 

play. 
The noble Bruce with twice two hundred lay; 

From whence around his royal writ he fends. 
To warn the chiefs, and fummon all his friends. 
Meantime he view'd the ground, and mark'd a 

plain, 
Th' intended mufter of the loyal train. 

(a) Aitgufta. The namo the modem Englifh give to 
London. 

Before 



Book Vr.J T H E B R U C I A D; 193 

Before that plain, a league extended, lay 

A green fward rharilh, on a flanting bay; 

< 

The Kingi well feen in all evcfatiof war^ 

The muddy fen forveys with cautious care j 

His troops be calls, and digs a fpear length deep;' 

The level mariih, from the Hoping ileep : 

Then plants with fharpen*d,piles the traft around. 

And clbfe with hurdles covers o'er the ground } 

Untouched fche plain appeared, the deaths conceal'dj 

Rather invite; than frighten from the field. 

Behind thofe fens the King refolv'd to ftarid. 

And there! the haughty foe's firll charge attends 

The SeottijQi peafaiits from the champaign fhore; 

Up to the mountains led their houftiold ftore } ^ 

The plains of herds and vidtual difpoffeft. 

They left the country orte abandoned wafte: 

Now rings th' alarin along the northern coafti. 
And rufh to war the Caledonian hofts. 
From Skye, Pomona's ifles^ and Caithnefs' ftrand. 
Three thoufafid targets glitter o'er the land: 

O The 
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The Skye and Orkneys their own chieftains head. 

And Caitbnefs' troops the gallant Sinclair led. 

Strathnaver, StitlMsland. in arms appear. 

And hardy Rofiians ifTuc to the war.* 

The brave McDonalds arid M'Kenzics join, 

Frafers, and Grants, .and the Clan-chattan line; 

That ftretch, difpers'd, along th' HebridiaA 

fliores^ id). . 

MonrocSj M'Leans, M'Kays, and all the powers, 

Thefe hardy troops in Scythian arms array'd^ 

Diftirift in tribes, their prdpcr chiefs obey'd. 

Convene the band on Roflla's fpaciousrboy. 

And twice three tboiifand bucklers gikl the day« 

From Murray's ihores advance a thoufand fpcars. 

And daring Randolf at their head appears. 

Eaft on^ Taezalia's coaft, (^) there lies a plain, 
Blcft with rich pafture, and luxuriant grain 5 

(a) Hebrtdian JhoresS\ The Hebrides are a vaft clufter of 
iflands, lying on the north-weft and wefl: of Scotland, fcat- 
tercd up and down the Deucaledonian fea. 

(Jb) Tazalia, The countries of Mar, Buchan, and all 
about Aberdeen ; Buchan is only meant here* 

Much 
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Much faixi'd for cattle^ much fc^r woolly ftorc^ 
But for its bookable people more. 
On the fmqoth margin German billows play. 
And pour t^ieir finny millions in each bay« 
This regicm, '^ite of 6uchan*s (a) vain decree^* 
Maintained and rais'd a thoufand warriors free> 
Willing they mufter^d for the royal aid. 
By bold Philorthi and brave Pitfligo led. 

And now in arms the noble Gotdon ihines^^ 
And £nzie*s (^} fquadrons to Strathbogy joins^ 
Abria's (c) keen axes in the centre ftand^ 
And Bad'noch ^ams» intrepidly at band. 
JFire thoufand warriors, to the chief adhere^ 
AxeS) claymores^ and targets^ vaft appear 

Next, hardy Forbes^ ahd the g^lant Ma^^ 
On Don's fair borders rendezvous the Wan^ 
Forbes ! in Scotia's annals long renown'd. 
And of t of old with loyal laurels crown'd : 

(a) Buchan. Ctiihihing Earl of Buchan* 
(i^) Enzie^ a part of Aberdeen (hire. 
{c) Abris^ir The County ©f Locbaber. 

O z From 
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From times remote, ftill Forbes grac'd the page^ 
An4 yet Ihines fpotlefs, in the prefent age 
Three times five hundred loyalifts they kd. 
Completely arm'd, and as completely bred. 

Horeftia's plai,is a thoufand warriors yield, (a) 
And Godlike Marlhal leads them to the field. 
Thrice noble chief ? I feel my fpirits roll. 
And all the hero rufhes on my fouL 
Where fhall the Mufe commence thy deathlefs fame? 
From what immortal sera trace thy name ? 
She few thy fire of old, on Barry's fhbre. 
When rapid Lochty groan'd with Cimbrian gore ; 
She faw him *ipidft furi'ounding ruins ftand. 
When hardy Camus bit the bloody ftrand j 
When from the field he bore the regal-fpoib. 
Proud prize ! the badge of his triumphant toils. 
Oft wou'd the Mufe have fiing the godlike line, 
A tafk fo bold, ftill checked the juft defign ;* 

• * 

Fond fhe fet out, but felt the thetoe too ftrortg^ 
Too high the labour, and too vaft the fortg. 
Nor needful — for what genius ever fings 
Of Scotia's Heroes, and her ancient Kings,/ 

^dt) HfK^Jiia ] The ill Ire of Mckrns. Let 
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Let their fam'd deeds but once the mufe engage. 
And ftill f«me Keith (hall glitter in the page. 

Next, where the Efk a double current pours^ 
And laves -Sneia's ever loyal ihores ; 
Two thoufand lances gleam along the ftrand, 
Strathmore, Southefk, and Airly led the band. 
Airly, renown'd for ancient honours gain'd, 
Wh^n Gilchrift conquered, and a William reign- d* 
To thefc, the Mills, a ftill diftinguifh'd line. 
With hearts, and arms, both prov'd, heroie ihine* 
Kinnaird and Falconer their legions call. 
The brave Dundee, (a) and ever faithful Maule. {b) 
Here let the Mufe, her pow'rlefi verfe dfeplope,~ 
Unequal to thy name, O Maule! to foari 
Some bard hereafter, may his fame fecui«i. 
Singly, to celebrate thy worth, Panmure \ 
With tw;ce fix hundred, thefe, conjoin the throng, 
Np former mufe, no braver men hath forig* 

{a) The irante Dundee^ y^.] The^i:eadei^ will pl.eafe to 
obfprve Ucre^ once fpr ajl, thaj we dpn*t by any means 
pretend, thefe gentlemen were nobiKtated cither beforf, 
or at tbis time. We only giv© them the' titles of their 
portcrity, in order to make the, narration the clearer, and 
their name» more obvious to the pr^fent age. 

O 3 djoij;^ 
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AdJoiniDg near, a fruitful region lies, {a) 
The darling care of more indu^ent fkies ; 
Wbofe funny mouptaios, and luxuriant vales^ 
Are fanned by zephyr's foft and kindly gales 5 
Where rich the year, in v^ft profufion reigns, 
Riots in groves, and revels on the plains : 
Thence came a thoufand in brigjht mail array^d| 
Glitter'd the mighty Errol at *thei<: head. 
Full of his fires, the hero took the field, 
A yoke difplay'd, glar'd in the crimibn'd fliield. 
Proud enfign t Glory of that dire debate. 
Where dauntlels Hay reversed the Scottifix fate ^ 
When Lioncarty beheld th* Albanian powVs 
Vanquilh'd, and routed on th' enianguin'd ihorea | 
'Twas then, great Hay oppos'd the Ihameful fligh^ 
Drove back the conqu^r'd, and renewed the fight & 
Thro' Cimbrian ranks^ impetuous^ forcM his way^i 
And thund'ring, with his yoke (^) refto|:'d the day : 

By 

{a) jf fruitful region //</.] A fertile pl?iin 9<^lled, the 
Carfc of Gpwry. 

(if) Alluding to what is hiftorically related of the anceflor 
p£ this noble family ; >^ho in tb^ reign of Heniy III. be- 

*n|j 
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By him, thus wondrous, rofe. the. xuiifd ftate, 
Conquer'd by lofs, and triumphed by defeat ! . 

From Fife's fair coaft three thoufand take the 
plain. 
Headed by Wemyis, and Crawford's ancient Tb«ne. 
The noble Wemyfs ! M'DufPs imaiQrtal ion, 
M'DufF! th' aflcrter of the Scottifh tjirone j 



tng at plough, during an aftlon l»e^twccn Uie ^pts afid 
Danes, wherein the Scots (hamefully took to flight ; tht 
father, with two fons, all ftout men, concluding thattht;ir 
labours would be deftroyed by the Daxies, chola. rather 
to die than fubmit to Qanifh don^inion : they, with a few 
fervants, and without any other arms than the Yb us they 
carried from the field; pofted thentfelves in. the jnoisth of '. * 
a i;iarrow pafs, through which the Scots muft retreat j they 
teprehended them for their cowardlfe, fwore they ihould 
not pafs that way, and cxhotted them to return to tho 
ipharge ; having prevailed, the battle was renewed, .ivith 
the cry, * Help at hand,* — and" with fuch amazing refolu^ 
tion, that the Danes ad^ually- concluding, that fome nu- 
merous fucppurs bad arrived to the Scots, becaine dif- 
m^ycd, and gave way. The Hays performed fuch won- 
ders with their yokes, that the yoke has continued in the 
illuftrious name ever iin^e. 



04.. . Whofc 
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Whofe deeds let Birnane and Dunfinnaa tell. 
When Cwmore battled (a) and the villain fell 

By Athpl, and by Perth array'd to war, 

^ • . • . • • ■ » 

Three thoufand lances glitter in the air. 

See ! glorious in his fires, the great Montrofe, 

. • _ - * 

Amidft his conquering Grammes to battle goes. 

- « ■ • ■ • 

His mail bright ftuds of gold enamcird gild, ' 
Th' iipniortal trophy of fomc ancient field. 
A thoufand vaflals court their leader's fate. 
Greatly to fall, or, conquTing, to be great. 

Thrpe^times' fiyp l;updxed to ;^e war proccjpd^ 
By EgHiiton, and Nairn and Bothwell led. 
Carrick and Lyle pour forth their, hardy train^ 
And Kennedy condu6ts them to the pkiii. 
Renfrew, and Bute, and Rothfay join their aid. 
plittjcrs the godlike Stuart at their bead. 
Advance in arms the Argathelian lines. 
And in the vaa the loyal Campbell fliincs. 
Some faithful aids approach from Lothian's coaft. 
And Seton's loyal offspring leads the hoft. 

{a) And the 'villain fell.'] The hiftory of M'Bcath's ufur- 
pation, in the time of Malcolm Carimorc, and likewifc 
the prop'iccy concerning Birnane wood's coming to Dun- 
finnan-caftle is known to every, one. 

From 



I V* • •> \ 
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From Mercians fertile plains appeared a band. 
Obedient to the gallant Hume's commands- 
Confederate dales, and warlike borders join. 
Proud at their head to fee great Douglas fhine.' 
;There Ijnes conjoin'd, afford fix thoufand ftrong^ 
Brave ! paft the powV of all poetic fong, 
. Udny ! tho* late, illuftrious appears. 
Retardment em'lous, to excel his peers j 
In martial pomp, parades the gallant 'iquirc,' 
Big fweird his breaft, with patriotic fire : 
The Monarch faw, the gei\'rou3 .chief approved. 
Then to Tezalian lines, the chieftain mav^d. 
pierce Edward lijft, leads frorti his native fhores 
pive times five hundred, G^Uovidiah powers. 

Tl^e plan how tedious, fhou*d the Mufe engage. 
To qrowd with difi^rent charaders the page ? 
Nor needful is the. tafk. Qur chiefs of old 
^rave by fucceflion, and by birthright bold ; 
|n all their fathers* various virtues fhone. 
And evVy fire dcf<?ended ir^ the Ton. . 
Bred to the fiejd, and confcious of their might. 
They rang'd the globe, and taught the world to 



fi^ht. 



o 



Thus, 
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Thus f^pm the diftant noFth^ and Solways (ands. 
At Banjpock-biira arriv'd the loyal b^nds. 
The kiflg with joy behqld th' aflembrd train* 
FuU fevcn and thirty thoyfaod crowd the plain. 
The chiefs cmbrapM, aad view'd the fquadrons 

cound, 
Affign-d their ftations^ and marj^'d out the ground. 
The leaders to the royal tent repair. 
And Q*cr the fields encamp th* inferior war, 

, In ten divifions rang'd from Tweda's vales. 
The Englifli pow'rs advance thro' Lothian dales $ 
The wide extended pomp the regions fills. 
Glares o'er the lawns, and gleams along the hills. 
Nations on nations fhade the crowded ftrand. 
Front Ibpre to fhore, and cover half the land. 
Thick is the waving grain. the valley clouds. 
Or le^es in fpring, that grace the blooming woods j 
Lances aod fhields emit their blended rays, 
And^o'er the diftant plains confus'dly blaze. 

Thro^ 
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Thro' J^othiafli fwift advance the fwarming pow'rj. 
Add Aidde^ crowd Bodotri^*s (^) winding {kQrf$^ 
TheftcCy quH^> aniving at jtbue .(^) various fand; 
yfidp Q'er (iiip fields encamp the num'xoiin trauu 

Detach'd, old Stirling's fortrefs to iecurc,' 
Before the hoft. Lord Clifford leads his pow'r* 
In arms eight hundred with that leader ride. 
All fdeft men ! their mafter's chirfeft pride. 
Contigyous, Randolf had a poft to keep, 
Clofe by the temple, on a floping fteep. 
Thro* which, unheeded by the Scots, the chief 
JVlarch'd the fwift legions to' the town's relief. 
J^oul negligence ! t' expiate which offence. 
And footh the jufl difpleafure of his Prince ; 
With vengeful fteps he courts th* unequal war. 
Two hundred lances fhining in his rear, 
jSoon as the Englifh chief the Scots beheld^i 

With force inferior, boldly take the field } 

* 

(tf) A Scholaftic name for the Forth 
{I) Falkirk, 

Pifdainfuf 
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Difdainfiil, in array he ranged his band. 
And in the front himfclf and (a) Howard ftand. 
Howard the brave ! a knight renownM in fame, 
Xhe boaft, the glory of the Saxon name* 
'Ambitious chief ! too eager in the ftrife. 
Too ralhly bold, and prodigal of life i 
Forward thpu rulheft upon certain death, 
And'midft unnumber'd wounds refign'ft thy breathe 
Thy native tpoops with tears beheld thee bleed. 
And England yet laments her hero dead, 

Me^y^hile the combat, furious, burns around. 
And crimfon tides roll, flipp'ry, o'er the ground, 
Baulk'd in his firft defign, and fir'd with fpite,, 
^Hke haughty Clifford vi^'rous, urg'd the fight. 
His lengthen'd ranks extended o'er the ground,^ 
And juft began t* inclofe the Scots around. 
This Randolf iaw, and, with a gen'ral's care, 
Difpos'd into an orb his thinner >yan 

« * 

Each way objefted, Ipcars and gleaming fhieldsj^ 
Glitter an iron circle, xound the fields. 

(a) Howard fland,\ Si? Williai^ Howard,, the noble 
tn^cftor of the Duke of Not59^k. 

And 
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And now both hofb in clofer combat jdin. 
And thickening deaths in redder ruin fhine 9 
Nor knows the ardent warriour to retire, 
Fix'd where he ftands to conquer or expire* 
No blended fliouts of ^ar's tremendous cries, 
Ring thro* the hilk, or rattle in the Ikies, 
^he buiied field hears no tumultuous breath. 
But clafhing armour, and the groan of death. 
Glorious each chief, and grim with duft and blood, 
Amidft the war with rival fury rode. 
Along the itrand the wind'ning havock fpread. 
And round them roll'd in heaps the mangl'd dead.. 
But Englifh bow-men, long in battle ikiU'd, 
"With feathered deaths fore gall'd the Scottilh field. 
This Douglas viewing from the camp afar, 
Thus to the King prefers a foldiers pray'r, 

* Sovereign !' he faid, ' may heav'n direct th^ day,; 

* And may to-morrow's fun fccure thy fway ; 

* As I with pity view yon dreadful fcene, 

* And Randolf fweaung on th* unequal plain. 

* Oppreft with numbers, and overwhelmed with foes, 

* Behold your hero fainting in your caufe. 

• Sooft 
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' Soon fhall he fall 'midft yon fuperior hofi;^ 

* And Scotia in her iecond hope be loft. 

f Forbid it fate l-^^^nd thou, our g^n'rous prince^ 

* Forgive a nephew^s (#) undcfign*d cjflfence j 

^ O'erlook the fault, and let me hafte to fb$rt 
' Yon bloody field, and tiirn the fcale of v^« 

* So may kind heaven confirm thy right diride^ 

* And fix the fceptre ever in thy line/ 

He faid-^the Monarch thus himfelf expreft» 
(The genVal (bene engrofling all his breaiV) 

* No aid from us this day ihall fcreen his crkne^ 

* My flighted words, and his negle£ked time. 

c Let him, unfuccour^d^ 'midfl: yon furious crowds 

* Feel his paft folly, and repent in blood/ 

He fpoke, and thro' the camp purfu'd his way, ■ 
To view the troops, and predifpofe the day. 

{a) Vndepgiid offence^ Randolf had been commanded 
by the King to guard a pafs near the church, by which 
the enemy behov'd to march to the relief of Stirling but 
having negleded it, he was obliged to follow and attack 

them on the plain^ with numbers much inferior to theirv* 

Still 
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Still on the fpot the hardy Douglas ftay'd, 
Fix'd to his parpole, and refolv'd to aid, : 
When now the foe, with pfeaftire he behcild, 
Loofe in their ranks, and reeling in the field : 
Randolf and his, with unrefifted might 

4 

Bearing down crouds, and burfling thro* the fight;; 
Needlefe th' intended aid — ^for aid had ftain'd^ 
The gkny by fuch blood and labour gain'd^ 
And now Lord GlifFord*s troops defert the war. 
And Randolf thunders on the flying rear. 
Back to their hoft retreats the routed train. 
And twice two hundred brcathlefs prefs the plain, 
Randolf returns, the Monarch grafpt his hand. 
And to repofc ordain'd the weary band. 

By this, the night [a) unufual darknefs fpreads. 
And heav*n and earth involves in thickeft fliades. 
No beams from Cynthia's filver orb appear, 
No Icfler taper twinkles in the fphere \ 

{a) Uhufital darknefs^ &c.] This was the more remarkable 
tjpon account of the fcafon of the year, it being on the 
soth of June, when in thcfc climates there is little or no 
darknefs >at all. 

But 
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But nature funk in fable horrors lay 
Profound, and pregnant with the future day i 
Yet watchful Bruce exerts a father's care. 
And thro* the i^ent gloom explores the war; 
Views all the lines, now part in flumbtirs loft^ 
Part taking, wakeful, of the adverfe hoft. 
In deep attention^ flill he march'd along. 

And mark'd the whole behaviour of the throng; 
In ev'ry word, in evVy gefture fkill*d : 
Difpofing, as he went, th' approaching field- 
Near to th' entrenchments flood an ancient fane^ 

"^ • • ' 

The pioiis ftrufture of fome former reign ; 

Where midnight vows employ the rev'rend fires^ 

And twinkle in their lamps the drowfy fires i 

Thither his private orifons to pay, 

iDevout, the Monarch treads his filcnt way; 

The priefts receive him with paternal care 3 

But foon to heav'n, as he prefers his pray'r, 

♦. 
Dreadful, thro* all the fkies loud thunders roll. 

And quick the lightning gieams from pole to pole; 

The fathers, hafting to the porch, efpy^ 

Two flaming armies combat in the ffcy. 

The 



The legions feem'd to blaze in red attire. 
And all the vifionary. war on .fine. 4 . 
Then fudden, in a trail of. flaftiy light, - 
Downward, bright Ariel fhoots along the night \ 
Straight, to the King^ appears within the flirine, ' 
Celeflial glories round his temples (hine ; 
His flowing robe in azure volumes roird^ 
Bright fapphireS) blazing^ on astherial gold^ 

i ■ 

(Pure radiant gold of heav'n, without allay) 
Around the fane difFus'd a flood of day! • 
The pious Monarch, at the fight amaz'd. 
With awful rev'rence on the angel gaz'd ; 

When Ariel thus. * From regions diftant far^ 

* Beyond the convex of yon arched Iphcre 5 

' Where blifsful minds ,diflblv*d in raptures lye> 

ft 

* Or float on azure pinions thro' the flcy j 

* Or on the Trine's immortal glories gaze, 

* Balk ia the beams, and live upon the blaze : 
' Dowto from thofe happy feats, to thee I come, 

* Thy cares tp footh -*-b'ut not unfold thy doom* - 

* Beyond the rcahiis of . light th at fecret lies ! . 

* Far in the womb of fate, and wrapt in Ikies* 

P 'To 
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^ In vain to heists c^ futurt fctnei we ibar^ 
' The fole, fix*d priv^lqge of eternal pow'r I 
' No more ( kiidw^ but diat to morrows rayr 

* Is doom'd to finilh tkis confitnded fway;. 

^ Thee I behold» with anxious cares bppfefjk^ 

* To heav*n alone, refign thy pious brcaft. 

* Go then, and boldLy. meet the fterti debate,. 

* Be ftill thyfclf, and leave th' event to fate 

* With pious courage fraught, thy fortune try,, 

* A fortune not unfavoured by the flcy/ 
This faid, the feraph fwiftly wings his way. 
Mounts thro* the fpheres, and gains upon the day». 
Full of the wond'rous^ fcone, the monarch trod 
Back to the canVp his folitary road i 

In meditation, to his tent repairs,, 

A timely flumber overffaades his stores. 

From ocean now upraised, the god of day. 
Thro' mifts, and mournful, feems to gain his way : 
The 6ery car the fteeds reliiuSUnt rail. 
Recoil, and ibarce oppofe the whirlbgpole* 

The 
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I'hc vapours, denfe, rcfdle to feed the blaze. 
Or add frefh fuel^ io the fdntKh nlyd ^ 
That beams oblique tiiight point, forbid to gildj 
The coming horrors of fo dire a field. 

I • ' . ^ * • • 

Now from Falkirk, by Fortha s winding coaf^, 
in dreadful order moves the Englifh hoft : 
Men^ arms ind fteeds^ the mounuins fhade a&r^ 
Arid valliis groan beneith the load of war. 
tJnfurPd in air, the gdlden banners play^ 
And clarions, drums, arid trumpets roufe the diy; 
Adjoining hills the loiind alarm rebound; 
And rocks arid forefts multiply the found. 
Great hi the van, and awful as a godj 
In genis ^d gold the mighty Edward {a) todc ; 
Rodnd hini, ^1 fheath'd iri mail, a dreadful linej 
Three thoufarid warriors On barb*d cdurfers fhine« 
'6old Glo'fter, and Bohdri, a msartial knight, 
pifordi aiid Kenit^ aind H^tfcird guard the right i 
^he left obeys dy dmjShnvilla^s commatnd^. 
Joined by Ctirljpatriek'^ and by Ctifforas bandit 

y) King of EngUndj 

Pa thi 
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The troops from Belgium^ ajnd from Gallia's coaft> 

c * 

Make up the centre . of the martial hoft. - 
Monmouth > (^Nei] and Defmont next appear. 
And with united fquadrons guard the rear. , 
The quivered bands around the flanks difpos'd, 
Oa either fide the moving battles closM, 
In pompous order thus the numerous train, 
forward advances to the deftin'd plain. 

t 

- - ■ • ' : • - 

Thro* Bruc£*s hofl: next ring the loud alarms, 

• • • ' 

And Caledonian trumpets found to ar;ns. 
All o'er the camp the ready fquadrons ftand. 
And wait, impatient, for their chiePs command. 
Forth from his tent, advancing to the lines. 
The daring Monarch, in bright armpur fhines 
A cheerful vigour Iparkles in his eyes. 
And, o*er his face, the martial terrors rife ; ' 
A corflet ftrong blaz'd on his ample breaft. 
And nodded on his helm, a bloody creft -, 
Faft by his thigh, bright fhone his flaming brand, ' 
An ax of ftecl gleamed: in hk-fetter hand. 
The Jtegiods, joyful, on the Monarch ^azc, 
Full of the wonders of hi§ godlike ways. 

With 
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The Grampian thiefs, array'd in warlike ftate. 

With cheerful p6mp upon their Monarch waitv- ^ 

t^6i6ifov the battle, -arms each loyal band, • - ^ 

And thick'ning fquadrons form along -the ftrand, 

Gj^fe-m the vantheb^Id Taezalianlincs^ • 

And at their head the noble Randolf^lhmes ; 

Rang'd on< the f ight^he fbuthmoff legions ftodd, 

Ahd OB their front tiie fiery Edward' (i)^ode : 

With, him experienced B8yd divides'' ^KcPlwayi '- 

» . » • • ■ ■ . • 

Sent by- the King tcrgukfe him thrd^the day. 

Befoit die Wefr, * uponf ihe fefr app6ife ^ 

Yoiing- Stuart, and" I>6uglV jdinv ftis border- 

■ * fpears, - ''' ■' ■ ' '''' ^' ' -'' 

The others chiefs their proper fta'tidhS heid. 

But thefei the general leaders of the Held. 

Arranged, at laft, the rtar in drder ftood, ' 

And at their head the King, unufual, rode.' 

' . > • 

And whi-Ift he views around th' embattW war. 
The generous Keith fupplies his riiaft^r's care. ' 



f / » 



And now both hofts a^ mile dividttl'^fi^t, 
A'fhort and anxious interval' of fate v*' '' "* 

^«) Bfttic^'s brother. 

P3 When 
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When great (^) C^omarvpn wives his awful band^ 
And lifl/ning tboulancU round their Monarch itend^ 
Then thus : * Behold^ my frjpnds, our mighty 

pow^n, 
f From I^ritifh climes qw^tn^d, a^ #>re^ 

4 

ibore^, 
f Our fire's imnlartal laurels to mantain^ 

* And fix our ooiiquefts o'er the Grampian Re%a : 
^ Ey'n h<^ yourfelve^ be^re iiave often fou^K, 

f And frrauent fiim qn ^ rebels brought, 
f This d^y, h%vt ^t $^ oaightier force arr^Ky^ 
« Than e'er, at once, PW ^t^% coi^m^ds obeyM y 

^ You then^ ^ho ftill, with him^^ yidorious ihon^ 
^ Still concjuer^ qor d^genVate,* with the foo. 
f Behold how thin appear yon daftard bands^ 
' Scarce half fufficient for our Cbldiers hands j 
f EVn ^houfapds herp Ihall find . no foe tp fl^, 
? But idly fhare the triumphs of the day. 
? Go then^, my friends, attack the puny plain^ 

* And drive ypn handfql, fcatter'd, to the maln^ 
^ Affert yo^r pijfn, affert your Monarch's name, 

\ \.^\ d^ath^ or fetters^ cru(h^ ;he rebel's claim/ 

(0) King £dward# 
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Hjc fpoke-rwith mingled Ihouts refounds the air^ 
^nd all the eager troops demand the waf. 

I 

Now godlike Bruce before the centre ftands. 
And thus accofts his Caledonian bands. 



f Fellows in arm^ ! long did our fires oppple 
f The haughty infults of ambiuous foes 5 
^ Long hath our country ftruggled with her fate j 

* With Piftilh fraud, and Saxons conftant hate. 

* Thefc two fupported by Aufonian pow'rs, 

^ How did the mighty ruin Ijprcad pur Ihores \ 

< What feas of blood, what mountains of the (lain, 

* Chok'd ev'ry vale, and ftfow'd each purple plain^^ 
^ Thus fell our fires -, or, drqve by fword and flame, 

* Fled far ; and Scotia fc^rc^; retained a name. 

' Yet heav'n, relenting hcav*n, beheld her fate, 

J And arni'd the great reftorer of the ftate ! 

? Frofn frozen climes, and Scythia's diftant ftrand, 

* The patriot prince^ collcfts the fcatter'd band ; (a) 

(a) The patriot prince^, &:c.] Fergus 11. who ren.oi:ed the 
Monarchy of Scotland, after it had been almoft utterly 
^xtinguifhed by the Fifls, Saxons and Rotnans. 

?4 H? 
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* He came, he conquer'd, and her right reftor'd^ 

* Doom'd to the fway, and Albion's fated Lord. 
^ Fiftifh and Saxon fpoils his triumphs grace^ 

^ The& baniih'd, thofe a quite extinguifh'd raee. 

* Next from the North, where Baltic billows rave^ 
And Cimbrian rocks the foamy tempefts lave ; 

* Again!): our fires advancM the fwarming trains 

* Our hardy fires, undaunted^ took the plains 

* Let wond'ring Loncarty record the day^ 

^ And with great Kenneth, join the greater Hay: 
^ Let Malcolm next, and Keith's fuperior rage^ 
*And Barry's field run purple in the page ! 
^ When Lochty's current, chok'd widi tides of 
bloody 

* Groan'd to the ocean in a crimfon flood. 

* For Scotia's right, thus ftood the Scots of old^ 

* Thus glare your fathers in recording gold. 
Such were their afts, and fuch their royal fame^ 

* Such glories blaze, around each deathlefs name 
^ And now, my friends, this day, methinks I fee 

* Thofe noble patriots in their progeny. 

Tiris 
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This day ! the lall ^f all *ur tbftg dcbij^- 'A * 
The fix'd, impoirttot period of fa»!".:^^-5 oSV » 
In gold andjcwelshow- docs Edward glare! rr ^ 
What pride of :afmiesl and what ipompCioC'lBlU'! 
Beholdyon vafkwatray, ybnfwarmlr]g:hQftfr: A * 
Legions extended cloud tiiciiwond'rinjg cdaStiV. * 
Th^ hour of fate ! this inftint hpur 4cmahdif£ - 
Ypur fathers fouls, aiid ftU Jrpw fathers .teftd* 5 '^ 
We know* the .d:c«d5 lof «y*ry dopghty firew :i v' * 
.Nor fliall -we doubt their hardy <)f6priiig'aiifci * 
Methinks I fee great Graeme undauntcd'go, 
Q^inft Ronje's proudcaglcs^caod • thcr S^xon feet 
Here .are hig feog, behold the manly' xisiQei^/o-i*! • 
See hpw the father, threatens, in ca^h fac^.^^'-^. ^ 
Methinks Jj% jthe DougUs* firis of olcJi riT' * 
Red from his toils, and refting on the mould; 
Then, princely jtiftice iifkt the heroV name; - -^ 
\ And Shpltp,Dow Glas point€(d.l?im to fame.; (<?)^ 

* ' . I ' ? ' • . • I 

* Already 



^••T 



•» (/i) yM S^oiutJOoM Glari &c.] This is faid by fame t« 
have happened in the reign of Salvathius -King p/ .$^tsi^ 
Anno Dom, 787. to ^wit. That in an engagement betwixt 
tiie> ^ots and PiSs> aided by the Saxons, the Scots were 

in 
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; Alrqidy mtoiioa'^, needleis I run o^er, 

; The trophies jby our fires obtain'd be;forc. 

^Thb Yimous day fiiall ev^n ecli{rfe their rage, 

f And Bannock-burh, loQ nobler in tiic page ; 

^ A new, a noble aeralhaU unfold, 

* And Scotia's (bn& iball fbmd in brighter gold. 

* Itedon, my friends! that I the field delay, 

* And ft(^ with words the laurels of the day ; 
' That t mard the freedom of the ftace, 

^ Your glory, and with your^s, your Monarch 
fate« 

* 6a^ii» hfwc Scots ! and let each hero's fire, 
^ Prove his bold lineage^ and aflert his fire. 

^ Scotia this day demands her ancient right, 
^ HTis Scotia I ^m&her danng fons to fight, 

^1 a auiniifr enturcdy touted ; but the extfaonUaiy Wmverjr 
pf thb Dow Glas turned the fortune of the day, and pro- 
imred the viftory to the Scots. The Kirig enquired who 
he was whom he had feen behave fo gallantly ; a gent)e» 
fnan painted him out, as he refted himfelf on the ground, 
and faid> Sholto Dow Glas, fee the black grey man. The 
King loaded him with honoun, aadbisianily hatii cvei^ 

f Hco bofc that n«me» 

- • ■ • . » . • . < 

^TJit 
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^ Thcpride, the hate, the branny you know, 
^ And all the rage ^fifyon rclentlds fbe ; 
f Think then, you^ wive;, and helplefs infants ftand^ 
f And weep &r fafety^ frcmi each warrior^s hmSL 
^ Dear pledges I let their images remaiQ 
^ Fvgi*d in ybvfr foiils, an4 bear yon thro' the plain; 
^ Let thofe fpft tie? of life, your better part^ 
^ String ev'ry nerve, and fteel e^ch hero's heart | 
^ Thro' ev'ry fcene of aiEtior^ point your way, ' 
f And heav'n, propitious, ihall con4u<$ the day. 
• Freedon^ th^ prize ! tp purch^e ev'n the n^me^ 
' In death, there's glory ! flavery is Ihame. 
lie fpoke-— 4n4 ^Vs» indignant, fwdrd the;f 

eyes. 
Then furious Q:\outs^ for batde, tore the Ikje?, 

Then pious Bruce, in view of all his lines, 
Prone to the earth, his fuppliant form inclines j 
|Iis hand apply'd unto his fpotlefs breaft, 
^f^ thus ^ fatl^r of the fides i^dreft. 

< fmmortaj 
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* Immortal pow'r 1 whofe facred voice, fupreme,- 

* Spoke to-exT^pncc this ftupcndous:frinie-,' > 

* Who fWay'ft the nations with thydreadful nod ; ; ^ 
^ And crowns, and ' trembling throtics, confcfsthe* 

Godi • ■ .: : ; - 

* If e'er with Mm unfeign'd my. vows I paid, ; 

* If e'er my foul a pure oblation.. m^e •, • > 

* Regard my fufl^rings paft, remit my cares, 

^^ And. judge, propitiotis judge! thy fuppliai^t'^ 
pray-rs. 

* If I, luirighteous, fall before yon foe, 

i. 

* From thee, fubmiflive, I receive the blow ; ' ^ 

■.-•♦• » 

*^But if my right, th* Almighty's aid can claim, 
' Aid thou, and teach me, to adore thy name. 
The pious Monarch thus— and all the bands, ;^ 
With humble hearts, and with uplifted hands. 
Devout, addrefs the, fov'reign powV on .high, - 
Confefs their guilt, and deprecate the fky. 'i 

Anon, advancing from the Saxon train, 
A knight in Ihining armour crofsld the .plain. ' (a) ^ 

(a) Knight injhinirig armour^ &c.] This is faid to be Sir 
^cnry Boheme, or Bohun, of the family of Warwick, 

His 
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His. haughty micn,^ and his gigantic fizc • .... r: 

At once attraftcd jcy'ny warrior's, jeyes.- , . 

This hardy wight, with proud, difdainful look,' 

A lance, enormous, in his left hand fhook. ;. 

Approaching, he defies each Scottifh knight,,: - 

And dares, the brav^ijt, ^ put, to fingle fight. 

Soon as the King the giant-foe beheld. 

Alone, defy his legions on tha field. 

The ftted he reins, and rulhes o'er the ftrand ; . 

/ 
An axe well temper -d charged his bettqr.hand : 

Dauntlefs he rode to meet the champion's force. 
And proud the knight begins his furious courfe 
Full at the Monarch aims his length of fpear, 
Th' eluded . weapon fpends its ftrength in air.,.,. 
The courfer bore him on, but as he paft, 
(Juft where the plume flood nodding on his creft) • 
A forceful blow the Monarch aims with fkiU, 
Thro' helm and brain down rufh*dthe Ihining ftccU • 

Tumbles the champion on the gorey heath, - 

• ' -■ 

His boaftful vifage threatening ev'n in death. 
This faw both hofts, and, from the important fight^^ 

Each takes the omen of the future fight, 

t. ■ .• 

Returns, 
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RetuAis the King $ his worth each bofom fiits^ 
And ev'rjr leader t6 his poft retiitst 

And no# bdth lUrmies fbr the fight prep^mf^ 
And ihriller clangors animate the war. 
Drums J trumpetsi t:larions blend their warlike^ 

cries. 
Ring thro' the air, and eccho thro' the fkies; 
Woodsj vales, and mountains the alarm rebounc(j 
And4iea¥^n and earth appear invcrfv'd in found. 

Say, facred Nine ! the dreadfcil fccne relate,* 
And paint the wonders of this day of fate ! 
Approach the £oc^ ten thoufand Glo*fter heads,^ 
Ten thoufend more, the hardy Hertford leads. 
Pull on the Scottilb rights they (hape their way, 
"Where Edward's legions, lin'd the hoUdW bay j 
The hollow bay, thick fet with piles before^ 
And with fidtitious turfF diffembled o'er. 
On fearlefs fteeds the EngliCh thither bound,* 
And plunge at once Into the faithleis gfourid. 

Wallowi 
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Wallows five thouiand, in the gaping fhore. 
And fliarpen'd fpikes five thonfand eourfeis^ gprci 
Edward to war bis infantry commands ; 
Rufli, fierce the foot,' amidft th* entangled baodii 
Their fiery leader thunders at their head. 
And fad around the widening flaughter ipread» 
Warriors and fteeds lay in one ruin miz'd; 
By craft ingulph^d, and fecret piles transfix^d^ 
The reft, afl&ighted, from die fatal coaft. 
Retire confjjs'd^ and join the fecond ho&» 

Again, ia air, the Engllih banpers play. 
And fifty thoufand iflue to the day. 
The hardy Monmouth heads his Cambrian forces 
And Oxford joins his Trinobanuan horie. 
To meet thofe battles daundefs Edward goes^ 
But looks for aid againft fuck odds of foes« 
Nor long ezpe&s ; before his hardy lines. 
Soon at his fide, the noble Randcdf ihines* 
Iti quick battalia fonn'd, each adverfe train. 
With double rage^ ^ommenc' d the fecond fim^ 
Together &A, die burft of battle goes,. 
And m the llaes the flu)uts, tremt ndbus, rofcv 
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' As when: Ibudf winds the foaming furges fwecp^ * 
And' f mm its caverns tear the bellowing deep i . 
Or^ as fierce flames their crackling torrents pour . 
Tfarol inountain-forefts^ and the fhadcs^ devour : 
Juft with fuch!rage, the hofts together bound, 
Juft io the clamours, thro' the heav'ns refound. 
Soon as the ccafhof fpears obfcures the air. 
At oate, unfhcath'd, the gleamy faulchions glare. 
From clafhing arms, the blended fparkles blaze* 
And blulhing torrents form a crimfon maze. 

Here haughty Monmouth thunders in his might ; 

» - • - • 

There hardy Oxford animates the fight, 
In vain. See, where fierce Edward fwims in gore; 
And Randolfs mighty arm lays wafte the fhore. 
See, where the Ipreading ruins of the flain, 

r 

Thicken, and grow, and widen o'er the plain ! 
Incline the Saxon ranks i nor longer dare 
Oppofe the fury of the Grampian war. 
Monmouth and Oxford, fee their troops give way. 

A nd^ pic^Pd with wounds^ themfclves forfake the 
* • chy. 



*. '• 
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ketrcat tHis-fe^^ns, t6 tlie geri*ral Hoft,- * 
And cw^'ntyr tKou&nd, ii^lefii^ftro^ thei^te' 
Th6 S^ots foohioltyi^h ^eir ftandardiF jbitij 
And foriil'Alfe itQ6psing,i]h iri ohJcf iMne. 






Doubly repulsM, now all the Eriglifh war, 

in gcftd af^ay^,* arid bkiiflg diamonds bri^t^ 
Thcanigfetf Ifeirj^F rod* IJbreiftoft to thfe fight. ' 
Thrfifeithdttfthd kSfiightV lii mail, ftvercljr gayj 
Rich, on barb'd ftecds, conduct him to the day, 
^he ldrig^3t^ndcd legloM fill tK« trfein,- ^^^ 
And crowding 'niatidrii tliii(^eii on kJtit pWii/* 
Alofii UnfurFdj the gilded -ftandards fly, • ' ^ » 
And all t|K'^)bmp of battfc ftrikcs the fkyi 
Whefc Edwaid'i IcgiorisindlfrftveRitridolf sftiBod 
Rally'd^ and reeking ftiU With reeent4>Ioodt 
Array 'd, the ranged fquadronsi proudly daire^ 

■ • • • 

Repeat the dire magnificence of war^ '- - 

Unequal match! Bift ere th* attack begtfnf 

• * 
Amidft the cliiefs, the doughty Dotiglas, . fhone; - 
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Three thouland bord'rers, his command obty^ 
Fre0i to the field, and ardent for the day. 
Hkn jgjiUant Stuart, in burnifh'd armour joins^ 
And to the onfet leads his weftern lines. 
Heroic youth! Nor had Eve luftres ihed 
Their circling feafons, o*er his blooming head. 

The charge begins* The hofb together boUndj, 
And iteeds and warriors tumble on the ground. 
The cradling fpears, in clouds of fplinters riie. 
Fierce thundering noife, deep groans and mingled 

cries^ 
Ring round the fbrefts; ecchoing rocks reply^ 
And all the war redoubles in the fky. 
The Monarch's fteely guards, amidft the fight. 
On Edward's legions, pour their awful might. 
Edward as furious nneets the iron-train. 
And heads and helniets ring againft the plain. 
Hibernian foot, and Gallia's warlike horfe, 
Againft the noble Randolf, bend their courfe. 
The noble Randolf 'gainft thofe fquadrons rode^ 
And foreign ^ore foon fwcU'd the neighboring flood. 

What 
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What;Wondefs were by dreadfd Douglar wrought t 
And ev'n young Stuart^ not undiftinguiik'd, fou^c;: 
But Omphraville^ in arts of war long fkill'd,, 
j)rivi fbhjK tbe Saxon bowmen to the field* 
Rang'd tO:th* attack, Jull fifty thoyfand caoie^* 1 
That 4r]4lik ite Tiriej attd Hunlbcr's tumbling 

ftreami 
FroniT^ twanging ye^s the whi2^zing-teniipe(b fiy^ 
And clouds 6f feathered fftes obfcUre the iky, 

r • * • • ' 

By this Hypcridn Oh his radiafit cif, 
Flam'd in the zenith of the middle fphere. 
And now th'- unerring balances dfl highi 
Fram'd df pilrc gold, depended from the fkyj[ 
The wjbrk of irt diviiic, to weigh the fates 
Of rival monarchs, and contending ftatesj" 

* 

Impartial htav'iii's decreed ordainM to provC| 
And fix th* ctefiial: equity abo>v&# 
Bright in the azure vault the balance AcJiic (i)i 
And BritilH fates in either fide art thrcfwfl. 

Q^i. . Sinkihg 

(a) bright in thf wcuri mmtk thi taUmefJhone.J Thlujpi^co 
i^mAchincry (if we may call it fo) the xeadet wilt &aA 
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Sinking .morct.poricl'rQUSy Stoma's lots ptwtH ; 
Ifigh:.itk)iiihb in a o'erpoisVi).. the Englifh fcaitt- 



I'. 



Meanwhik tht Kingj. not jrctengag^d, befadd 
The tjold enixkiimers on.thie .various field ^^ 
Admiring : view!d.bis glorious leaders figin^ . . 
In all the terrors of their fathers mighty : 
Juft thtn percciyc^ itefeiVVi thei tquiverM paivTr^ , ' 
By crafty OAphrayiUe well known befocs^:. 
Rang'd on the hoftile flanks, in order glare. 
And gall with diftant wouddis the Scottifh war. 
Refounds th' alarm, and ^be by tribe draws fortl^ 
Array'd to b|t£de^ the intnqpid north. 
Himfelf^ before the fquadions takes the plain,- . 
And Hay and. Keith and Goi;don fill the train* 
His troops M'Kenzie, to McDonald joins^ 
And all jthc war in Scythian armour thines. 
The dales around Hebridian axes gild. 
And l^y bucklers glimmier o*er the field. ; 

made ufe of both by Honu^ and J^irgil; nor is it any In^ 
vention of theirs, or indeed, owing to the Pagan theology. 
We liave federal authorities for it in facred writ, particularly 
that ^f DsQicU in the acowtithc gjyfi^ of fieIfluzaMur*i feaft, 
chap*'Y^vflir£7». 

Detach'd 
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IDeuch'd before^ the noUe Mar fiiall rode» 
To quell the fury dE die arck^r-drowd. 

• .... • J T 

v'Two thoufend Ipfears obey that chief *s commanas. 
Fiercely tliey rufii amidft the tfie quiver'd bari^. 
The bold detaclimcrit dealt deftrifaion round. 
Bows, (hafts and warriors miagling on the ground. 

f I • 

'Not able to luftain their awful might. 
Back to the rear the archers wing their flight, 

■ . "' . , , , , . 1 ■ . / ... 

By this the King, jnajcftically great, 

■ •••I*- t-*.'*. . 

Shines in the center of the day of fate ! 

Stem terrors rifing, brood, upon his brows. 

And in his looks^ the God of battles glows. 

Quick round the field with eyes furpatiing keen, . 

At Qnce comm^ded all the waxiike fccne : 

Then, as the thunder buriting from on high, 

Prives thro' the gathered wreck, and fwceps the 

ikyi 

While clouds, djiBblv'd in mighty torrents, pour 

The founding ruin round the delug'd (here ; 

• » ■ • ■ 

So rufli'd the Monarch 'midft the phickeft fight, 

^Ii40^*4 iQ ^U the wonders of l^U might. 

CL 3 Gods I 
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Cods ! . How his rage the wid^niog havock Ipread ! 
How thick around him rofe the growing dead ! 
What tides of rolling gore, fropi ranks overthrown. 
Unite, and fwell, and deep^]: |lQ^t the lawn ? 
The lawn ! ?hat late, freftj crown'd with verdure, 

• • • ' * ' * . 

finU'd, 
Np'sf groans^ with death, apd looks one bloqcjy 
wild. 

The diftant war, aftonifh'd, ftops its courfe. 
And, wond'ring, view'd his more than mortal forc6« 
The hardy north's undaunted fons engage. 
And fecpnd, thro' the field, their Monarch's rage« 
Amaz'd, the foreign troops, th^ir aid repeiit^ 
And ey -n Caernarvon dreads thg dirp event. 
But Omphraville colleds the ftaggfring lines. 

And at their head, once more, undaunted fliine^; 

■ ^' ■ • . ' ' ■ '■ • ... 

Bold piles, the Argentine renownM in fame. 
And long p foreign fields 9 drefidful name, 
]^ec^ls the Belgiani and the Qallic hor(e. 
And joins to Omphraville; the rally'd force^ 
'I'he Scottifh battles, diftant on the field, 
Th' alTembled foe's frefli rendezvous behekl ; 



' ' '.' V ' 
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Fn>m difF'reot quarters, th^ir whale tr(>ops com«' 

bine. 
And all at once the Monarch's ftandard join.. ; 
The monarch now the van^ and all his pow'r 
Upon the foe with dreadful fiirjr bore v 
Th* oppofing foe, with equal fury bound ; 
Beneath the fliock, deep |;ro9n'd, tl^e tr^n>{>Ufig 

ground^ 
The mighty clalh of arms refoiinds in air. 
And mountains eccho to the din of war. 

t 

How did the Bruce in all his dread array, 
Surpafs the former wonders of the day 1 
His rage thro* ev'ry fcenc of battle ran, 
Flam'd on fhe flanks, and lightened in the van. 
Gods! how fierce Edw^d (0) urg'd tjie ftern de- 
bate. 
From that brave hapd hoyf many me; their f^te ! 
In vain the Gallic chief opposed his powV, 

Breathlcfs by hiixj exte^d^cj on the Ihorc. 
This Belgium faw, and G^uPs aftoniQi'd horfe. 
Then fled, diforder'd, from the dreadful fprcc. ' 
Bold Douglas, Randolf, Stuart, exert fheir might, 
'J'hundcr thro' death and drive the fcattcr'd fight. 

(4) Bkuce's broihcf. 

tt.4 Swb 
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Suchi^enoIong^rftafsdAhebomieibeJ/' '■ > 

All diiarray'd, af4 rettU^ t^ djfkt 



And now the fun had {hot a hinttr ray. 

His cartkcliiiing to the wdjpm Tea; * ' 

When from the heights defcend theScottilh fwaii^S} 

. ■" • ■ 
The foe b?hcld ?ircfb the coycjr'd pl^ns i' 

m 

A fly fcferve of youth, yet youijg in fldU, 
|3ut well idifpos'd the wond'ring eye to fill ^ 

^hey gaze fpme time, ailoniih'd at the fight, 
,Then at all once precipitate their (light. 
His arnues routed, and his honour loft^ 
The greaf Caernarvqn flies the blqody coafl. 
To where loud billows beat Dumbarton's Azores, 
He ppfts; and Douglas drives the fcatter'd pow^ri* 

i 

By fea at lai$ he gain^ his natiye fway i 
Pead in the chafe thiM thoufa^d victims )ay. 
Of hoUile porpfes (dreadful to relate !) 
Full fifty thojuland gorg'4 the Qeld of fatew 
^our thoufand fpurs of gold, Equeflriafii fpoils ! 
^art grace, and part reward tl^^e Qrampi^n toils. 
There; Typont fell, ^d Glpcpi^er the brave 

The Beucs dlilinguiih'd, by an hoitgw-d grave. 

Thy 
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i^ faflfels, nolS<r^Arg(?ncnicl hercliscfc («), • -' 

]For i^affSJfo^Vw^^ dittant fcfe^^^^^^ '" 

ThrSFrStuuf^sijcl^^ 

^rave Argentine, who never Knew to yield. 

Or fly, in|TOTOUS, from flie deathful held: 

Obferv d by B^ucfe, his worth the monarph own d. 

And obfequies of War, I>is fall renown'd. 

Six thoufand Scbtnlh warriors yield their breath, 

^yal in life, and glorious in their deatj>. 

There Gc^don Fell, knd Rofs, renowh'ii of old, 

- • * . ' •'^ 'i . 

jBjutftilV'inScbtia's annals, live in goldj 
While thf ice the fun his courfe diurnal roHs, ' 
And fbades, fucccflivc, thrice invoke the poles; -^ 
Still Binnack-burri, unclearM of clotted gore, -^ 
In hollow • itiurn^Hrs, dy*j4 it| gbaftly fliore;- 
Edward efcap'dl ^14 Douglas leads his hoft ^ 
Back to yi&orious J^aucrii by Fortha's coa{^» 
iCoiyoin'd, to Stirling rparjph'd fh^ laureled war, 
^d fpoils of nations, load each groaning car. 

(a) 7%r jhU Jrgentiit^Sf Ac] Sir GiliBt the Af^gentine, • 
who comi^anded a part of the foreign auxiliaries, and h^i r 
^one fignaf}'' fervices abmad a^a?ti{l tlib Sara'ceps." ^e was 
l^allcd tb^ Arpuitixnp, fjrom Afgcpiaj^^ p f^ of AliaCia iii 
G«nnanyy noYf Siriiiburg. 

>- * Numl?ers 
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Numbers of captive troops the pomp adom'd. 
And haughty chiefs^ in hoftile fetters moum'd : 
Triumph immenfe! thefe noUe chieftans prov'd^ 
^The precious ranfom of the Queen belov'd : 
With regal fuite^ enlarged, haftes the Queeii 
To bleis her lord, and amplify the fcene 
The £uthful King anticipates the blifs, 
[JVelcomes his Queen, and prifoners difinifsr 

]lenown'(l no^ Bruce (all oppofition quell'd, 
yile fadtion crufl^'d, and cv*ry foe repelled). 
Proclaims throughout the proyincp$ {^is f^^ay, 
Cordial^ the provinces, as one, obey : 
Friends are acknowledged, and his hoft difmift 
With bounty loaded, and with freedom bleft i 
Courts he reftores, ipjuftice tp controul, 

Diipenfes laws, and coiiftitutes the wholo 

» 

No more dare foreign fees his right invade^ 
No more dare faction lift its rebel head \ ' 

No more the Grampian fwain in batde bleeds > 
The peaceful f^ughi now, to the fword fucceeds ; ^ 

.,1 Thf 
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The laboring hind, free from vindi&ive ttul. 
Now turns the furrows of negkded foil ; 
In freedom, peace, and plenty waftes the dajr. 
In ^ th* ii^dulgence of a rightful fway* 
No longer Caledonia now deplores^ 
Her plundered cities, her deferted Ihores ^ 
pnce more thefe cities wonted fplendor gain 
A^d pregnant harvefts wave on ev'ry plain. 
At home rever'd ; abroad diSufive fame 
Thro' wondVing climes, refounds the B&v?iai| 
, name! 

HcDce, be convinced, imperious Saxon pow'rs^ 
/L King more mighty, ftill prcfides, than your's ^ 
Whoj^ tho' immenfe, your ftrength and numbers arc^ 
pan with a breath, your overthroyr declare ! 

t 

l^ubmifs, confult, t}i' Ofnnjpoten^ decree^^ 

He knows what!s bell, for Scotjapd, and fpr thee| 

As God of concord, regulates t|^e ifle, 

^nd poinds to all, one reconciling {m\\c i 

Bids Engliijii eni^ity, for peace, r^moy<^ 

And win a fifipr, with a fiil^r's love. 

Thus. 
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$ . - .... 

* Thus, a foundation laid for future reigns, 

• ■ ... 

Should peace, in Union ! fertilize the plains: 

Britain ! then one ! thro' all her various parts. 

No different name fliouM know, no diflTring hpartjt 
. ■ • • ■ • - • • 

Strong by connexion ; like to tougheft cords. 

Strain only one, one no defence affords^ 
Unite them firm, fcehold a ftrcnupus rope ! 
Baffling refinance, and confiiming hope. 

_ I* ^ ■ I . • * • • ~ 

^ay Britain thus, refiftlels flxength employ, 

i" . . 

Her foes fubdue, and ?v'ry blifs enjoy. 

. . - . • 

For this, the Mufe, in unambitious ftrains. 
Hath fung her hero, toiling thro' the plains; 
Immers'd in ills, with perils long befet. 
Glorious in patience ! and refign'dly great ! 
Till by degrees he gain'd upon his foes. 
Grew on diftrefs ! and on yaff; dangers rofe ! 
Triumphant 'midft the fpoils of nations (hone, 
At length, unrivaPd, mounts applai^s'd his throne | 
The regal ore^ and gems, his brows infold^ 
And fhades of laurel, burniflies the gold* 

. i Wbilft. 
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Whilft circling Ipheres their endleis rounds fhall 
run. 
And feed the genial influence of the fun^ 
Whilft earth fhall daily on her axle roily' 
And flow, the wain, attend the freezing pole ; 
While monthly, moons, their revolution keep^' 
JBy turns to raife, by turns to fink the deep ; 
While Fortha ipacious, flows in curling waves 
And Tays rich fiream, ^neian borders laves ; 
Be Albion's ions with Bruce's name ftill fir'd. 
And diftant Umes, with Brucian worth inipir'd* 

From him— till hcav'n propitious to our pray'r 
May blifs GiIeat Britain with onb fov*reign*s care! 
A fov'reign ! glorying in a Briton's name ! 
A royal pattern, to perpetuate fame ! 
May Union ! ever decorate his crown, / 
And may his race, for ever fill the throne : 
May both, ye gods ! one final period know. 
That f eafe to rule, — the Thames and Forth to flow^ 

T H E E N p. 
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